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The NRA, the foremost guardian of the 
traditional American right to “keep and 
bear arms,” believes every law-abiding 
citizen is entitled to the ownership and 
legal use of �rearms, and that every 
reputable gun owner should be an 
NRA member.
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Second Amendment Part III: Victories In the Courts
Passing important pro-gun legislation is never the end of the �ght to 
ensure our rights. Often, the fruits of victory are harvested only after 
lengthy, expensive and hard-fought court battles.   

By Chris W. Cox
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The new Daniel Defense Delta 5 
bolt-action ri�e is a departure for the 
company known for its AR-platform 
guns. This long-range ri�e incorporates 
a hammer-forged barrel mounted in a 
unique, ergonomic stock, both of which 
facilitate accuracy.
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necessary to position the camera in front of the muzzle for 
instructional purposes. At no time was a loaded, 
functioning � rearm used in these photographs; special, 
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employed. In some cases the image was taken using a 
remotely triggered camera.
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5 .22 LR Loads to Look for in 2019
For years, .22 LR vanished from store shelves, 
leading to rationing and absurdly high prices. 
However, in the last several years, demand 
dropped and supply caught up, leading to a 
leveling in the marketplace. With this return to 
equilibrium, manufacturers are now o� ering 
new .22 LR loads to consumers that � t a range of 
needs, whether it’s precision shooting, plinking 
or varmint hunting. Here’s a look at the latest.

Range Review: Guncrafter Industries 
Hellcat X2
Guncrafter Industries is known particularly for 
its unique .50 GI o� erings and � nely � nished 
custom guns. However, in the Hellcat X2, form 
took a backseat to function, as the design and 
construction of this new pistol focused primarily 
on producing a gun that ran reliably and 
provided exceptional performance. The 
Guncrafter team realized their goal e� ectively, 
as we found out during our range experience.

I Carry: Kimber EVO SP in a 
BlackPoint Tactical Holster
Shooting Illustrated’s “I Carry” series is back with a 
fresh, new format for its third season! Join 
Managing Editor Jay Grazio and Associate Editor, 
Digital Evan Brune as they explore the latest 
guns and gear designed for concealed carry and 
personal defense. Each episode pairs a compact, 
concealed-carry pistol with a solid holster and 
touches on a range of EDC gear, from knives to 
belts to � ashlights and more. 

News
U.S. Border Patrol Chooses 
Glock Handguns

GSM Outdoors Buys 
Birchwood Casey

Guns

Rock River Arms 
BT-9 Series

Inceptor 
Ammunition 
ARX Preferred 
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Ruger Wrangler 
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In�uential Indeed
Tamara Keel’s May “Handguns” column on the Kel-Tec 
P-32 and its importance in handgun development was 
spot on. I have con�dently and discreetly carried my lit-
tle P-32 for 20 years now. It has ridden in my front pocket 
in all kinds of places and all kinds of situations, and I’ve 
never been made with it. It even saved my bacon when 
targeted by two thugs many years ago. Because I had it 
handy, I didn’t act like the terri�ed victim they were ex-
pecting, so they left for better choices. Didn’t even have 
to display it. I have bigger and badder handguns, but 
none that I enjoy carrying as much as my little buddy.

Jack Burton
via ShootingIllustrated.com

The May “Handguns” column was a �ne article and  
a litany of the pocket pistols I’ve owned over the 
decades. Beretta .22 and .25, Freedom Arms .22 Mag., 
a Smith & Wesson Airweight .38, a Bond Arms .45 ACP 
derringer and the Kel-Tec P-32 and P-3AT. (Now I get it. 
Sounds like P-three-eighty.) After I was better heeled 
and Seecamps became readily available, I did buy a  
.32, which I carry the most because, in spite of being  
2 ounces heavier, its diminutive size conceals better in 
my hip pocket holster and the jeans I like to wear. And, 
in my opinion, it’s beautiful to behold—the Ti�any of 
pocket pistols. In the meantime, I’ve sold all the others, 
but I am not letting go of my P-3AT. Kudos to Kel-Tec.

Mad Mac
via ShootingIllustrated.com

Chamber Danger?
I would like to respond to the May 2019 
“Skills Check” column concerning carrying 
with an empty chamber. Even discounting 
the legal jeopardy of an accidental discharge, 
there is the risk of injury to oneself, others or 
property. Even experienced police o�cers 
have had accidental discharges. The ques-
tion that I believe needs to be asked when 
deciding whether to chamber a round for 
EDC is this: Is it more likely that I will have an 
accidental discharge in the daily handling of 
my weapon, or (in the highly unlikely event 
I ever draw my weapon in defense) that the 
fraction of a second di�erence it takes to 
chamber a round will mean life or death? By 
the way, I dry �re Drill #1 from the column 
several times a week, but I think Drill #2 is un-
necessary if I simply drop what I’m holding.

Dan Ward
Tucson, AZ

The purpose of that Skills Check installment 
was to get folks who carry in Condition 3 to 
practice, and to point out there may be times 
when you don’t have two hands available to 
load your chamber. Dropping what you are 
holding isn’t an option if that happens to be a 
baby, or if you’re pushing a family member 
away or behind you. Other situations will 
most likely occur to you, too. 

To my mind, the answer to your (and many 
others’) concern regarding the potential for a 
negligent discharge is training. At Gunsite, 
our training begins with Rule 1: All Guns Are 
Always Loaded. Always.

—Ed Head

Weight Watchers
Steve Adelmann’s May “Ri�es” column 
about using lightweight components in an 
AR build hit home. I just �nished building 
a lightweight, 16-inch, pencil-barrel upper, 
which brought my AR down to 5 pounds, 
10 ounces, and it didn’t cost more than 
heavier components would have. Choosing 
lightweight components made a noticeable 
di�erence, and it shoots like a champ.

R. Neville
via ShootingIllustrated.com

LETTERS   Readers Forum

Correspondence is welcomed and encouraged  
Write to: Shooting Illustrated I NRA I 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 
e-mail: shootingillustrated@nrahq.org
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 IF YOU HAVE 
A FIRSTHAND 
“ARMED CITIZEN” 
EXPERIENCE, 
CALL NRA-ILA PR/
COMMUNICATIONS 
AT (703) 267-3820.
Studies indicate that firearms 
are used more than 2 million 
times a year for personal 
protection, and that the 
presence of a firearm, without 
a shot being fired, prevents 
crime in many instances. 
Shooting usually can be 
justified only where crime 
constitutes an immediate, 
imminent threat to life, limb, 
or, in some cases, property. 
Anyone is free to quote or 
reproduce these accounts. 

Send clippings via e-mail to 
armedcitizen@nrahq.org, 
or by mail to “The Armed 
Citizen,” 11250 Waples Mill 
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-
9400. For bonus features, 
visit “The Armed Citizen Blog” 
at americanrifleman.org. 
Share this column online at 
nrapublications.org.

In Tuscaloosa, Ala., a 43-year-old man returned to his girlfriend’s home early in 
the morning. The man had left after police were summoned to the residence
on a domestic dispute call. The man came back several hours later under the 

pretense of collecting his property. A second fight took place between him and 
his girlfriend, who was seated in a car with her children. Apparently the man 
threatened to kill the woman during the fight. Meanwhile, a teenage boy inside 
the residence heard the fight and retrieved a handgun from the home. The 
youth went outside, where he found the man threatening to kill the woman as he 
assaulted her. The youth confronted the man, who continued to attack the woman. 
The youth then defended the woman by firing several shots that struck the man, 
who died from his injuries. Although police were investigating the case, they did not 
intend to file any charges against the youth, according to media reports. (al.com, 
Birmingham, Ala., 5/1/19)

Shortly before midnight in April, a man 
was riding a rental scooter to a local 

store and driving through a parking lot in 
Tulsa, Okla. While exiting the parking lot, 
the man got into an argument with a woman 
and a teenaged boy seated in a parked car 
nearby. The man left the area and returned, 
throwing down his scooter and brandishing 
a knife. Acting quickly, the youth grabbed 
a concealed-carry gun in the vehicle and 
shot the other man in self-defense. The man 
died from his injuries. (tulsaworld.com, Tulsa, 
Okla., 4/30/19)

While driving at 3 a.m. around the 
Chicago Loop, a Volkswagen rear-

ended a BMW. The BMW owner exited his 
vehicle to look at the damage on the back 
of his car and returned to the driver’s side to 
retrieve his cell phone. While his back was 
turned, the man didn’t see the other driver, 
armed with a gun, approach and push him
into the BMW in an attempted carjacking. 
The carjacker demanded the keys, and a
struggle ensued. The BMW driver retrieved 
his concealed firearm from the car’s interior 
and shot the would-be carjacker in the head. 
The wounded man was taken to a local 
hospital where he was pronounced dead. 
Police were investigating. Investigators 
said they located both guns at the scene 
and could not find any known connection 
between either driver. (chicagotribune.com, 
Chicago, Ill. 4/26/19)

In Lumberton, N.C., two men entered a 
home early in the evening. The two located 

the tenant of the residence inside the home’s 
garage, which was in the back yard. The 
pair confronted the man with the intent to 
rob him, but were unprepared when the 
tenant drew his own gun and shot one of the 
suspects in the leg. Both men fled the area. 
When police arrived on scene, they found 
the injured home-invader, a 26-year-old local 

man, lying in the backyard with a potentially 
life-threatening injury. He was transported to a 
local hospital where he was listed in stable 
condition. Police were able to later identify 
and arrest the second attacker, who was 
charged with assault with a deadly weapon 
with intent to kill and felony conspiracy. 
A $100,000 bond was set. Police were 
continuing their investigation. (wmbfnews.com,
Myrtle Beach, S.C., 5/8/19)

A t a gas station in Mount Clemons, Mich., 
a clerk and several customers were 

inside the store when a masked gunman 
came into the building. The thief demanded 
money from the clerk and the customers. In 
response, the clerk pulled out a firearm and 
shot the suspect near the front door. The 
injured man was taken to an area hospital. 
A police investigation was underway with 
a forthcoming arrest warrant expected 
for the alleged gunman. Police said it was 
unlikely that charges would be filed against 
the store clerk, who was thought to be 
acting to defend himself and his customers. 
(macombdaily.com, Clinton Township, Mich., 
4/24/19)

A home intruder met his end after 
breaking and entering into the wrong 

home in California. Just before 7 a.m., 
a burglar entered a Lancaster, Calif., 
home. Video surveillance showed the 
intruder tried to break into another home 
prior to this attempt. The man came in 
through a downstairs rear window and 
walked to an upstairs bedroom inside a 
family’s home. Fearing for the safety of his 
children, the homeowner armed himself and 
fired off a shot, which struck the intruder in 
the upper torso, killing him. According 
to police, the family was unharmed 
during the incident. An investigation was 
ongoing. (abc7.com, Glendale, Calif., 
5/13/19)
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Like us on Facebook at the 
National Rifle Association.  
For related articles, go to 
nrapublications.org.

By Wayne LaPierre 
Executive Vice President

W e have the honor of being part 
of one of the world's oldest and 
most successful civil rights orga-

nizations—the National Rifle Association of 
America.

I know you’re proud of that. I also know 
you’re proud to carry the NRA torch for 
freedom every single day, and I know you 
never back down from the fight to protect 
our constitutional liberty.

Together, we represent 100 million law-
abiding gun owners from every walk of life. 
We come from every race, gender, profession 
and political persuasion … all united in the 
vision of our Founding Fathers who sacrificed 
so much to gain our American freedoms.

Today, the environment has become more 
hostile than ever, as opponents launch rogue 
strategies, engage in unlawful behavior, and 
spew vile rhetoric to attack the very free-
doms that define America’s greatness.

Now, as I reported earlier this year, our 
opponents seek not only to challenge our 
opinions, but also to inhibit our very right to 
express them. They have taken extreme mea-
sures to interfere with our ability to engage 
in free speech, to peacefully assemble, and 
to speak out for the positions we hold dear.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo hates 
the NRA and hates our Second Amendment 
freedom. And he isn’t shy about it.

He weaponized the New York State bank-
ing regulator —the most powerful agency of 
its kind in the country—to punish and silence 
your NRA. The governor directed regula-
tors to send letters to all CEOs of banks and 
insurance companies in the state, to pressure 
them to cease doing business with the NRA.

Think about that. Gov. Cuomo singled out 
a category of people who should not receive 
financial services—even checking accounts—
simply because he disagrees with our opinion. 
He doesn’t like your political viewpoint and 
wants you denied financial services.

He wants the NRA blacklisted! If  
Gov. Cuomo got his way pornographers, 
marijuana dealers, and radical “charities” 
would be allowed to have bank accounts, col-
lect donations, and obtain insurance in New 
York—but not the NRA. But you and I know 
that restricting free speech is not what we do 
in this country, so your NRA is fighting back.

It is a fight, literally, for our political life.
America must never become a world in 

which citizens are vilified and punished simply 
for expressing our beliefs. Never!

So we took the governor to federal court 
under the First Amendment of the U.S. 

Constitution. We told him that his actions 
reflect pure viewpoint-based discrimination, 
and he is violating our constitutional rights.

I am pleased to report we are prevailing 
in this critically important case. Governor 
Cuomo tried to have our lawsuit dismissed. 
He lost. The court held the NRA deserves 
its day in court. Then, the governor tried to 
prevent the NRA from deposing former chief 
banking regulator Maria Vullo, a focal point 
of the governor’s effort. He lost again.

Many opinion leaders, legal scholars, and 
community stakeholders agree with the NRA. 
It is clear that Gov. Cuomo went too far in 
his crusade against the NRA and its mem-
bers. Even the American Civil Liberties Union 
agrees and has joined the NRA in this fight.

However, that doesn’t matter to Gov. 
Cuomo. He and his supporters will stop 
at nothing to advance a personal political 
agenda, even if it is contrary to the most 
fundamental principles of our country.

In fact, the governor’s chosen candidate 
for Attorney General vowed to attack the 
NRA—as a pillar of her campaign platform—
before being elected into office.

Did you get that?
Before spending even one day in office, 

she declared that we—you and me—and 
all the law-abiding men and women of the 
NRA—are a “terrorist organization.” She 
vowed to conduct a taxpayer-funded fishing 
expedition to investigate us in the state 
where the NRA was founded 148 years ago.

A contrived political investigation is not 
the action of a public servant. This is a rank 
political vendetta.

That is why we must keep fighting to 
defend our constitutional rights in what 
is, perhaps, the most important First 
Amendment case in U.S. history.

And that is why we must … and we will 
… continue to speak out and defend the 
freedoms for which the NRA stands.

My four decades of helping lead our fight 
for freedom has taught me one thing above 
all else—with your support and help I know 
that, together, we can and will win this critical 
fight to save our NRA. We will speak out and 
loudly and boldly as ever. We will stand as 
united and strongly as ever, and we will fight 
as hard and unflinchingly as ever.

We will never give up and never surrender 
one single inch of our Second Amendment 
freedom!

Never Surrender One Inch Of Our 
Second Amendment Freedom

OUR OPPONENTS 
SEEK NOT ONLY 
TO CHALLENGE 
OUR OPINIONS, 
BUT ALSO TO 
INHIBIT OUR 
VERY RIGHT TO 
EXPRESS THEM.
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The Good Fight For Our Freedoms 
Now And For Future Generations

It is with great pleasure that I address 
you, my fellow patriots and members of 
the NRA, in my first monthly column as 

president of the NRA Board of Directors.
It’s an honor to serve as NRA president 

and also to work alongside Wayne LaPierre, 
executive vice president, and Chris Cox, 
executive director of NRA-ILA. I’m also 
looking forward to fighting the good fight 
with John Frazer, secretary; Craig Spray, 
treasurer; and Joseph DeBergalis, Jr., 
executive director of General Operations. 
I also want to welcome our new Board 
officers, First Vice President Charles L. 
Cotton, and Willes K. Lee as second vice 
president. We are very fortunate to have 
them leading the NRA.

Last year when I served the NRA as 
interim president, I wrote about the great 
honor of being able to address NRA 
members in this column. Growing up, I 
came from a family active in hunting and 
competitive shooting. Our country has 
changed in many ways since those times. 
The freedoms we all grew up with in this 
great nation, as given to us by God and 
enumerated by our Founding Fathers, are 
being threatened like never before. Not 
only are guns being vilified, but so are 
law-abiding gun owners who face attacks 
on every side. The fundamental rights of all 
Americans—you and I, even those who will 
follow us—are at stake.

We have a right to bear arms. We have 
a right to defend ourselves. We have a 
right to hunt as a sport or to put food on 
the table. We have a right to free speech. 
We have a right to buy our firearms or 
conduct any other lawful business without 
financial discrimination. We have a right 
to exist with those whose opinions are 
different from our own. We have a right 
to provide protection to the students in 
our schools. We have a right to elect those 
who will support our cause in the halls of 
government. Our government is by the 
people and for the people. The NRA shares 
these beliefs. I share them and so do over  
5 million NRA members.

Recently, I had the opportunity to 
meet many NRA members at the 148th 
Annual NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits in 
Indianapolis, Ind., attended by over 81,000 
people. For the second straight year, we 
had both President Donald Trump and Vice 
President Mike Pence speak at the NRA-
ILA Leadership Forum.

President Trump vowed he will protect 
the firearm freedoms of law-abiding 
Americans and oppose efforts to restrict 
the Second Amendment. Vice President 
Pence also reaffirmed this administration’s 
commitment to stand strong against 
attempts to undermine our rights. It’s 
important for every NRA member to 
continue standing with them as we head 
toward Election Day 2020.

We are proud of our country, proud of 
the NRA and proud of all the generations 
of patriots who have stood up to fight for 
freedom. It’s time to stand up again. All of 
us. Use your voice, your wallet, and enlist 
your family, friends, and neighbors to stand 
with the NRA as it defends freedom in the 
corridors of power and on Election Day.

We can and will win this together. We’ve 
seen it happen throughout our history when 
those who act mighty and try to impose 
their far-fetched oppressive ideas on the 
American people are met with defeat and 
failure. Tyrants don’t succeed no matter how 
hard they bluster or shout into a microphone. 
It’s ordinary people like you and me who are 
called upon to make a stand. Together, we 
become extraordinary. That’s what makes a 
difference. That’s what wins the fight. That’s 
what we’re all about as Americans.

I look forward to helping our 
Association chart its course for the future. 
As NRA president, I can tell you that the 
board stands behind our leadership as 
we represent members concerned about 
the future of this great nation. Let’s come 
together to fight for our rights and the 
other freedoms at stake. Let’s show them 
what we are made of at the NRA.

IT’S ORDINARY PEOPLE LIKE 
YOU AND ME WHO ARE CALLED 
UPON TO MAKE A STAND. 
TOGETHER, WE BECOME 
EXTRAORDINARY. THAT’S  
WHAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE. 
THAT’S WHAT WINS THE  
FIGHT. THAT’S WHAT WE’RE  
ALL ABOUT AS AMERICANS.
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By Chris W. Cox 
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Executive Director

YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
DUES ARE NOT 
ENOUGH.
If you want to DEFEND your 
right to own and carry a 
firearm … 

If your FREEDOM to hunt and 
shoot is important to you … 

Then you need to SUPPORT 
the NRA Institute for 
Legislative Action. 

We are the only arm of  
NRA specifically charged  
with defending your  
Second Amendment 
freedoms on Capitol Hill, 
and in state legislatures and 
courtrooms across America.

Visit nraila.org/donate 
to support NRA-ILA today!

President Trump “Unsigns”  
The Arms Trade Treaty

A t the 148th Annual Meetings of NRA 
members, I had the distinct honor 
of hosting President Donald Trump 

at NRA-ILA’s Leadership Forum. During his 
address to the nearly 15,000 NRA members 
in attendance and the many more who were 
watching on television, the President took 
the historic step of “unsigning” the United 
Nations Arms Trade Treaty (ATT).

Officially joined by the United States 
in 2013 by former Secretary of State John 
Kerry, the ATT represented the boldest step 
yet taken by international gun-ban advocates. 
By announcing that he will officially withdraw 
the United States from the treaty, President 
Trump made clear he would not abdicate 
control over the rights of law-abiding gun 
owners to foreign bureaucrats. He then 
signed—in front of all in attendance—a 
formal letter to the U.S. Senate request-
ing that it halt the ratification process and 
return the treaty to the Oval Office, where 
he would properly “dispose” of it.

The NRA has long drawn attention to 
the danger this treaty posed to law-abiding 
American gun owners. Our complaints have 
focused on the treaty’s framework for an 
international gun registry, its ability to be 
amended without the consensus of all par-
ties, and its proponents' repeated refusals to 
clarify that it has no effect on the possession 
of small arms by civilians in the United States. 

The treaty urged recordkeeping of end 
users, directing importing countries to 
provide information to an exporting country 
regarding arms transfers—which included 
“end use or end user documentation” for a 
“minimum of 10 years.” Each country is to 
“take measures, pursuant to its national laws, 
to regulate brokering taking place under its 
jurisdiction for conventional arms.” Data kept 
on the end users of imported firearms is a de-
facto registry of law-abiding firearms owners. 
And, participating countries could have been 
required to share this information—effec-
tively laying the groundwork for international 
gun registration. 

While the potential creation of an interna-
tional gun registry should have been reason 
enough for its rejection by the United States, 
the most dangerous aspect of the treaty was 
its ease of being amended. While many trea-
ties require full consensus of the parties for an 
amendment, the ATT only required that the 
parties make “every effort to achieve consen-
sus on each amendment.” But, rather than 
requiring consensus, the treaty required only 
three-quarters of the parties to amend the 

treaty—making effectively limitless the future 
danger of the treaty to American gun owners.

Changes to the treaty that are contrary 
to our rights already have been adopted. At 
a treaty conference last year, proponents of 
the treaty “welcome[ed]” several living docu-
ments into the ATT. One of these documents 
was the International Small Arms Control 
Standards (ISACS).

Purporting to set the standards for 
“National Regulation of Civilian Access to 
Small Arms and Light Weapons,” a portion 
of ISACS creates a means to almost entirely 
limit civilian access to small arms. It reads like 
a gun-control advocate’s wish list with every-
thing from gun bans to “may-issue”  
gun licensing.

While incorporation of the ISACS into the 
ATT was alarming, it also was not entirely 
unpredictable. As with every anti-firearm 
United Nations initiative, our concerns are 
never limited to what is in it now, but with 
what it will become and how it will be used 
by a future U.S. administration—especially 
one seeking international justification for a 
gun-control agenda.

Perhaps the easiest way to understand 
the future danger the ATT posed to U.S. 
gun owners is the complete refusal by treaty 
proponents to limit its application to civilian 
arms. The NRA and other opponents of the 
treaty repeatedly asked for a carve-out in the 
treaty, yet those requests were flatly denied. 
If the treaty’s proponents had no intention of 
limiting American gun ownership, why resist 
such a limitation to the text of the treaty? 

Instead, the treaty included language in 
its preamble that treaty parties be “mindful 
of the legitimate trade and lawful ownership, 
and use of certain conventional arms for 
recreational, cultural, historical, and sporting 
activities, where such trade, ownership and 
use are permitted or protected by law.” A 
careful read will show that the use of arms for 
individual and collective defense is notably 
missing from this statement. And, this aspira-
tional statement creates no real limitation on 
any action undertaken pursuant to the treaty. 

Please join me in thanking President 
Trump for protecting our firearms freedom 
by withdrawing the United States from this 
terrible treaty and ensuring that the rights 
of law-abiding American gun owners aren’t 
surrendered to the anti-gun whims of foreign 
bureaucrats. 
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Working Together To Save  
The Second Amendment Part III: 
VICTORIES IN THE COURTS
O ver the last two months, I’ve 

written about NRA’s extremely 
successful efforts to defend 

and advance our rights protected 
under the Second Amendment through 
aggressive legislative campaigns; both 
at the federal and state level.

Legislative victories, however, are 
by no means permanent solutions to 
ensure that the rights of law-abiding 
gun owners will be protected from 
those dedicated to eliminating our 
freedoms. Almost without fail, the 
moment pro-Second Amendment 
reforms are enacted, the most virulent 
anti-gun legislators race to file bills 
to overturn the new laws. At the 
same time, as if carefully coordinated, 
left-wing ideologues dedicated to 
eradicating guns in America sprint to 
the courtrooms of activist judges to file 
suits against any law deemed beneficial 
to law-abiding gun owners.

Don’t get me wrong; legislative 
victories are vitally important. But with 
one bad election cycle, rare though 
they may be, such victories can be 
short-lived, and a pro-gun reform can be 
watered down or repealed if a legislature 
is turned anti-gun. Furthermore, one 
anti-gun judge could ignore—as many 

have—legislative intent and court 
precedent in order to neuter laws 
intended to protect our rights.

One could say that legislation is 
often written in sand, but judicial 
rulings frequently are carved in stone. 
Thiat is why this third installment of 
my discussion of NRA successes will 
focus on the one area where victories 
could ensure the Second Amendment 
is protected for generations.

I’m speaking, of course, about the 
courts.

Today, we are at a point in time 
when the rights of law-abiding gun 
owners are on more solid legal 
ground—especially when it comes to 
the federal judiciary—than probably 
anyone alive today can remember.

That hasn’t happened by accident, 
and it didn’t happen overnight.

Anyone reading this is undoubtedly 
aware of the significant rulings by the 
Supreme Court in the landmark cases 
of District of Columbia v. Heller and 
McDonald v. City of Chicago. The 
Supreme Court found in Heller that 
the Second Amendment—as you and 
I already understood—protects an 
individual right and struck down D.C.’s 
ban on the possession of handguns and 

other functional firearms in the home for 
self-defense. Because that ruling only 
applied to the federal government, it 
took the ruling in McDonald to ensure 
that the individual rights’ protections 
were “incorporated” to apply against 
state and local infringements.

In its early years, the Supreme 
Court determined that the provisions 
of the Bill of Rights (i.e., the first 10 
amendments to the U.S. Constitution) 
only apply directly to protect individual 
rights against violations by the federal 
government and its agents. Even 
after the Fourteenth Amendment 
was adopted in 1868—and despite 
its primary framer espousing that 
it should be interpreted to extend 
the protections of the first eight 
Amendments of the Bill of Rights—it 
took until the 1920s for the Supreme 
Court to truly begin determining that 
states, like the federal government, 
were prohibited from imposing 
restrictions on our rights.

As I said, we didn’t get to the 
Heller and McDonald era overnight. 
While the Supreme Court worked 
piecemeal—and over decades—to 
incorporate other rights, it ignored the 
Second Amendment.
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With Heller’s recognition of a protected individual right 
and McDonald’s incorporation, these two cases have laid the 
foundation for challenging countless laws that clearly infringe 
on the rights enshrined in the Second Amendment. Needless 
to say, I’m immensely proud that our great organization was 
a leader in helping to see these cases to fruition.

The path to winning these cases didn’t start when they 
were filed; it began nearly a decade before Heller was 
decided, when NRA helped to elect President George W. 
Bush. If Al Gore was in the White House instead of Bush after 
the 2000 elections, I can guarantee you he would have put 
an anti-gun majority on the Supreme Court. Without Chief 
Justice John Roberts and Associate Justice Samuel Alito, the 
Heller and McDonald cases either never would have been 
heard or the result would have been dramatically different.

While these are clearly landmark cases, they are by no 
means our only successes.

The NRA regularly has to turn to the courts to defend 
laws it has helped to enact. In my last column, I mentioned 
the success the NRA has had in promoting firearm-
preemption statutes at the state level, which ensure 
local governments do not pass laws that impose greater 
restrictions on law-abiding gun owners than those that 
apply statewide. Anti-gun politicians in local governments, 
however, regularly ignore state preemption laws.

In numerous states, the NRA successfully has challenged 
local laws and ordinances that violate state law. In 2008, a 
court struck down Proposition H in San Francisco—a local 
ordinance that prohibited virtually all city residents from 
possessing handguns. The ordinance also prohibited all 
city residents (without exception) from selling, distributing, 
transferring, and manufacturing all firearms and ammunition. 
Although California’s preemption statute is not as clear as 
we would prefer, our legal challenge was still successful.

Across the country in Pennsylvania, the preemption 
statute is not only clearer than California’s, but has been 
affirmed in a number of legal challenges over the years. 
Nonetheless, the NRA had to sue the city of Philadelphia 
in 2008 to prevent its anti-gun police commissioner from 
enforcing restrictions that clearly violated the preemption 
statute. We succeeded in getting an immediate restraining 
order against enforcement.

As you likely are aware from recent reporting on 
Pittsburgh, that city is ignoring Pennsylvania’s preemption 
statute today—and the NRA is assisting city residents with 
their lawsuit challenging a ban on publicly carrying loaded 
magazines that accept more than 10 rounds of ammunition.

Last month I mentioned that after Hurricane Katrina 
devastated New Orleans, local authorities suspended the 
Second Amendment and actually seized firearms from law-
abiding residents. While we worked through the legislature 
to pass a law to ensure that never happened again, the NRA 
also had to file suit to ensure seized firearms were returned 
to their lawful owners. It took three years, but New Orleans 
eventually capitulated to settle the suit.

Honestly, I don’t have enough space to talk about all of our 
past legal victories, and I want to be sure to discuss the future.

As I wrote earlier, the future appears to be bright for 
the Second Amendment when it comes to the courts—at 
least at the federal level. Having been instrumental in 
helping to elect President Donald Trump in 2016, that 
effort is bearing substantial fruit. Two more Supreme 
Court Justices who support an originalist view of the 

Second Amendment—Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh—have been confirmed. President Trump also 
is working at an unprecedented pace to appoint judges to 
lower levels of the federal judiciary. The Senate has already 
confirmed over 100 of his judicial nominees.

We are currently working on cases all over the country 
to challenge restrictions on right-to-carry, bans on the most 
popular rifles in the country, and limitations on magazine 
capacity that prohibit law-abiding gun owners from having 
the most effective means of defending themselves. In 
addition, there are two NRA-supported cases that have been 
appealed to the Supreme Court with the potential to add to 
the precedents set in Heller and McDonald.

The court already has agreed to hear New York State 
Rifle & Pistol Association v. The City of New York. This case 
challenges the constitutionality of one of the most absurd 
gun laws in the country, where lawful owners of handguns 
who reside in New York City are not just severely limited to 
where they may legally transport their firearms within the 
city limits, but are virtually prohibited from transporting 
them outside the city.

As I write this, we are awaiting the court’s decision on 
whether it will take up an appeal in the case of Rogers v. 
Grewal. This case challenges unconstitutional requirements 
for obtaining a permit to carry a handgun in New Jersey. It 
would be generous to call the current system “may-issue,” 
as the overly restrictive and time-consuming process requires 
applicants show “justifiable need” or “good reason” in order 
to be approved. Permits are rarely approved, and most 
people simply give up when faced with the monolith of New 
Jersey’s anti-gun bureaucracy.

These two cases had to be appealed to the Supreme 
Court because many in the federal judiciary are still hostile to 
our right to keep and bear arms. In spite of the precedents 
set in Heller and McDonald, some activist judges feel they 
have the authority to ignore previous rulings to promote 
their anti-Second Amendment views.

Fortunately, as more rulings are handed down that 
comport with Heller and McDonald—and as President 
Trump continues to appoint more judges that embrace these 
rulings—anti-gun judicial decisions should begin to fade or at 
least become the outliers they should be.

To ensure this trend continues, gun owners must work 
together to ensure that President Trump and a pro-gun 
Senate can continue to nominate and confirm judges who 
respect the Second Amendment. American voters will once 
again be faced with sharply contrasting views for the future 
of our right to keep and bear arms in the 2020 election. 
Together, we can once again make a difference for the future 
of our firearms freedom.  

TO ENSURE THIS TREND CONTINUES, 
GUN OWNERS MUST WORK TOGETHER 
TO ENSURE THAT PRESIDENT TRUMP 
AND A PRO-GUN SENATE CAN 
CONTINUE TO NOMINATE AND 
CONFIRM JUDGES WHO RESPECT THE 
SECOND AMENDMENT. 
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OFFICIAL MEMBER BENEFITS

By Todd Grable
Executive Director of
Membership

It Pays to be a Member

TODAY, I’D LIKE TO ENCOURAGE 
YOU TO PUT THE NRA 

WHITTINGTON CENTER ON YOUR 
“BUCKET LIST” OF PLACES TO 
VISIT IN YOUR LIFETIME, AND 

TO SHARE WITH YOUR FAMILY.

Y
ou and I are truly privileged to 
live in the greatest country in the 
world.  Not only are we blessed 

with freedoms enjoyed nowhere else, 
but also with opportunities to seek out 
extraordinary outdoor adventures that 
most people only dream about.

America is still fi lled with great herds of 
game, vast outdoor vistas, and stunning 
landscapes.  We enjoy unparalleled space 
for shooting and hunting experiences that 
fl ourish just as they did when our pioneers 
made the hard trek across this great land.

A nd there’s one special place where 
everything we love about America – history, 
tradition, and the great outdoors – come 
together under our proud NRA banner.  

I’m talking about the NRA Whittington 
Center near beautiful Raton, New Mexico 
– 33,000 pristine acres at the foot of 

the Rocky Mountains under clear-blue, 
high-elevation skies.  It’s a shooter’s 
and hunter’s dream, and a nationwide 
destination for Americans from all walks 
of life to participate in outdoor recreation.

Today, I’d like to encourage you to 
put the NRA Whittington Center on your 
“bucket list” of places to visit in your 
lifetime, and to share with your family. 

NRA Whittington Center is a shooter’s 
paradise, with 18 ranges including trap, 
skeet, and pistol ranges, to rifl e ranges 
that stretch out to more than 1,000 yards!

And if you’re a hunter, there’s no better 
destination for guided and unguided hunts.  
With success rates close to 100 percent, 
NRA Whittington Center is the perfect 
place to go on the hunt of a lifetime and 
fi nally get the trophy deer or elk you’ve 
been dreaming about for years.

The Whittington Center is also home to 
Whittington-U, where you can learn to take 
breathtaking shots at 1,000 yards or more, 
learn self-defense pistol skills from combat 
veterans and former police offi cers, 
or simply take your target-shooting 

capabilities to the next level.
And the NRA Whittington Center isn’t 

just for adults.  Our Adventure Camp is 
perhaps America’s best outdoor youth 
camp for boys and girls aged 13 to 17.  
Offered in two consecutive two-week 
sessions in June and July, and under the 
watchful eye of experienced counselors 
and volunteers, our campers learn fi rearm 
safety, shooting fundamentals and 
marksmanship, and much, much more. 

While you’re there, take in some 
of the great historical opportunities 
NRA Whittington Center has to offer, 
including the Frank Brownell Museum 
of the Southwest – the largest fi rearms 
museum in the region, complete with a full 
research library.  Or place your hands in the 
150-year-old wheel ruts left from the days 
when brave Americans made the trip west 
in covered wagons on the Santa Fe Trail. 

NRA Whittington Center is truly the 
ultimate playground for Americans like you 
and me who appreciate the vast outdoors 
and the spirit of freedom that makes America 
a unique place in the world.  And with a wide 
array of lodges, cabins, tent sites, and RV 
pads and hookups, the NRA Whittington 
Center is your “home away from home,” 
no matter how you prefer to travel.

Want more information?  Visit 
NRAWC.org today to learn more about 
the NRA Whittington Center and its 
extraordinary possibilities for your next 
family vacation, camping trip, or big hunt!

NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER
Raton, New Mexico 

NRAWC.org • (800) 494-4853





Quick Shots
The Indiana State Police 
has adopted the SIG Sauer 
P365 as its backup duty 
�rearm for the agency’s full 
complement of troopers. 
The Indiana State Police is a 
statewide law enforcement 
agency of more than 1,250 
o�cers across 14 districts.

has selected this same ri�e 
for issue to its Highway 
Patrol, State Transport and 
Protective Services o�cers. 
An initial quantity of 300 
carbines has already been 
delivered to the agency, with 
orders for an additional 
300 units through 2020.

Gunnie Games
to re-create some of these 
training events and wrap my 
combat experience into it as 
much as possible. In short, I 
created an event that I 
would absolutely love to do 
myself. If it satis�es my 
adrenaline-loving personal-
ity, I know it will capture the 
attention and passion of 
other tactical athletes.”

In 2017, Burke founded 
and incorporated The 
Tactical Games (TTG), where 
he currently serves as CEO. 
O�cial matches began last 

year, with 17 participants in 
the �rst event to work out 
the bugs. News spread fast 
and this year demand is so 
high that 70 of the 100 slots 
were �lled two months 
before June’s competition. 
Six matches, at various loca-
tions nationwide, are being 
held this year. The term 
“stage” has been replaced by 
“battle,” where participants 
deliver up to 80 rounds from 
their ri�e and handgun, after 
physical stress. 

There are occasions, how-
ever, when only one �rearm 
is used. “For example, one of 
our staple battles is ‘The 
Horrigan,’ named after Bob 
Horrigan,” Burke explained. 
“It is a 50-meter sled drag 

The Tactical Games is a relative newcomer in 
competitive shooting, but its blend of physical 
demand and test of marksmanship skill under 
stress has created an all-new, adrenaline-�lled 
extreme sport. 

and pistol shoot on steel at 
25 yards. Athletes make �ve 
trips up the �eld in total, 
three with the sled, and two 
without the sled but sprint-
ing. A total of 50 pistol 
rounds are �red during the 
Horrigan, but no ri�e is used 
or carried.”

Competitors know the 
timer always ticks in battles, 
but they never know if 
they’ll be facing rope climbs, 
shots from stationary—but 
elevated—helicopters, 
unconventional positions or 
obstacle courses. Gun safety 
is the other constant, never 
compromised and strictly 
enforced by range o�cers. 

“I was getting bored with 
endurance events and 
needed something new and 
exciting, and TTG is it,” Army 
veteran and Georgia CrossFit 
gym owner Jason Sobczak 
explained. “The physical 
tasks that are required are 
functional. The farmer’s 
carry is a good one, pick up 
stu� and move it some-
where else, it doesn’t get any 
more functional than that.”

It also appeals to enthusi-
asts with a more-traditional 
background in the shooting 
sports. Tes Salb, who trained 
through the Olympic 
Development Program, was 
a two-time First Team All-
American in Air Pistol and 
placed 10th in the 2000 U.S. 
Olympic Trials, shoots in  
the women’s division. TTG 
events, “…allow athletes to 
be tested in strength, speed, 
power, balance, stamina, 
accuracy and endurance in 
both short and long battles 
in unknown environments,” 
she summarized. “Podium 
positions here are not taken 
by the best athlete or the 
best shooter, but by the ath-
lete with the best combina-
tion of both.” 

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Natural Resources has 
selected a custom-designed 
FN America FN 15 Patrol Car-
bine equipped with selected 
upgrades for duty use. The 
agency has ordered 265 of 
the carbines. Also in SC, the 
Department of Public Safety 

Timothy Burke spent 
24 years in the U.S. Army, 

more than 21 with the 
Special Forces. After leaving 
the military he became a 
Federal Police O�cer, run-
ning a counter-terrorism 
team in Los Angeles, CA. “In 
2011, I jumped into the pri-
vate sector and became a 
businessman rather than a 
knuckle dragger,” said Burke. 

“Over the years I was 
exposed to some of the 
coolest training and events,” 
he said. “So, I simply set out 

SHOTS FIRED   News  Notes  Miscellaneous  
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CHUCK 
PERFECTION

AR-Tooth 
Necklace

Today’s 
political 

correctness 
may condemn 
�rearm-related 
clothing to the closet, 
but that doesn’t 
mean we should 
surrender to a 
gun-bling-free exis-
tence. Restrictions enforced 
by the thought police may 
have convinced some it’s 
inappropriate to communi-
cate a belief in self-defense 
and the right to keep and 
bear arms, but you can still 
�y under the radar. 

Stealthy Trigger 
Necklaces designed by  

Chuck Norris was named 
the new Glock spokes-

man in April, and in honor of 
the occasion, here are 10 of 
our favorite facts about the 
legendary tough guy. 
According to the main-
stream media’s main source 
of information—the 
internet—Norris: 
 10 Knows Victoria’s secret.
 9 Counted to in�nity, 

twice.
 8 Speaks braille.
 7 Can make onions cry.
 6 Starred in “Alien and 

Predator vs. Chuck 
Norris,” a 13-second �lm.

 5 Drove his mom home an 
hour after he was born.

 4 Doesn’t have April 1 on 
his calendar, because no 
one fools Chuck Norris. 

 3 Died once, but the Grim 
Reaper doesn’t have the 
courage to tell him.

 2 Is who the boogeyman 
checks for under his bed 
at night.

 1 Doesn’t carry a Glock for 
protection; Glock carries 
a Chuck Norris for 
protection.

G
LO

C
K

Violent Little 
Machine Shop 

are a prime 
example. A simple 

toss inside your shirt 
maximizes safety in 

unsecure environ-
ments, and with 
practice wearers 
can make the 
move e�ortlessly.  

Fashioned after 
the AR-15/M4 trig-

ger, Trigger 
Necklaces are avail-

able in a variety of �n-
ishes and come with 
a deerskin leather cord. 
MSRP is $19.95. To order, visit 
violentlittle.com.
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As far as I can tell, double-action revolvers 
remain popular sellers despite the slowdown 
in gun sales, and small, short-barreled 
revolvers suitable for concealed carry are the 
most popular of all. As you may know, 
referring to a revolver as double-action (DA) 
means it can be cocked via the trigger and 
�red. Certain revolvers only function in 
double-action—they don’t have an exposed 
hammer—while others may be �red by �rst 
cocking the hammer, then pressing the 
trigger. The later method is referred to as 
single-action. Mastering the DA trigger takes 
a bit of practice. 

The idea is to pull the trigger until the gun 
�res without disturbing the sight picture and 
throwing the shot o� the intended point-
of-aim. Revolvers with relatively light DA 

DADT 
(Double-Action Dot Torture)
If you �nd Dot Torture to be too easy, try it 
with a double-action revolver.

trigger pulls make this easier, while those 
with a heavy or rough trigger pull can make 
shooting well rather di�cult. Learning to 

manage the DA trigger is best done with 
dry-�re practice. After unloading 

the revolver, physically and 
visually verifying it is unloaded 

and pointing in a safe direction, 
concentrate on looking at the 
front sight and carefully 
stroking the trigger. I use  
the word stroking because 
you don’t want to quickly 
snatch at the trigger, as 
that’s sure to pull your 
sights o� target. Back in  
the day, as they say, we  

used to practice our DA- 
trigger stroke by balancing 

a dime on the front sight as  
we pulled through the trigger 

stroke. You might want to include this in your 
dry practice, as snatching at the trigger will 
surely cause the dime to fall and stroking 
smoothly will leave it in place. Why should 
you bother to perfect your double-action-
trigger work? It’s been my experience that 
folks who can correctly and smoothly 
manipulate a double-action trigger not only 
shoot well, but are able to handle just about 
any kind of trigger. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to evaluate 
Colt’s new King Cobra .357 Mag. revolver and 
thought I’d give Dot Torture a try, shooting 
the entire drill double-action. The Colt has a 
very good double-action trigger, and I 
�gured it would facilitate a clean Dot Torture 
score. Now Dot Torture isn’t for the faint of 
heart. Seemingly easy because it’s only �red 
at 3 yards, it is deceptively di�cult. There are 
no time limits and the distance is short, but 
you have to �re a perfect shot every single 
time for 50 rounds. The temptation to rush is 
enormous and the slightest break in concen-
tration results in a missed shot, hence the 
name, Dot Torture. The drill starts with single 
shots, moves on to pairs and shots on two 
targets, requires drawing from a holster and 
even includes reloading.

Dot Torture is a really good training drill 
and I recommend it to you. To “pass” a 
perfect score—50 points total, no misses—is 
required. You can download Dot Torture 
targets at personaldefensetraining.com. And, 
yes, I passed the drill with the King Cobra.

SKILLS CHECK    Ed Head
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CONSISTENCY DELIVERED.

Barnes Precision Match is engineered and assembled with 

premium components, tested to deliver the ultimate in shot-to-shot 

consistency. In all conditions, at any range from 100 yards to 1 mile. 

It’s the most accurate commercially loaded ammunition on the planet.
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300 AAC Blackout, 308 Win, 300 Win Mag, 338 Lapua Mag
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Camping Gear
If you’re heading out into the great outdoors this summer, here’s some gear 
that helps take the “rough” out of “roughing it.”

With features like a 
portable design, 
lockable lid with a 
carry handle and a 
pair of high-pressure 
20,000 BTU burners, 
the Camp Chef 
Summit Two-burner 
Camping Stove will 
easily satisfy your 
outdoor-cooking 
needs. A matchless 
ignition system adds 
an element of safety 
and convenience, 
while adjustable 
feet make leveling 
quick and painless. 
A three-sided wind-
screen and an adapter 
for a 1-pound 
propane cylinder 
are also included. 

MSRP: $159.99
campchef.com

Measuring 14 inches 
long and weighing 
slightly more than
1.5 pounds, the CRKT 
Chogan T-Hawk is a 
versatile piece of gear 
for either utilitarian 
tasks or self-defense. 
Non-slip texturing 
enhances the glass-
reinforced nylon 
handle, and the SK5 
carbon-steel blade is 
powder-coated for 
corrosion resistance. 
The included Boltaron 
sheath features a 
buckle strap and is 
MOLLE-compatible, so 
getting it to your 
campsite to chop 
wood is easy. 

MSRP: $185
crkt.com

The 4 pounds of 
Coletherm insulation 
found in the Coleman 
Lassen 20 Degree 
Sleeping Bag keeps 
campers comfortable 
and warm in tempera-
tures ranging from 
20 to 40 degrees, 
without adding 
excessive weight. 
Generously sized at 
33x75 inches, it sports 
an anti-snag zipper 
and a lightweight, 
polyester outer shell 
paired with a cotton 
� annel interior liner 
for added comfort. 
Best of all, it is 
machine washable 
and tips the scales at 
a svelte 7 pounds. 

MSRP: $49.99
basspro.com

Constructed from 
18-gauge steel, the 
compact, battery-
powered GunVault 
MicroVault XL 
Biometric MVB 1000
can be tucked within 
your luggage, your 
sleeping bag or 
secured to a � xed 
object with an 
included cable, 
making it ideal for 
your campsite, RV or 
home. Access is 
gained via a � nger-
print scanner or with a 
key. The biometric 
reader can store up to 
20 � ngerprints, while 
precise � ttings and a 
high-strength lock 
safeguard against 
prying open with 
hand tools. 

MSRP: $229.99
gunvault.com

All of this gear 
can easily � t into 
the Slumberjack 
Daybreak 2-Person 
Tent. With a packed 
weight of a mere 
6 pounds, it is simple 
and quick to assemble 
and o� ers 30.5 square 
feet of � oor area. 
Steel stakes and 
re� ective guy lines are 
included, while a 
full-coverage rain � y 
ensures  occupants 
remain dry and 
comfortable. The 
addition of trekking 
poles (not included) 
easily converts the 
vestibule into a 
shading awning. 

MSRP: $89.95
slumberjack.com

PRO SHOP    Products    Gear    Accessories
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should be released, indexed and locked  
in place prior to the hammer falling on  
each chamber. 

Should the bolt not lock the cylinder in 
place once the cylinder stops turning, there 
are more problems with the revolver that go 
beyond the scope of my answer to your 
original question. The place to look if that 
were the case would be the engaging 
surfaces of the hand with the ratchet portion 
of the cylinder.

Assuming the timing of the revolver is 
satisfactory, the barrel/cylinder alignment can 
be checked with the range rod corresponding 
to the caliber of the revolver.

Prepare the range rod for insertion into the 
muzzle of the revolver by attaching a length 
of cleaning rod to the threaded end long 
enough for the padded end to contact the 
recoil shield. Since the range rod is designed 
to ride the lands of the barrel closely, a little 
light lubricant will help the process.

It should be noted that the barrel and 
cylinder should be totally clean prior to 
inserting the range rod to prevent a false 
impression due to fouling.

To check the barrel/cylinder alignment, 
carefully push the range rod through the 
barrel to the recoil shield. No additional 
resistance should be felt as the range rod 
transitions through the barrel and cylinder. If 
resistance is felt, mark the location of the 
range rod for further investigation as to what 
is restricting the movement. 

Once all chambers of the cylinder are 
checked in a like manner, providing no 
resistance is encountered, the timing and 
barrel/cylinder alignment of the revolver is 
veri�ed as good. 

If the range rod does not make a smooth 
transition from the barrel to the cylinder, it 
usually means a trip to a competent revolver 
smith—especially if the timing tests are good. 

Range rods are a valuable tool when 
diagnosing a variety of problems (that aren’t 
readily obvious) one might experience with a 
revolver. It is essential for the chambers of the 
cylinder and the forcing cone of the barrel to 
be in alignment for optimum performance 
with a revolver.

Timing Isn’t Everything
In a box of miscellaneous parts a widow of a friend of mine gave me 
recently was a set of range rods. He used these to check the timing 
and alignment of revolvers that he worked on. I never learned how he 
did that as it wasn’t important at the time. Any information you could 
share on how to use range rods would be greatly appreciated.

James Flynn
Tyler, TX

Range Rods are preci-
sion-ground, steel inserts 
threaded on one end and 

padded on the other that are 
inserted into the muzzle of a 

revolver to check the alignment of 
the barrel with the chambers of the cylinder. This 
alignment is critical in achieving the best accuracy 

out of a revolver—particularly pertinent when shooting 
lead bullets. If one or more of the chambers in a revolver 

cylinder are out of alignment with the forcing cone of the barrel, bullets 
of any type will obturate di�erently, resulting in dissimilar impacts on 
the target. With lead bullets, this misalignment can cause “spitting,” 
which equates to particles of lead being ejected to the side of the gun 
at the barrel-cylinder gap. This could be dangerous to the shooter and 
any bystanders. The damage to the bullet as it transitions from the 
cylinder into the barrel often leaves excessive lead deposits in the 
barrel, which degrades accuracy and makes cleaning more di�cult.

The �rst step before using a range rod is to check the timing of the 
revolver. If the timing is o�, there is little a range rod will tell you that 
isn’t already obvious. Keep in mind that timing and barrel/cylinder 
alignment aren’t the same thing. The revolver can test well for timing 
and still not have optimum barrel/cylinder alignment, which is why 
range rods are of value when maximizing a revolver’s potential.

Checking the timing of revolvers is a fairly simple and straight- 
forward process:

First, unload the revolver and secure the ammunition elsewhere. 
Next, slowly pull the hammer back, watching the bolt release the 
cylinder and allowing it to turn, indexing the next chamber with  
the barrel. Before the hammer reaches the full-cock position, the  
bolt should reset and engage the notch in the cylinder, locking it  
in position. This should be done slowly and carefully for each 
chamber in the cylinder. 

For revolvers having double-action capability, the same process 
should be repeated using the trigger to cock the hammer. The cylinder 

TECH WISDOM     George Harris    Field Editor

Correspondence is welcomed and encouraged  
Write to: Shooting Illustrated I NRA I 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 I e-mail: shootingillustrated@nrahq.org
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Ri�e-modi�cation options used to be limited 
to accepting your ri�e as-is, paying a 
gunsmith to work their magic or carefully 
tinkering with a gun that could hardly be 
considered modular. Thankfully, we have 
come far enough out of those dark ages that 
many upgrades are within reach if you have 
the right tools, a little time and a willingness 
to follow instructions.

Unfortunately—and in spite of the many 
how-to sources for �rearm mods—DIY-ers 
still get into trouble from time to time. 
Improperly attached muzzle devices— 
especially those which double as suppressor 
mounts—are more common than they 
should be and may lead to a damaged 
�rearm, sound suppressor and shooter. A 
few simple guidelines can help you avoid 
these outcomes.

Before any tools come near your ri�e, 
consult the manufacturer’s speci�cations 
and owner’s manual, and then closely 
examine the muzzle device that is currently 

The Ole Switcharoo
When it comes to DIY ri�e modi�cation, a few 
simple guidelines can help you avoid any 
unwanted outcomes. 

in place. Ensure that it is not blind pinned 
and welded over, or seam welded to the 
barrel. Either method may be used to 
permanently a�x a muzzle device to comply 
with various state and federal laws, such as 
the National Firearms Act (NFA) of 1934. 

If your actual barrel length is less than  
16 inches or your state mandates permanent 
muzzle-device attachment, removing it on 
your own can result in a lifetime forfeiture of 
your Second Amendment rights. Even if it 
can be legally removed, attempting to do 
the job yourself is likely to leave you with 
ruined barrel threads. Let a gunsmith do that 
work and if you are dealing with a potential 
NFA-compliance issue, �nd a Class II SOT 
licensee (manufacturer of NFA �rearms) who 
can advise you of options and perform any 
necessary work legally. A good pin-and-weld 
job can be hard to spot, so get an experi-
enced eye to check it over if you are not sure 
what you are looking at.

After successfully jumping through that 
hoop, identify the correct wrench size 
needed. Some manufacturers o�er tools that 
are designed for their devices, but most 
common �ash hiders and brakes have wrench 
�ats. The two most-common sizes are ¾ inch 
and 7⁄8 inch, which can be found on many 
armorer wrenches. If a thread-locking 
compound has been used, a few seconds of 
heat-gun application will help loosen that 
bond. A very talented custom barrel maker 
on whom I lean for both general advice and 
premium barrels uses a combination of Kroil 
[oil] and heat to loosen devices that come 
into his shop. He also reserves the use of his 
muzzle-device wrenches for that purpose 
only, which makes good sense. If your wrench 
has been used for car repairs, as a pry-bar or 
to pound in the odd tent stake, any resulting 
marring of the jaws will be transferred to your 
muzzle device. I pad the jaws of my wrenches 
with a pair of �ngers cut o� of a latex glove as 
cosmetic insurance.

Prior to applying torque to a muzzle, the 
barrel should be secured in a suitably 
padded vise. Whether you are working on an 
MSR, bolt gun, lever-action or single-shot 
ri�e, simply clamping the receiver in a 
padded vise or receiver block can twist or 
warp the receiver, shear a barrel’s index pin 
or damage a receiver’s index-pin slot. 

RIFLES    Steve Adelmann    Ri�e Editor

Continued on page 98
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In my ideal world, there wouldn’t be any problems encountered by 
anyone trying to carry around a normal-size service pistol on their daily 
rounds. The reality of things is much di�erent, however.

Clothing styles, dress codes and the dreaded “soft NPE” (“Soft 
Non-Permissive Environment”) can make this impractical for many 
people. The latter is current internet-gun-forum jargon for a place 
where it’s not illegal to carry a gun, but there would be social repercus-
sions to having one’s armed status discovered. From getting asked to 
leave a restaurant to possibly losing a job, these consequences are 
best avoided.

Due to these di�culties, the pocket pistol remains one of the 
most-popular handguns for CCW purposes. While bigger guns can be 
dressed around with enough e�ort, foresight and wardrobe alterations, 
it’s an awful lot of e�ort to do so, and it’s no surprise many will avoid 
that e�ort by dropping a tiny .380 ACP-chambered pistol in a DeSantis 
Nemesis holster into their pocket instead.

Before I go further, I should probably take a moment to de�ne my 
terms. After all, “pocket pistol” has covered a lot of turf over the years. 
Smith & Wesson’s No. 2 Army was a “pocket pistol” in the days of 
19th-century gentleman’s frock coats, and it’s got a 5- or 6-inch barrel. 
Similarly, Colt’s Model 1903 Pocket Hammer (as opposed to the  
Pocket Hammerless) was a gun about the size of a Colt Commander,  
so, obviously, Herculean pockets were still common in the early  
20th century.

When I’m talking about “pocket pistols,” I’m referring to what were 
called “vest pocket” guns. While a J-frame or Glock G43 may �nd a 
home in a coat pocket or a su�ciently large pants pocket, true pocket 
guns tend to be much smaller. A “vest pocket” handgun would be one 
that is small and light enough to cause minimal printing in even fairly 
close-�tting attire.

Playing It Close to the Vest
What is the state of the venerable pocket pistol in 2019?

The very smallest of these would be the  
tiny single-action revolvers, like those from 
North American Arms, and various small-
caliber derringers and single shots.

While it’s probably not the most-popular 
opinion to hold, I think these guns, and their 
larger center�re derringer brethren, are best 
relegated to use as range toys or for shooting 
side matches in Cowboy Action Shooting. 
These days there are many better options for 
pocket carry that are lighter, smaller, hold 
much more ammo, have better sights and 
don’t require manual thumb-cocking 
between shots. Nostalgia shouldn’t have a 
place in selecting a defensive tool.

Then there are the classic pocket guns, the 
.25 Autos. Once among the most-common 
forms of pocket pistol, these have been 
almost driven to extinction. Beretta still o�ers 
the Model 21A Bobcat, and specialists 
Precision Small Arms will sell you an exqui-
sitely �nished example of the little Baby 
Browning, but the arrival of the Kel-Tec P32 
and P-3AT around the turn of the millennium 
pretty much put paid to this category of 
pistol. Also, while it pains me to admit it since 
I toted a little .25 ACP Beretta Jet�re for years, 
the .25 ACP is maybe the cartridge that most 

HANDGUNS    Tamara Keel    Handgun Editor

Continued on page 96
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After many years of youthful machismo (and being broke), I think I 
can � nally admit that the old shotty-in-the-corner-of-the-bedroom 
trick is probably not ideal. For one, my dog could knock over my 
beloved Mossberg with one swish of his beaver-like tail, and two, 
anyone, including my friends’ kids, could get their mitts on it in the 
time it takes to yell “Scram.” While I insist on keeping a shotgun 
ready to spring into action in the deepest of night, I’ve come to 
realize that the 99 percent of the time (or 100 percent to date) 
I’m not using it for self-defense, it should be stored safe from 
dust and unauthorized access. 

Of course, with enough creativity and handiness anyone can build 
the perfect hidden-yet-accessible shotgun rack for the bedroom, but 
plenty of us don’t have such skills. What follows are three general 
types of bedside-shotgun-storage solutions: The � rst list contains 
common items that you may already have, the next contains custom 
ideas that you can build or have built by a carpenter and the third 
contains commercially available products. Pick one based on your 
needs and budget, or come up with one of your own.  

1. Common-Item Solutions
With a little resourceful-

ness you can likely use 
something you already 
have to store your 
shotgun in a safe but 

handy style near your bed. 
The following list is not meant to 

be exhaustive, but rather to spur 
your creativity.

Trigger Lock: The old shotgun-
in-the-corner routine may work for 

you if the gun is made safe from curious hands by a trigger lock that 
you can strip o�  in seconds. Many types are available—including 
some combo-style devices that � t around the entire 
receiver—but even cheap cable-style locks will do. 

Bed drawers: As an Amazon search reveals, many 
commercially made bed frames contain built-in 
drawers, and many are not expensive. Use the drawer 
to house your shotgun. You can even line it with egg 
crate foam from a gun case if you want to get fancy. 
If the drawer isn’t long enough, consider strategically 
drilling a large hole in the far side of the drawer to 
allow the shotgun’s barrel to slide through it so it’ll 
� t. Then consider attaching a simple lock on the 
drawer if you’re worried about unauthorized access. 
A bedside drawer is fast, discreet and keeps the dust 
bunnies at bay.

Store That Shotty
There are plenty of ways to make sure your 
shotgun is safely stowed, yet close at hand.

Gun case: A low-cost option is a hard-
sided gun case under your bed if that’s all 
you have. Attach a cable to its handle and 
then to the bed frame to keep the whole 
case from getting stolen, then simply keep a 
combo lock on the case to keep unwanted 
hands from your shotty. You’ll have to pull 
the case from under the bed to access the 
gun, but the maneuver shouldn’t take more 
than a few seconds.

Tool hangers: Any run to Home Depot’s 
vast garage organization section will reveal 
myriad hooks and hangers that can be used 
to hang a shotgun on a nearby wall or from 
your bed. (A company called Wheeler makes 
its Lockdown Bedside Defender for $29; its 
ends slide under the mattress to support 
your shotgun as it rests on padded hooks.) If 
you combine this hanger method with some 
creative concealment and a trigger lock, it’ll 
also be discreet and safe—not just fast.

2. Custom Builds
With enough creativity and handiness—

or money to a professional carpenter—the 
sky’s the limit on what you can make to hold 
your shotgun in a safe-yet-ready-for-action 
fashion. Here are a few of the interesting 
custom builds I’ve seen.

Picture Frame: The common build is a 
rectangle picture frame hung over the bed 
that lifts up to reveal your loaded shotgun. 
Any decent carpenter can build one to your 
exact specs. If he’s good he’ll line it with 
felt and install a hidden latch so only you 
can open it.

Co� ee Table: I’ve seen these made with 
full-length drawers on the end or a top that 
hinges up like an old school desk to reveal a 

shotgun underneath. 
False Wall/Sliding Wall 

Panel: Between the studs in 
your bedroom is enough 
room for a shotgun. Have a 
carpenter make such a 
recessed cubby, then conceal 
it with a full-length mirror, a 
bookshelf or a poster.

Bedside/Closet Bench: My 
carpenter made a bench for 
my closet, and I modi� ed it by 
hinging the top that opens to 
reveal my Mossberg. It’s quick 
to access, and no one sus-
pects it is there.   

needs and budget, or come up with one of your own.  

1. Common-Item Solutions
With a little resourceful-

ness you can likely use 
something you already 
have to store your 
shotgun in a safe but 

handy style near your bed. 
The following list is not meant to 

Most of us have at least one 
hard-sided case kicking around. 
Lock it, and your shotty is secure. 

Hide in plain sight with the Tactical Walls sliding mirror.

SHOTGUNS   Je�  Johnston    Shotgun Editor
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3. Commercial Products
Yet another internet search reveals 

scores of commercially made vaults, 
locks and gun boxes—some vertical, 
most horizontal styles—that are 
meant for the bedroom. They o�er 
advantages of speed and security, 
but their downside is that they can be 
expensive. If you have the cash, they 
work beautifully.

Hornady Rapid Safe Shotgun  
Wall Lock: It mounts to the wall  
(or bedframe) while its locking 
mechanism clamps around the 

shotgun’s action  
so it can’t be 
removed or �red 
without one of 

several included remote-access 
options. One wave over the safe with 
the bracelet, sticker or fob causes the 
lock to spring open, allowing you to 
grab the shotgun and begin barking 
�re quicker than a whip of a black 
cat’s tail. It costs around $250. 

Fast Box Model 47: There are many 
units like the Fast Box 47, and nearly 
all of them will work. This particular 
one is a 47-pound sturdy metal vault 
box with a quick four-key code lock 
that has a key override. It bolts to the 
�oor under your bed and keeps your 
shotgun handy. MSRP is $299.

Barska Quick Access Biometric Ri�e 
Safe: This 54-inch tall, two-gun 
vertical safe (it’s more like a lockable 
cabinet) is meant to be placed on a 
wall, but it would be perfect for a 
nearby closet. Find it on Amazon for 
around $1,000.

Gun Casket Fast Opening Shotgun 
Safe: This 11-pound, 50-inch long 
product is small and light enough, it 
could even be mounted vertically on 
the back of a door, yet its biometric 
lock makes accessing your shotty a 
snap. It’s available for less than $300.

These are just a few ideas for 
storing your shotgun. There are many 
more, and we would like to hear how 
you secure yours.

We asked our troops what they needed  
most, and they answered, “SOCKS!” 
Your donation will be used to purchase socks 
and ship them to our brave American Heroes  
in harm’s way.

scmCsg.org

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY  
TO SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!
Donate Online Now to  
Socks for Heroes     

CORDOVAOUTDOORS.COM

Visit our site to learn about our origin

and to view our complete product line.

FORGED IN ADVENTURE 
and purpose-built for superior 

performance. Trust Cordova’s full line

of innovative products to outperform 

other premium brands at a level of 

value that is the new standard of cool.

Hornady’s o�ering 
gives quick access.

SHOTGUNS   Store That Shotty



A BETTER

BATTLE
RIFLE

The Desert Tech MDR bullpup responds to

virtually every rifle need with power, agility

and confidence. Full battle-rifle firepower

and multi-caliber interchangeability. Compact 

ergonomics and intuitive, 100% ambidextrous 

controls. Short-stroke piston operating

system for reduced fouling and 

enhanced reliability.

DESERTTECH.COM/MDR

TRUE AMBIDEXTROUS INTERFACE

Including Ejection Port

MULTI-CALIBER CONVERTIBILITY

308 Win, .223 Wylde, 300 BLK 

COMPACT & MANEUVERABLE

26.2” OAL, 16” BBL 

ENGINEERED FOR SAFETY 

& RELIABILITY  

Patented Over-Pressure Control System 
& Short Stroke Piston

MDR .308 Win
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In the late 1980s, gunwriter Dean Grennell took .451 Detonics Mag. 
brass and trimmed it to the same overall length as the .45 ACP cartridge 
case, thus creating the .45 Super. Grennell wrote an article for the 
February 1988 issue of Gun World Magazine, discussing his new version 
of the .45 ACP, which was capable of pushing a 185-grain bullet to 
1,300 fps. In the August 1988 issue of Gun World Magazine, a second 
article about the .45 Super—written by Tom Ferguson—appeared. 
Ferguson was interested in Grennell’s concept cartridge, but he wanted 
to take things a step further. He took a handful of .451 Detonics Mag. 
brass and a 1911 pistol to Ace Hindman of Ace Custom 45s. Hindman 
came up with the idea of heavier springs in the 1911 to make it more 
suited to the higher-pressure cartridge. 

In 1994, Fernando Coelho—owner of Triton Cartridge—reached 
out to Garey Hindman, Ace’s son, who was still converting 1911s and 
even some Smith & Wesson Model 4506 pistols to accommodate the 
.45 Super. The problem with the cartridge was a lack of suitable brass. 
Coelho had recently started Triton Cartridge and felt that with his 
background in load development, coupled with actual in-house 
pressure testing, he would be able to come up with reliable, factory-
loaded, .45 Super ammunition. A deal was struck and Coelho reached 
out to Starline Brass to get the ball rolling. The folks at Starline worked 
with Coelho to establish correct internal case-wall dimensions, web-
area thickness and overall hardness of the cartridge case.

But, just like the .300 BLK found fame because of its name, the 
.45 Super—as a commercial cartridge—was doomed because of what  
it was called. You see, when Ace Hindman passed away, his son trade-
marked “.45 Super.” When Triton made factory-loaded .45 Super  
ammo, Garey Hindman would get a royalty, which was something a 
bit unusual in the ammunition business. Because of this, no major 
�rearm or ammunition manufacturer would o�er .45 Super guns or 
ammunition. There was also the concern that a shooter might load  
and �re .45 Super ammo in a vintage .45 ACP revolver or an old 1911 
and get an unpleasant surprise.

All this led to the birth of the .450 SMC. Coelho was fed up with the 
inherent issues of the .45 ACP/.45 Super cartridge case and the damage 
being done to the potential growth of the .45 Super. One of the case 
problems was primer �ow; you could experiment with di�erent brands 
of primers and powder, but most of the time primers would �ow back 
around the tip of the �ring pin. The solution: switch to a small-primer 

The .450 SMC
Sometimes the modi�cation of 
cartridges can lead to evolution-
ary improvements.

pocket and utilize a small-ri�e primer. Coelho 
reached out to Starline again, asking the 
company to make .45 Super brass with a 
small-primer pocket. That solved the primer-
�ow problem and Triton Cartridge soon began 
o�ering factory-loaded .450 SMC ammunition. 
It was loaded to a maximum average pressure 
(MAP) of 32,000 psi, which is slightly higher 
than .45 Super pressures, but still less than 
the 37,500 psi pressure of the 10 mm. The  
new name—.450 SMC—solved the trade- 
mark problem, and Triton had two loads: a 
165-grain bullet at 1,450 fps and a 230-grain 
bullet at 1,150 fps.

When Triton went out of business in 2003, it 
looked like the .450 SMC was doomed. But, 
another new ammunition company stepped 
up to o�er one of the most potent and 
practical magnum-category, .45-caliber, 
defensive-handgun cartridges ever created. 
Mike McNett of DoubleTap Ammunition 
recognized the usefulness of the .450 SMC  
and his Cedar City, UT-based company now 
o�ers six .450 SMC loads. 

Comparatively speaking, the hottest  
factory 185-grain .45 ACP load you can buy 
will generate only about 1,140 fps, and the 
fastest 230-grain o�ering only about 1,000 fps. 
Essentially, what you get with the .450 SMC are 
10 mm velocities with a .45-caliber instead of  
a .40-caliber bullet.

Of course, since no one is manufacturing 
.450 SMC handguns, what you’re probably 
wondering is what you have to do to shoot 
.450 SMC in your .45 ACP. Well, a .450 SMC 
cartridge can be �red in any .45 ACP handgun. 
However—and this is a big however—it 
should only be �red in full-size .45 ACP 
handguns that have a +P rating. (A 20- to 
22-pound recoil spring in your favorite 5-inch 
1911, or a 21- to 23-pound spring in a Glock.)

When compared to the .45 ACP, the upside 
of the .450 SMC should be obvious. The 
increase in velocity will increase the volume 
of the wound cavity of any expanding or 
�at-point bullet, and with non-expanding 
bullets you’ll see more penetration. But, as 
with everything in life, there’s always a 
trade-o�. With more power out the front 
comes more recoil out the back. Newton 
taught us this with his third law more than 
300 years ago. A 230-grain load �red from  
the .450 SMC cartridge out of a 5-inch 1911  
will generate about 78 percent more recoil 
than a 230-grain load �red from a .45 ACP.

AMMO   Richard Mann    Ammo Editor



Digital sound processing chip 
provides clear sound and makes 
speech easier to understand with less 
feedback than old analog technology

Don’t worry about replacing 
ďĂƩ�ĞƌŝĞƐ��Full Charge Gives 16  
Hours of Use! (Charger Included)

Easy KŶ���Kī���ƵƩ�ŽŶ
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Helps most ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ�ĐĂŶƚ�
hearing losses (call us if you need 
more power)

HCR3 Features!

Rechargeable 
Digital Hearing Aid 
Technology Only $229!*

(*Each when you buy a pair)

The new more powerful HearClearTM HCR3 rechargeable
hearing aid combines advanced technology with a low 
price to provide you with outstanding value.

ΎKŶůǇ�ΨϮϮဓ��ĂĐŚ�tŚĞŶ�zŽƵ��ƵǇ���WĂŝƌ�   
(Coupon Code & Price Valid For A Limited Time Only)     The HCR3
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1-888-200-5015
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US Company 
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Operated
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TM

Simple.
Affordable.
Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aid - For Only $229!*

          

Even Better In Pairs!

Outstanding Product! “This product is 
outstanding. Dad loves it, my mom loves 
ŝƚ��ĂŶĚ�/�Ăŵ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů���ŽŶ�ƚ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
you have to spend a lot of money to get 
a quality hearing aid”           
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Your brain is designed to use both 
ears working together. In fact, studies 
show that you may be 
able to hear up to 3 
Ɵ�ŵĞƐ�ďĞƩ�Ğƌ in noisy 
ƐŝƚƵĂƟ�ŽŶƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�
two hearing aids. Buy a 
pair for the best results 
ĂŶĚ�ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ�ƐĂǀŝŶŐƐ�

5 Star Reviews!

ears working together. In fact, studies 

NOW ON SALE!

HCR3 rechargeable
A) Microphone 
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C) Volume Control

D) USB Charging Port &  
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G) Sound Tube

� e new HearClearTM HCR3 Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids are 
now available to you for an unbelievably a� ordable price! � e HCR3 is 
packed with the same key technologies that all high end digital hearing 
aids share while leaving out the extra bells and whistles that increase 
cost and require expensive adjustments. � is helps you hear better, 
while saving you a lot of money.

Your new HearClear HCR3 hearing aids 
work at a fraction of the cost of 
name-brand hearing aids, and you won’t 
have to keep changing the batteries! 
You will love the discreet, comfortable, 
lightweight Open-� t design. � e HCR3 is pre-programmed for most 
moderate to signi� cant hearing losses, so you won’t need professional 
appointments to make costly adjustments. It is shipped directly to you 
and will help you hear better right out of the box!

You can spend thousands for an expensive hearing aid, or you can 
spend just $249 for a hearing aid that is great for most hearing losses 
(only $229 each when you buy a pair – hear up to 3 times better than 
wearing just one). We are so sure you will love your hearing aids that 
we o� er a 100% Money Back Guarantee - Risk Free if you are not 
satis� ed for any reason.
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A few years ago, I was coming out of a New Mexico restaurant after 
having lunch. As I stepped from the sidewalk into the parking lot, I saw a 
scru�y-looking guy, de�nitely out of place, with his hands in his coat 
pockets, headed straight for me. As he closed, he asked me the time.

Spotting this guy, I had immediately gone from Condition Yellow to 
Condition Orange, feeling that he was a potential threat. He didn’t look 
like the kind of guy who would really care what time it was and, as you 
might expect, there were clocks on the wall just inside the restaurant.

I put my left hand up, palm out, in a gesture that said “Stop.” My right 
hand brushed my coat back just enough so I could get my hand on my 
pistol. My body was slightly bladed away from him so he could not see 
what my right hand was doing. I said, “Go away.” And he did.

Now, quite honestly, this guy was probably just a panhandler who 
was looking for a handout. They will often ask some innocuous ques-
tion in order to open a conversation that leads to a request for money. 
But, thieves and robbers use the same tactics.

Thinking back, I wonder just how many times the presence of a gun, 
seen or not, has stopped what could have been a criminal attack. I 
suspect it happens every day across this country.

Some years ago, o�cers in my department arrested several armed 
robbers in the middle of their latest robbery. One of the crooks was 
cooperative and gave a confession. He was so cooperative, in fact, that 
he agreed to ride around with some of us and critique the “rob-ability” 
of the various convenience stores in our town. 

One place looked really good to me and I asked the robber why they 
never hit that place. He told me that they had cased it, but marked it o� 
their list when they saw the night clerk. He said the night clerk looked 
like a cowboy—that is, the kind of guy who would keep a gun handy. 
They were right. I knew the clerk and he kept a .45 Colt New Service 
close at hand.

One authority, who has made a study of violent crime, believes that 
hundreds of thousands of serious, deadly crimes are stopped by armed 
citizens each year. He further estimates that in at least 98 percent of 

No Shots Fired
The easiest way to win a gun�ght is to avoid 
having one entirely.

these cases, a shot is never �red. The crooks 
see a gun or suspect the presence of a gun 
and can’t get away from there fast enough. 
For various reasons, many of these cases are 
never reported to law enforcement.

Those of us who carry defensive handguns 
might do well to keep this in mind. When you 
think that a violent confrontation is headed 
your way and there is still time before the 
�reworks start, it might be a good idea to 
present an appearance that says, “I have a gun. 
Go away.” There is really nothing to be lost by 
this. If they continue and the situation merits 
it, you can still deploy the �rearm.

When you see someone, from a distance, 
approaching with a knife or club, you might 
very well draw to the low-ready position and, 
again, give the command, “Go away.” Being in 
Condition Red, at this time, you are ready to 
back up your command with whatever force 
is necessary.

The one pitfall in these types of situations is 
to be one of those who doesn’t report the 
incident to law enforcement. You holster up 
and go on about your business while the bad 
guys contact law enforcement and tell a tale 
that clearly makes you the aggressor. While the 
truth might �nally come out, you are more 
than likely going to be the one who is kissing 
the gravel and wearing new bracelets before it 
is over. If the bad guy saw your gun, or if you 
think he might have, report it immediately. 

In my encounter with the urban outdoors-
man in the restaurant parking lot, I knew he 
hadn’t seen my gun and I was purposely 
positioned so that no one else could see it. 
Had there been any doubt about that in my 
mind, I would have been on the cell phone 
dialing 9-1-1.

Finally, while producing our gun to stop a 
problem before it gets out of hand, we want 
to make sure that we are not violating any 
brandishing laws. The only way to make sure 
of this is to carefully study the laws in your 
state and then to discuss it further with an 
attorney or law enforcement. As with other 
aspects of personal defense, gun-shop 
advisers and social-media superstars are 
usually not a reliable source of legal advice. 

If you can stop a violent attack before it 
starts, good for you. You just saved yourself a 
lot of headaches and maybe some heart-
aches. Report the incident immediately if 
there’s any reason it might be necessary. It’s 
the smart thing to do.

STRAIGHT TALK    Sheri� Jim Wilson    Field Editor



In the early 1930s watch manufacturers took a 
clue from Henry Ford’s favorite quote concerning 

his automobiles, “You can have any color as long as 
it is black.” Black dialed watches became the rage  
especially with pilots and race drivers. Of course, 
since the black dial went well with a black tuxedo, 
the adventurer’s black dial watch easily moved from 
the airplane hangar to dancing at the nightclub. 
Now, Stauer brings back the “Noire”, a design based 
on an elegant timepiece built in 1936. Black dialed, 
complex automatics from the 1930s have recently hit 
new heights at auction. One was sold for in excess of 
$600,000. We thought that you might like to have an affordable 
version that will be much more accurate than the original.

Basic black with a twist. Not only are the dial, hands and face 
vintage, but we used a 27-jeweled automatic movement. This is 
the kind of engineering desired by fine watch collectors world-
wide. But since we design this classic movement on state of the  art 
computer-controlled Swiss built machines, the accuracy is excellent. 
Three interior dials display day, month and date. We have priced 
the luxurious Stauer Noire at a price to keep you in the black… 
only 3 payments of $33. So slip into the back of your black  
limousine, savor some rich tasting black coffee and look at your 
wrist knowing that you have some great times on your hands.

An offer that will make you dig out your old tux. 
The  movement of the Stauer Noire wrist watch car-
ries an extended two year warranty. But first enjoy 
this handsome timepiece risk-free for 30 days for 
the extraordinary price of only 3 payments of $33. If 
you are not thrilled with the quality and rare design, 
simply send it back for a full refund of the item price. 
But once you strap on the Noire you’ll want to stay 
in the black.

“I’’ve gotten many compliments on 
this watch. The craftsmanship is 

phenomenal and the watch is  
simply pleasing to the eye.”

—M., Irvine, CA

“GET THIS WATCH.”

—M., Wheeling, IL

27 jewels and hand-
assembled parts drive  

this classic masterpiece.

I’ll Take Mine Black…No Sugar

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

27-jewel automatic movement  •  Month, day, date and 24-hour, sun/ moon dials  •  Luminous markers  •  Date window at 3’ o’clock  

•  Water resistant to 5 ATM  •  Crocodile embossed leather strap in black fits wrists to 6½"–9"

Stauer Noire Watch  $399† 

Your Cost With Offer Code   $99 + S&P  Save $300

OR 3 credit card payments of $33 + S&P

1-800-333-2045
 Offer Code: NWT4��-06 
  You must use this offer code to get our special price. 

Stauer®

14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Ste 155, Dept. NWT4��-06 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.stauer.com

† Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price 

on Stauer.com without your offer code.

Rating of A+

Exclusive Offer—Not Available in Stores

Back in Black:  
The New Face of 
Luxury Watches
“...go black. Dark 

and handsome 

remains a classic 

for a reason”

— Men’s Journal
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ANNUAL MEETINGS

RACING FOR 
FIREARMS FREEDOM 

IN INDIANAPOLIS
THE 2019 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS & EXHIBITS PUT OUR SACRED 

SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS IN POLE POSITION.
By NRA Staff
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In racing circles, the “pole position” 
is the most favorable position at 
the starting line of a race, and 
that’s where the 81,283 attending 

NRA members found themselves as 
the 148th NRA Annual Meetings & 
Exhibits in Indianapolis, Ind., raced 
from thrilling start to heartwarming 
finish. With 15 acres of guns and gear 
on display in the Exhibit Hall, a surprise 
visit from President Donald Trump and 
Vice President Mike Pence, dozens 
of expert-led seminars and a day just 
to celebrate the next generation of 
Second Amendment supporters, this 
year’s Annual Meetings are sure to go 
down in the record books.

The sold-out NRA-ILA Leadership 
Forum, always a can’t-miss member 
favorite, was headlined for the 
third consecutive year by a sitting 
president, Donald Trump—and for the 
second consecutive year together with 
Vice President Pence. (In fact, prior to 
2017, the last American president to 
grace the Annual Meetings was Ronald 
Reagan in 1983.) It was a stirring 
testament to President Trump’s 
dedication to preserving the  
Second Amendment.

Another important highlight was 
found at the NRA booth at the heart 
of the show, where NRA Women 
hosted special opportunities to 
meet women who have dedicated 
themselves to protecting the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms. A special 
sign-up carrel for new female NRA 
members stood alongside the world’s 
most perfect “selfie space,” stocked 
with Annie Oakley’s rifle (courtesy of 
the NRA’s National Firearms Museum) 
and attended by NRA Board Members 

such as Marion Hammer and  
Il Ling New, and champion shooter 
Vera Koo—role models for NRA 
women everywhere.

Although the Exhibit Hall, bursting 
at the seams with thousands of 
innovative outdoor products, is always 
a prime attraction for NRA members, 
those who ventured outside the show 
floor found informative seminars 
led by world-famous experts in the 
world of guns, hunting and self-
defense. Members also delighted in 
the fellowship and inspiration offered 
by the National Prayer Breakfast, the 
NRA-ILA Dinner and Auction, Sunday’s 
Youth Day, the NRA Country concert 
(headlined by superstar Second 
Amendment supporter Alan Jackson), 
the NRA Foundation Barbecue and 
Auction, the Women’s New Energy 

Breakfast and so much more. No matter 
your reason for supporting the Right to 
Keep and Bear Arms or your personal 
interests, the 148th Annual Meetings & 
Exhibits had something for you.

There’s nothing like three days of 
firearms, freedom and family fun to 
make one feel refreshed and refocused 
on our blessings as Americans—and 
on the road ahead. We hope you'll 
join us next year as we welcome 
NRA members to the 149th Annual 
Meetings & Exhibits in Nashville, Tenn., 
April 17-19, 2020! 

(Top): For the 148th consecutive year, the Meeting of Members celebrated NRA as the oldest 
and largest civil rights organization in America. (Above, L to R): NRA-ILA Executive Director 
Chris Cox, President Donald Trump and NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre 
addressed a sold-out crowd of exuberant NRA Members at the NRA-ILA Leadership Forum.
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Clockwise from top: MidwayUSA's Potterfield family opened the Annual 
Meetings Exhibition Hall Friday morning to the families waiting just outside 
the ribbon; shopping the NRA Store outside the Exhibition Hall is a great way 
to outfit your NRA family with the latest gear at great prices; a new award was 
introduced during the Members' Meeting this year: the Roy Innis Liberty Award, 
which honors the longtime NRA Board member, civil rights activist and Second 
Amendment Champion whose name it bears; our beloved Eddie Eagle posed 
with two of the 30 million children reached by the Eddie Eagle program since 
its inception; the Pyramyd Air Air Gun Range delighted shooters of all ages 
and ability levels with some "trigger time," all under the close supervision of 
volunteer Range Safety Officers. 



NRA WOMEN
The 2019 Annual Meetings embraced NRA women 
with female-specific seminars and events, such as 
the Women’s New Energy Breakfast, which opened 
with a stirring speech from Susan LaPierre, as well as 
networking and roundtable discussions with female 2A 
activists and leaders such as past NRA President Marion 
Hammer (above), the first woman to hold the position. 
Top l: Welcoming NRA Youth Ambassadors were NRA 
Board member Susan Howard (center) and incoming NRA 
President Carolyn Meadows (second from r.).
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Clockwise: NRA Members pledged their allegiance at the NRA-ILA Leadership Forum; NRA Country 
superstar Alan Jackson thrilled a standing-room-only crowd Saturday night; the Meeting of Members the 
following morning featured awards presented by EVP Wayne LaPierre to the oldest and youngest Life 
Members of the NRA present at the Meetings ... the oldest member of our NRA family was 92-years-
young Herbert A. Louis of Ohio; the youngest was almost-2-month-old Elizabeth Ryan of Michigan.



ANNUAL MEETINGS
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Our 2019 NRA-ILA Leadership Forum was one that 
nobody will soon forget. President Donald Trump 
and Vice President Mike Pence brought all 15,000 
NRA members to their feet.

And President Trump made history on our stage. Pulling 
out a pen in front of thousands of NRA members in atten-
dance—millions more watching all around the country—the 
President signed a letter to the U.S. Senate announcing his 
decision to withdraw the U.S. from the disastrous United 
Nations Arms Trade Treaty.

It was a great moment. It was an amazing victory for 
freedom. And it was a true testament to the power of your 
leadership as an NRA-ILA supporter.

But let me be clear. Our fight is not yet finished—not by a 
long shot. 

The 2020 election—which is already going at breakneck 
speed—is going to be the biggest Second Amendment 
battle of our lifetimes. 

Every candidate running to defeat President Trump has 
vowed to make the destruction of our gun rights their top 
priority on their very first day in office.

And the only thing standing in their way is you, me, and 
the men and women of the National Rifle Association. Saving 
freedom is up to us. And I know that, together, we CAN and 
WILL win this fight.

It’s a privilege and an honor to serve you as the Executive 
Director of NRA Institute for Legislative Action. And I’m 
proud to stand tall with you each and every day against 
those who would strip us of our freedom and deny us the 
ability to protect ourselves and those we love.

Chris W. Cox
NRA-ILA Executive Director

Chris W. Cox
“Together, no one can match 
the righteousness of our cause 
or the sheer determination 
of our people. The tougher 
it gets, the more impossible 
the odds, the higher the 
stakes—the stronger we get. 
Because we’re the National 
Rifle Association of America. 
We do one thing and we do it 
better than anyone else. We 
stand, we fight, and, by God, 
we win.”

Wayne LaPierre 
“The only reason I can keep 
up this fight is because 
of you. Because of your 
leadership. Because of 
what’s in your hearts. 
Because of what you believe 
and the way you live your 
lives every day. … You 
inspire me. You fire me up. 
You keep me going.”

LtCol Oliver North 
“I admire your patriotism, 
your independent spirit, your 
commitment to America’s 
traditional values … We do 
know freedom is what makes 
America Great, because we’re 
the National Rifle Association 
of America; guardians of 
liberty and yes, we are still 
freedom's safest place.”

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz
“That spirit is Texas, but that 
spirit is also the United States 
of America. It is who we are. It 
is who you are. And it is why 
I am proud to stand with the 
men and women gathered 
here. I’m proud to stand with 
you in support of the Second 
Amendment, of the Bill of 
Rights, of the Constitution of 
the United States of America.”

NRA-ILA 
Makes History 

In Indy!
NRA-ILA’s 2019 Leadership Forum 

Presenting Sponsor Townhall Media/Bearing Arms and 
sponsored by Henry Repeating Arms
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Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb
“We’re grateful for the work 
that you’re doing. You’ve 
heard e very single speaker 
recognize the importance of 
standing on that front line—
standing in the gap to protect 
our Second Amendment 
and to promote the safe and 
responsible gun ownership 
that we all know.”

President Donald Trump 
“ I want to thank all of you, the proud, card-carrying members 
of the NRA. Every day, you stand up for our God-given rights 
without exception, without fail, and without apology. Together, 
we are fighting for the timeless values that have built and 
sustained our nation. And our nation is greater today than it has 
ever been.”

“To all of our incredible friends at the NRA, thank you for 
fighting the good fight. It is an honor to fight by your side. And 
it’s an honor to be with everyone in this giant hall today. I am 
with you. I will never, ever let you down. Thank you. God bless 
you. And God bless the United States of America.”

Vice President Mike Pence
“There are no greater 
champions of America’s 
tradition of responsible gun 
ownership than all of you and 
the 5 million proud men and 
women of the NRA. Thank you 
for your stand. And I’m here 
today to tell you: We’re with 
you. President Trump and I 
are with the NRA today, and 
tomorrow and always, because 
the National Rifle Association 
stands for freedom.”

U.S. Sen. Todd Young
“Let me just take a brief 
opportunity to say thank 
you. Thank you for helping 
to elect a President who 
will stand up for our 
Constitutional rights. Thank 
you for electing a Vice 
President from the great 
state of Indiana in Mike 
Pence who will stand up and 
safeguard our cherished 
freedoms.”

Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin
“You are the ones who are 
standing by your nation 
now, and I thank you. As the 
Governor of Kentucky, I thank 
you. This nation thanks you. 

… You’ve heard the term 
about the watchmen on the 
wall. You are the watchmen 
on the wall.”

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun
“Hunting, for instance, isn’t 
the foundation of defending 
our Second Amendment 
rights. Well, whether it’s 
hunting, whether it’s 
recreation, whether it’s 
self-defense—all of that is 
in peril.”

House Republican Whip 
Rep. Steve Scalise

“I will tell you this country 
is worth fighting for. Our 
freedoms are worth fighting 
for. I thank each and every 
one of you for being a part 
of the NRA—an organization 
that helps fight for those 
fundamental freedoms. This 
is the greatest country in the 
history of the world, and we’re 
going to keep fighting to make 
sure it stays just that way.”

Turning Point USA’s 
Kyle Kashuv

“Our courtrooms are 
protected by guns. Our 
airports are protected 
by guns. Our banks are 
protected by guns. And 
guess what, even our elected 
officials are protected by 
guns. Why are our schools 
not deserving of the same 
protection? … The solution 
to school shootings is the 
Second Amendment.”

Candace Owens
“My question to the 
Democrat Party today is 
quite simple. Before you 
guys try to rid law-abiding 
gun owners of their right 
to defend themselves, why 
don’t you rid the urban 
cities of your policies which 
have resulted in more gun 
deaths across America than 
you would ever care to 
acknowledge?”
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Daniel Defense, one of the industry’s pre-
mier manufacturers of AR-15s, stepped 

outside its niche for the �rst time with 
an all-new bolt-action ri�e built 

from the ground up.

After years spent in the AR-15-accessory market, Daniel Defense 
began selling complete ri�es in 2009. Now, 10 years after those 
�rst AR-15s, the company dominates the MSR market, with 

sales running neck and neck with longtime industry giants like Ruger 
and Smith & Wesson. However, the team at Black Creek isn’t slowing 
down, and the new Daniel Defense Delta 5 showcases a continuing 
trend of forward-thinking at the company.

Photos By Jesse Snyder  By Evan Brune
Associate Editor, Digital

Daniel Defense
Delta 5

the
From MSRs to Manual Actions: 
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Several separate elements collided to 
spark the development of the new   
Daniel Defense Delta 5. Marty Daniel, 
company founder and CEO, recognized 
a truth about his involvement with 
the company’s product-development 
process that needed some attention; 
namely, he was the product-development 
process. For years, Daniel Defense’s 
new-product launches were what 
Daniel wanted to launch. He needed 

the aspects also highlighted in the company’s AR line, thanks 
particularly to Daniel Defense’s cold-hammer-forged (CHF) barrels. 
The company is one of the few manufacturers in the industry with 
its own, in-house CHF machines, and this advantage proved to be a 
boon in the development of the Delta 5. Finally, a longtime � xture 
of DD’s AR line has been the ergonomic furniture designed 
in-house for the company’s guns, and this focus on � t and feel also 
played an important role when it came to designing the Delta 5.

At the heart of every gun is the barreled action, so that seems 
to be a good place to start when examining the Delta 5 design.  
One of the most-prominent elements of the ri� e that screams to 
observers is the huge, notched nut located just forward of the 
action. This is one of the core features of the Delta 5, as this gun 
allows owners to easily change out barrels with only a vise and 
the company’s proprietary barrel-nut wrench, included whenever 
anyone orders a spare barrel (additional barrels will cost less 
than $500). When installing a barrel, simply torque the nut to 
55 foot-pounds. A properly torqued barrel nut holds the barrel 
and its extension at the right spot inside the receiver, so there’s no 
need to use gauges to check headspace during barrel installation.

While we’re talking about the barrel, let’s get into the speci� cs. 
Daniel Defense produces these cold-hammer-forged, Heavy Palma 
barrels in-house from stainless steel, and the CHF process is what 
produces the unique texture on the barrel’s exterior. Durability is a 
big bene� t of this process, and during testing, DD engineers noted 
that they had � red more than 4,000 rounds through a single Delta 5 
barrel without seeing any kind of degradation in accuracy. The 
barrel’s exteriors are also treated with a tungsten-Cerakote � nish 
to match the action and barrel nut.

a product-development team to start slowly 
replacing his singular vision if the company 
was going to survive long-term. In addition, 
several members of the DD team had 
long discussed the need for a new ri� e 
action that wasn’t just another, “Me, too!” 
in the marketplace. Remington 700s and 
Savage 110s were great for what they were, 
but simply improving on these foundational 
platforms wasn’t enough. Something more 
was needed. 

Of course, with a rich history and body 
of experience with the AR platform, it 
makes sense that Daniel Defense would 
zero in on modularity as one of the key 
elements of the Delta 5. Durability is one of 

Top: A prominent 
barrel nut is essential 
for the AR-15-like 
barrel-swap feature 
on the Delta 5.

Shooting Results
Load Velocity  Group Size
  Smallest Largest Average
Hornady Match 168-grain ELD Match 2,597 .33 .96 .67
Federal Gold Medal Match 175-grain BTHP 2,522 .51 .83 .71
Federal Gold Medal Berger 185-grain OTM 2,518 .74 1.10 1.00
Velocity measured in fps 10 feet from the muzzle for 10 consecutive shots with an Oehler Model 36 
chronograph. Temperature: 73 degrees Fahrenheit. Accuracy measured in inches for � ve consecutive, 
� ve-shot groups at 100 yards from a shooting-bag rest.

Manufacturer: Daniel Defense; 
(866) 554-4867, danieldefense.com

Action Type: Bolt-action
Caliber: .308 Win.
Capacity: 5 rounds
Barrel Length: 20 inches
Rifling: 5 grooves; 1:10-inch RH twist
Sights: None; 20-MOA Picatinny rail 

for mounting optics

Trigger Pull Weight: Adjustable; 1.5 to 
4 pounds

Stock: Adjustable; carbon-fiber-reinforced 
polymer

Length: 40 inches
Weight: 8 pounds, 15 ounces
Accessories: Stock spacers, 5-round 

Magpul PMag, hard case, manual
MSRP: $2,199

Speci� cations

Above: The muzzle 
features standard 
5⁄8x24 TPI threads and 
includes a thread 
protector.

FEATURE  The Daniel Defense Delta 5



FASTER TARGET ACQUISITION STARTS

WITH FASTER RED DOT ACQUISITION.
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MADE IN 

THE U.S.A.

•  Large, circular � eld of view for immediate red dot 

acquisition and tracking

•  Increased shooting speed and accuracy

•  Intuitive, easy-to-adjust dot illumination controls

•  Same footprint as RMR® and � ts popular red-dot-

ready pistols

•  Top-loading battery

•  Forged 7075 aluminum housing

See the technology at Trijicon.com/SRO.

Trijicon SRO
™

The new Trijicon SRO™ is designed with a maximized � eld of view and a clean, crisp red dot that deliver 

improved pistol accuracy in competitive-shooting and target-shooting applications. It’s also engineered 

with Trijicon’s legendary durability, so it can withstand abuse on and off the range.
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The action is an entirely new design from 
Daniel Defense. One of the highlights is the 
integrated recoil lug, which actually wraps 
around the entire action from top to 
bottom. The primary job of the recoil lug is 
to prevent the action from moving inside 
the stock. Rather than bedding down into 
the stock itself, though, the action sits 
inside an aluminum mini-chassis, which 
features a cut-out at its leading edge in 
which the recoil lug sits. This mini-chassis 
then mates with dual pillars integrated into 
the bottom metal cut to accept AICS-
pattern magazines, leading to a fully 
bedded action and a free�oated barrel.

In addition to an action designed from 
the ground up, Daniel Defense also tackled 
the stock design in-house. While this was 
done partly to address the proprietary 
nature of the action footprint, designing the 
stock allowed the DD team to address 
every aspect of the gun’s ergonomics, step 
by step. Dozens of different stock designs 
underwent testing for �t and feel, with  
special attention paid to the grip in  
particular. The rear of the grip is designed 
to guide a shooter’s thumb into the shallow 
depression on the strong side of the stock 
wrist. This aids in ensuring that the trigger 
pull is linear for more-accurate shooting.

 

Daniel Defense’s 
design team also 
aimed to make the 
stock ambidextrous 
and easily adjusted 
to �t a wide range  
of shooters. Each 
ri�e ships with   
additional stock 
spacers, and  
loosening two Torx 
screws accessed 
through a narrow 
slot in the rubber 
buttpad allows 
length-of-pull  
adjustment. At the 
top of the stock is 
an adjustable cheek-
piece, which can be 
raised or lowered 
with a thumbscrew. 
The comb can also 
be adjusted to the 
left or right or 
angled to �t a  
shooter’s face  
contour, thanks to 

two Torx screws located on the top of the 
cheek-piece. The stock also features a wide, 
�at fore-end for shooting off bags.

Our �rst opportunity to shoot the  
Daniel Defense Delta 5 came at the 
November 2018 rollout of the new gun, and 
the platform was, I noted at the time,  
“boringly accurate.” All the attendees 
assembled were able to reach out at 
extended ranges with ease, ringing steel at 
800 to 1,000 yards with little dif�culty. 
Daniel Defense doesn’t ship this ri�e with 
an accuracy guarantee, but the gun’s 
designers noted that obtaining .5-MOA 
groups should be possible with the right 
loads and, of course, the right shooter.

With that kind of con�dent statement, 
though, it seems that obtaining at least sub-
MOA performance should be a given for 
this platform. Though it’s claimed that this 
ri�e can achieve .5-MOA groups or better, 

1. Comb height is 
easily adjusted, as 
well as cast-o� or 
cast-on.

2. Shallow depres-
sions on the grip aid 
in thumb placement.

3. With a 20-MOA-
canted rail, the 
long-range chops  
of the Delta 5  
are evident.

4. The unique texture 
on the Delta 5’s  
barrel  is a result of 
the CHF process.

5. A Sako-style 
extractor contributes 
to reliability, and a 
three-lug bolt 
provides a short, 
60-degree throw.

2
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1
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Every day tough meets every day carry

Stoeger brings an earned reputation for durable, 

dependable shotguns to the world of semiautomatic 

pistols with the new STR-9.  This striker-fi red 9mm 

comes packed with features you'd expect in a pistol 

costing twice as much. Its integrated rail, internal 

safety, reversible magazine release, optimized slide 

serrations, three-dot sight system and enhanced

ergonomics deliver consistent performance and

comfort. Three interchangeable backstraps offer a

custom fi t to get you on target quickly. To experience 

its fi t, feel, balance and quality fi rst hand, ask your 

fi rearm dealer to show you the new Stoeger STR-9. For 

more information, please visit StoegerIndustries.com.

Rugged and Reliable Protection
The all-new STR-9 from Stoeger

STR-9, 9MM
15+1 CAPACITY

Shotguns • Pistols • Air Guns



LONG RANGE MADE EASY. 
The Second Zero

®

 is an optional accessory that enables 
you to instantly add 4.3 or 11.5 MOA to your scope.

LEARN MORE AT AxeonOptics.com
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HOLD OVER NO HOLD OVER 

I’m de�nitely not that 
good of a shooter. That 
being said, though, the 
Delta 5 gave me one of the 
best groups I’ve ever shot, 
measuring in at .33 inch 
using 168-grain Hornady 
Match ammo. Seriously, 
I never do that, so it’s  
certainly a testament to 
the capabilities of this ri�e. The factory-
installed, Remington 700-pattern Timney 
Elite Hunter trigger certainly aided in my 
shooting, providing a wide, serrated face 
for easy �nger placement, a crisp break 
and short travel. 

Overall, the concept of a modular,  
easily modi�ed precision platform that attracts tinkerers and 
AR-ri�e fans to the world of precision shooting is an attractive one, 
and I hope to see more caliber and stock options from  
Daniel Defense and other manufacturers as this ri�e takes hold. 
The Daniel Defense Delta 5 is also capable of impressive  
performance on the range, which certainly bodes well for its 
success in the precision-ri�e market. It appears the dynamic team 
in Black Creek, GA, isn’t running out of steam anytime soon.

1. M-Lok slots on the sides and bottom of the 
stock allow for accessory attachments.

2. The two-position safety selector will be 
familiar to many of today’s ri�e shooters.

3. Each Delta 5 is equipped with an adjustable 
Timney Elite Hunter trigger.

2

3

1
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TERMS.TRAINING.Your Your

Motorcycle Repair Technician      

Wildlife/Forestry Conservation

Auto Repair Technician

HVACR Technician

Small Engine Repair

Diesel Mechanics

GUNSMITH
plus other related programs like:

Nationally accredited College

Regionally and nationally accredited Career School

A� ordable - 0% interest, low monthly payments

Built-in career services

Expert instructor support

Online Community

Includes over 50 short instructional videos

Discounted rates for the Personal Defense Network

Take your future into your own hands and learn the skills that will help you take the fi rst step towards becoming a 

professional gunsmith. With Penn Foster Career School, you can train on your own time and at a pace that ‘s right for you.

Call Today: 1-800-596-5505 ext. 1212
or visit us at pennfoster.edu/illust

We’re Di� erent:

Enter ID# ASHS69V to enroll online

twitter.com/pennfoster  •  facebook.com/pennfostereducation 

Penn Foster College, Administrative O�  ce, 14300 N. Northsight Blvd., Suite 125, Scottsdale, AZ 85260

Penn Foster Career School, 925 Oak Street, Scranton, PA 18515
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A high-tech gun coating 
need not have a high 
price if you do it yourself.

  Story and Photos by Bryce M. Towsley 

It’s easy to feel inadequate when you go to the range and see 
all the “tactical” looking handguns while yours is basic 
black and a little worn and shabby. 

Any professional gunsmith would be happy to coat your pis-
tol with one of the “in” colors such as �at dark earth, burnt 
bronze or, for the adventuresome among us, pink with fuchsia 
highlights. The trouble is, the cost is pretty high. 

Fear not. Coating a handgun is a good do-it-yourself project 
for the advanced amateur. Most of the cost for a pro is in labor. 
I look at tinkering on guns as recreation, so the hours spent 

are really of no concern. You can have fun doing this and 
end up with a very cool-looking shootin’ iron. 

All this applies to long guns as well. The main differ-
ence is that they require a bigger oven for heat-

cured coatings. 
There is a wide range of spray-on coatings 

available. Some require oven curing, while 
others will air-cure. While I am covering the 
process used for heat-cured products like 
Cerakote, you may also consider a simpler 

approach with an air-cure product. 
Professionals believe that the most-durable �n-

ish is one that’s baked on, but one that dries at 
room temperature can hold up well. As you read on you will 
see that oven-cured products require more equipment. Do not 
be afraid to experiment with spray �nishes that air-cure. I 
have used them for many years with considerable success. 

Air-cure products I have had good luck with include 
Cerakote C, DuraCoat and Brownells Aluma-Hyde II. Some of 
them come in rattle cans for easy application. Others must be 
applied with a spray gun or airbrush. Cerakote C is a spray-
gun-only proposition. 

Bake-on products include Cerakote H and Elite, DuraBake 
and a couple from Brownells: Gun-Kote and Te�on/Moly. 
Cerakote and Te�on/Moly are spray gun only, while the others 
have multiple application options. The list goes on with a lot of 
other products on the market, but these are what I have some 
experience using.

Color Me
Impressed
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The key to success is in the prepa-
ration work. Your best approach 
with any spray coating is to sand-
blast the surface, as explained later. 
However, if you do not have a sand-
blaster or even an air compressor, 
DuraCoat has a product called 
No-Sand that is said to eliminate the 
need for sandblasting when used 
with its air-dry coatings. I have not 
tried it, but it has a good reputation 
and the DuraCoat products I have 
used worked as advertised. No-Sand 
with air-dry DuraCoat, which is 
available in aerosol cans, may well 
be a good choice if your resources 
are limited. 

For handguns, you could do the 
heat-cured �nishes in your kitchen 
oven. That works best for old and 
stinky bachelor, hermit types. To 
maintain domestic bliss, however, 
use a dedicated toaster oven in  
your shop or garage. Buy the  
biggest one you can �nd. Also,  
pick up an oven thermometer, as 
those built into the oven are not 
accurate enough. 

Strip and Clean
Strip the handgun down to parts. 

That includes removing the 
sights. Clean and degrease 
the parts using acetone or 
Brakleen. You must remove 
all dirt, crud, grease and 
oil. These solvents can be 
hard on some plastics, so 

be cautious with any poly-
mer parts. After degreas-
ing, do not handle the parts 
with bare hands, as �nger-
prints leave oil. Powder-free 
latex gloves are probably 
the best option. 

If your gun is a “seasoned” �re-
arm, you should remove any pits or 
scratches, or else those can show 
through the coating. 

Of course, if there is any rust it 
must be completely removed or the 
coating will not stick properly. Once 
the parts are clean and prepped, 
completely degrease them again 
using a solvent that dries without 
residue. Brakleen is good, acetone is 
better. It’s probably best not to soak 
non-metal parts, but to spray and 
wipe with a clean cloth dampened 
with degreaser. 

Tape off anything you will not be 
coating with painter’s masking tape. 
That includes the surface of any 
moving parts that are a critical �t. 
The slide rails for example, should 
not be coated. If you are coating the 
barrel, plug both ends. I use tapered 
silicone plugs. Be careful about 
where you coat, as this adds dimen-
sion. For example; coating a 1911 
barrel where it’s visible in the ejec-
tion port is �ne; coating where it �ts 
into the bushing usually is not. 

Now is a good time to �gure out 
how you will hang the parts in the 
oven. They must hang so nothing 

Leave
nothing
Leave
nothingnothing
Leave

to chance
nothing
to chanceto chance
nothing

YOU CAN’T CONTROL THE RAIN.

Or the wind. Or the fog. But 

you can put the round where 

you aim it. Luck is overrated. 

So take it out of the equation 

with the smooth action and 

extreme precision of a Bergara.

SHOOT ONE, YOU’LL OWN ONE.

BERGARARIFLES.COM

Tape o� the parts you don’t 
want coated and use wire to 
suspend the components as 
they dry.

Clean the surface free of oil, 
carbon and other contami-
nants. Acetone or brake 
cleaner work well for this task.

FEATURE  Color Me Impressed



 07.19 | SHOOTINGILLUSTRATED.COM | 61

touches them. You can shape wire 
hangers to hang from the top shelf. I 
have some magnetic hooks that hold 
on the top of the oven and give me 
more room than leaving a shelf in 
place. (Plan this all out ahead of 
time. Standing in front of an oven 
with wet paint on the part is not the 
time to �gure out how to hang it. 
You will also need a way to hang  
the parts in the work area to �ash 
off, before cooking. So, plan that all 
out in advance.)

Blast Away
Each part will need to be sand-

blasted with 80- to 100-grit alumi-
num oxide. Use 80 to 100 psi air 
pressure for the metal and 30 to  
40 psi for non-metal parts such as 
wood, �berglass, plastic or polymer. 
Anodized aluminum parts will 
require only 30 to 40 psi. There is 
no need to remove the anodizing, 
but you must resurface it. 

After blasting, nothing should be 
shiny. There should be an even, 
matte appearance. If there are shiny 
spots on any part, hit it again. 

The idea is to rough up the sur-
face and give it “tooth” to help the 
spray coating adhere to the part. 

There are a few ways to do this. If 
you have a local shop you trust, take 
the parts to them. A blasting cabinet 
works best, and most metal shops 
or gunsmiths will have one. It’s 
worth paying them a few bucks to 
sandblast the parts.

When sandblasting to rough-up parts, 
wearing face protection and a respirator 
is always essential.

Painter’s masking tape and tapered 
silicone plugs come in handy for 
controlling where the coating goes.
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Table-top blasting cabinets are not 
all that expensive, if you have 
access to an air compressor. Or, you 
can get by with an inexpensive 
gravity-feed sandblasting gun. 
Before I bought a blasting cabinet, I 
used my handheld sandblaster over 
a cut-off 55-gallon plastic drum to 
capture some of the sand for reuse. 
Of course, you can consider the 
abrasive a consumable and just buy 
more. Either way, do this outdoors, 
as you don’t want the abrasive dust 
in your shop. Always wear a respira-
tor, safety goggles and heavy gloves. 
Don’t think you can get by without 
the gloves. Sooner or later you will 
mess up and blast your hand. 
Without gloves it hurts like hell. I 
know this for an absolute fact. 

After blasting, remove the tape 
and, if you have a compressor, blow 
all the sand off the parts. Degrease 
the parts again; making sure all 
sand or dust from the sand is 
removed. Again, protect sensitive 
areas with tape. If you are going to 

heat-cure the part, use a high- 
temperature tape. Regular painter’s 
masking tape cooks on and can be 
dif�cult to remove. Wear gloves to 
avoid leaving any �ngerprints.

Cerakote recommends baking 
uncoated metal parts for an hour at 
300 degrees to “gas out” any solvent 
or oil. Non-metal parts should be 
done at a lower temp, say around 
150 degrees. This helps identify any 
hidden pockets of grease or oil. 

Spray and Pray
Cover up everything you don’t 

want painted, like walls, �oors, tool 
boxes, kids, dogs, etc., with drop 
cloths. I buy the cheap plastic sheets 
designed for one-time use (but don’t 
use these for kids or pets). Another 
approach is to hang the sheets from 
the ceiling to make a small, isolated 
paint booth. The trouble with work-
ing in the shop without an evacua-
tion fan is that the air becomes 
�lled with atomized paint, which is 
bad for you. Always use a good res-
pirator when spraying. 

In good weather, I often spray 
outdoors. I have a couple of metal 
shepherd’s crooks sold in lawn and 
garden departments. I stick them in 
the ground outside my shop, prefer-
ably in the shade, and hang the 
parts to do the spraying there. I do 
not let the parts hang outdoors, too 
many bugs. I take them inside to 
�ash off or hang dry. This process is 
less than ideal, but it keeps the 
mess to a minimum and the air in 

my shop healthy. Of 
course, rainy days and 
wintertime are a prob-
lem. If it’s not too cold, 
it works OK if you 
warm the part a little, 
step outside to do the 
spraying and then get 
back inside in just a 
few minutes.  

There is a range of air-cure and thermal-
cure coatings. Some come in spray cans; 
others require an airbrush or spray gun.

Cover your work area with 
plastic and/or drop cloths, 
as the spray mist can get 
almost anywhere.
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In everything we do, we believe in enabling the self. We believe in Self-Reliance. 

For more than 25 years, Crimson Trace has built the laser sighting category 

through an obsession to provide instinctively activated solutions so you are able to 

protect yourself in all situations. The LG-422G is no exception. It’s intuitive design 

elevates performance and confidence in moments that matter.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR EXPERIENCE THE FULL LINE 

OF LASER SIGHTS AT CRIMSONTRACE.COM. P R O T E C T I O N

NEW                   LG-422G Laserguard®

• LASER SIGHT FOR SIG SAUER P365

• INSTINCTIVE ACTIVATION™ 

  TECHNOLOGY

• AVAILABLE WITH RED OR 

  GREEN LASERSELF-RELIANCE



For Cerakote and most other spray-on products you will need a 
high-volume, low-pressure spray gun and a compressor. You can 
use an airbrush with canned propellant for some coatings such as 
DuraCoat. Check the directions of your preferred coating. 

Make a few practice runs on scrap cardboard with the sprayer so 
you will know how to get the best results. With a spray gun or air 
brush, adjust to the recommended pressure and spraying distance 
for the product you are using. It may take a bit of experimenting 
with the mix of air and paint to get it right. You want a nice, even, 
thin coating. If you use too much liquid, it will look like paint, not a 
�rearm �nish. It will also be subject to runs, which means you will 
have to wash it off and start over. If you have too much air and not 
enough material, or you are too far from the piece being coated, 
the atomized paint can partially dry before it coats the metal. This 

results in a rough, matte-�nish look that is 
not durable. So, practice, practice, prac-
tice, then spray your gun.

Gone in a Flash
Most of the oven-cured products require 

a little hang time to �ash off some of the 
chemicals before you put the coated piece 
in the oven. The key is to hang them free 
from touching anything. One little bump 
or brush and you will have to do it all  
over again.

A word on that: Always keep a bucket 
with solvent ready for goof-ups. You will 
have a few, so use the recommended sol-
vent and remove the defective spray coat-
ing. Most products recommend that you 
blast again after washing off the part with 
the solvent. 

WHICH IS YOUR EDC?

It’s simple. If anything ever goes wrong with any gun you buy with the Davidson’s GuaranteeD® 

Lifetime Replacement Program during the time you own the gun, it will be replaced with a brand 
new gun. Visit GalleryofGuns.com for details.

©2019 Davidson’s, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

LIFETIME
REPLACEMENT

LIFETIME
REPLACEMENT

GET THESE EXCLUSIVES AT GALLERYOFGUNS.COM!

Item #: 3786 • 380 Auto • 6+1 • 2.75” Barrel Item #: 3289 • 9mm Luger • 7+1 • 3.12” Barrel

WHICH IS YOUR EDC?
LCP II EC9s

RUGER OFFERS EVERYDAY CARRY OPTIONS THAT FIT YOUR NEEDS 

Fixed Sights

Davidson’s Dark Earth Cerakote Finish
Includes Finger Grip Extension Floorplate

Last Round Hold Open

Integral Sights

Davidson’s Dark Earth Cerakote Finish
Magazine Disconnect 

Visual Inspection Port

NO HIDDEN FEES OR TRANSFER FEES!

Left to Right: Multiple passes with di�erent 
colors can create intriguing camo patterns.

Sprayed parts, even those that will be baked, 
require a little hang time.
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Now We’re Cooking
Just like baking a cake, pre-heat 

the oven to the temperature recom-
mended for your product. Carefully 
place the parts in the oven and set 
the timer. Remember that metal is 
baked at a much higher tempera-
ture than polymer. If you are doing 
a polymer handgun, use the temp 
recommended by the coating 
maker. Cerakote recommends metal 
at 250 or 300 degrees, depending 
on the product, while polymer or 
wood is baked at 150 degrees. 

Let the parts cool. With most 
oven-cures, you can start putting 
the gun back together as soon as 
the parts are cool enough to handle. 
Air-dry will need a few days, or 
longer, to cure. 

Once you have the gun back 
together, make sure to lubricate all 
moving parts. Also, any exposed 
metal must be coated with oil or 
another protectant to prevent rust. 

Then, head to the range and strut 
a little as you show off your now-
stunning handgun.

COMPLETE

MINI SCABBARD®

& SLIM-TUK®

LEARN MORE AT 
WWW.DESANTISHOLSTER.COM

MADE IN THE U.S.A.MADE IN THE U.S.A.MADE IN THE U.S.A.

WE DIDN’T INVENT 
CONCEALMENT, WE JUST 

PERFECTED IT!™

Put Hundreds of Dollars 

in Your Wallet with

NRA 5-Star Benefi ts
Your NRA membership gives you deals 

and discounts on gear, goods and 

services. Access your benefi ts today and 

save more than you pay in dues. Plus your 

purchases help NRA fi ght for freedom.

�START SAVING TODAY�—�Benefi ts.NRA.org

A large, second-hand toaster oven is a 
good investment for drying coated parts.

Advanced hobbyists and custom shops 
can create some remarkable �nishes.



Optics remain a major focus of innovation, with new models 
boasting technological enhancements never before seen on 
consumer products, or tech that used to be available only for 
those able to fork over pallets of cash. The ra pid acceptance 
of dot sights for carry handguns might be the biggest area of 
advancement for optics, but traditional scopes, carbine sights 
and thermal devices have also seen signi� cant improvements 
and expansion this year. This roundup is sure to include an 
optic for your newest � rearm purchase, or for that gun you’ve 
left naked. Whether you’re looking to out� t a ri� e, pistol or 
shotgun for home defense, competition or just for fun at the 
range, and regardless of your budget, there’s something here 
for you, with even more options at ShootingIllustrated.com.

A Shooting Illustrated Sta�  Report

FEATURE  2019 New Optics Buyer’s Guide
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Aimpoint | Acro P-1
Aimpoint’s new Acro is a departure from the norm for micro-re� ex sights. A fully enclosed optic, 
it has been tested to 20,000 rounds on a .40 S&W-caliber handgun slide. Proven to stand up to 
extreme abuse, it is smaller than it looks and is a solid choice for an everyday-carry-pistol optic.

Burris | RT-8
Available in front-, rear- and dual-focal-plane models, the latest entry to the RT line combines fast target acquisition at close 
and intermediate ranges with 8X magni� cation and 600 yards of trajectory compensation. Three illuminated-
reticle modes allow shooters to adapt to changing shooting conditions on the � y.

Bushnell | SMRS II PRO
Using an all-new CQ-BDC reticle, the latest design in the Bushnell LPVO lineup provides an ideal 
optical pairing for today’s modern sporting ri� es, allowing for easy shooting at close and mid 
ranges. Features include Bushnell’s EXO Barrier protective coating and a ThrowHammer lever.

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 20x20 mm
Reticle: 3.5-MOA red dot

Length: 1.9 inches
Weight: 2.1 ounces
MSRP: $660

(703) 263-9795; aimpoint.us

Magni� cation: 1-8X
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm
Reticle: Ballistic AR, Ballistic Circle Dot, 

Ballistic CQ Mil

Length: 9.8 - 10.3 inches
Weight: 17.4 ounces
MSRP: $399

(888) 440-0244; burrisoptics.com

Magni� cation: 1-6X
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm
Reticle: CQ-BDC

Length: 10.3 inches
Weight: 18 ounces
MSRP: $1,989.95

(800) 423-3537; bushnell.com

Crimson Trace | CTS-1400
A highlight of Crimson Trace’s new full line of optics, the CTS-1400 is designed for use on carbines and 
shotguns. It is rugged, minimalist and comes with the company’s signature free “Batteries for Life” 
program. The 3.25-MOA red dot has 10 levels of brightness, and it mounts to a standard Picatinny rail.

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 33x22 mm
Reticle: 3.25-MOA red dot

Length: 2.3 inches
Weight: 2.9 ounces
MSRP: $499

(800) 442-2406; crimsontrace.com

EOTech | Vudu 1-8x24 mm SFP
With an illuminated, .5-MOA center red dot and magni� cation up to 8X, EOTech’s 
Vudu 1-8x24 mm SFP scope represents the “do-it-all” category pretty well. Close 
work is covered by the dot, while subtensions provide long-range aiming points.

FLIR | Scion
The Scion is a thermal monocular ruggedly built for use in harsh environments. It quickly 
detects objects of interest in low-visibility conditions, helping keep you aware when others 
won’t be. A built-in microSD card slot allows capture of high-quality images.

Magni� cation: 1-8X
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm
Reticle: HC3-SFP

Length: 10.8 inches
Weight: 21.2 ounces
MSRP: $1,399

(888) 368-4656; eotechinc.com

Magni� cation: Digital zoom; 1X, 2X, 4X, 8X
Objective Lens Diameter: 14 mm, 18 mm 

or 25 mm
Reticle: None

Length: 9 inches
Weight: 16 ounces
MSRP: Starting at $2,495

(888) 959-2259; � ir.com
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Kahles | Helia RD
Redesigned to help achieve an intuitive shot, the Helia RD features a unique “Anti-Re� exion” 
coating for clear visibility and a precise 2-MOA dot. It also comes with a Picatinny mount and 
four manual illumination settings with intelligent automatic switch-o� .

Leupold | Freedom RDS BDC
Leupold’s newest red-dot sight sports a 1-MOA dot, a 34 mm main tube and an included mount 
speci� cally designed for use on modern sporting ri� es. This purpose-built optic carries the nearly 
indestructible Leupold DNA throughout its construction.

Lucid | Litl Mo
Micro-red-dot sights (MRDS) for pistols are all the rage these days, and Lucid’s Litl Mo is an 
a� ordable option for those wishing to put a dot on their defensive handgun. Using the same 
footprint as the Burris FastFire MRDS, the Litl Mo will � nd a home on a good number of 
pre-cut slides.

German Precision Optics | Passion 4X 6-24x50 mm
Built on 30 mm aluminum tubes, the Passion 4X o� ers an excellent range of adjustment, a custom MOA 
ballistic reticle and custom Kenton turret for your caliber of choice. Ideal for long-range shooting, this 
ri� escope features double HD glass and the propriety GPObright lens-coating technology. 

Hi-Lux Optics | Leatherwood ART M1000-PRO
In honor of the 50th anniversary of Jim Leatherwood’s legendary Automatic Ranging Trajec-
tory (ART) scope, Hi-Lux has redesigned its ART M1000-PRO. The ART system’s general cam has 
been re� ned and improved in order to compensate the bullet drop of almost any caliber.

Holosun | HE509T
Based on the company’s popular HS507C, the latest Holosun red-dot optic features a fully enclosed 
frame that enhances durability while also providing a clear sight picture. A single CR1632 battery 
powers the HE509T for up to 5 years, and the Advanced Solar Fail-Safe can run the unit inde� nitely.

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 26x22 mm  
Reticle: 2-MOA red dot

Length: 2.165 inches
Weight: 1.48 ounces
MSRP: $443

(800) 426-3089; kahles.at/us

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Diameter: 34 mm
Reticle: 1-MOA red dot

Length: 5.3 inches
Weight: 6.9 ounces
MSRP: $519.99

(800) 538-7653; leupold.com

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 19x28 mm 
Reticle: 3-MOA dot

Length: 1.75 inches
Weight: 1 ounce
MSRP: $349

(307) 463-2633; lucidoptics.com

Magni� cation: 6-24X
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm
Reticle: MOA

Length: 15.4 inches
Weight: 27.2 ounces
MSRP: $999.99

(844) 692-4667; gpo-usa.com

Magni� cation: 2-10X
Objective Lens Diameter: 42 mm 
Reticle: HR1 MOA

Length: 12 inches
Weight: 32 ounces
MSRP: $515

(888) 445-8912; hi-luxoptics.com

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 16x23 mm
Reticle: 2-MOA dot; 32-MOA ring

Length: 1.85 inches
Weight: 2.78 ounces
MSRP: $470.58

(909) 594-2888; holosun.com
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Meopta | Optika6 5-30x56 mm 
Part of the new Optika6 line, the 5-30x56 mm model features a 34 mm tube and ED glass, which, at higher magni� ca-
tion, eliminates chromatic aberration. It also features target turrets, multiple reticle options, one-piece tube design, 
zero-reset, a throw-lever-equipped zoom ring and rear-facing zoom display for easy viewing.

Meprolight | Foresight
The � rst augmented re� ex sight on the market, the Foresight displays a reticle and useful data on a 
heads-up display similar to that found in military aircraft. Five reticle choices, a compass and a leveler 
can all be seen and used intuitively, and a light sensor automatically adjusts brightness. 

Minox | Micro RV 1
LED Technology leads the way for the Micro RV 1 with a battery life at medium brightness of 
up to 50,000 hours. Consisting of a high-strength aluminum housing, it is fully waterproof and 
comes with a neoprene protective cover. It also features 12 brightness levels.

Magni� cation: 5-30X
Objective Lens Diameter: 56 mm
Reticle: Multiple options, including Illuminated 

and DichroTech

Length: 14.3 inches
Weight: 25.8 ounces
MSRP: $899.95

(800) 828-8928; meoptasportsoptics.com

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 33x20 mm
Reticle: Five options

Length: 4.6 inches
Weight: 9.9 ounces
MSRP: $720

(833) 637-7654; meprolight.us

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Diameter: 18 mm 
Reticle: 2-MOA red dot

Length: 2.52 inches
Weight: 3.39 ounces
MSRP: $269

(210) 377-2527; minox.com
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Championing the causes you cherish through a carefully 
designed estate strategy could take months of planning and 
costly legal legwork.

Now, NRA can help you knock this task down to size with 
our NRA Member Planned Giving Guide.  NRA’s Creating a 
Constitutionally Centered Will lays out tips and strategies that 
help you maximize charitable gifts while minimizing estate 
taxes and meeting your long-term fi nancial goals.

Written by experts in the fi eld, in easy-to-read, no-nonsense 
language, this guide is the one tool to craft the estate 
strategy that’s right for you.

N A T I O N A L  R I F L E  A S S O C I A T I O N  of  A M E R I C A

With the Stroke of a 
Pen, You Can Defend 
Freedom Forever

NRA CAN SHOW YOU HOW

ACT NOW!

Request Your 
Complimentary 
Guide Today
CALL: 1-877-672-4483
EMAIL: PlannedGiving@NRAHQ.org
WEB: www.NRAPlannedGiving.org

NcStar | VDFLIPGLOM2
Featuring the patented FlipDot folding red-dot re�ex lens, the VDFLIPGLOM2 �ips up with a 
simple push of a button, which automatically turns the optic on. When not in use, the lens will 
fold down �at and turn o�. It also includes mounts for Glock MOS pistols. 

Nightforce | ATACR 7-35x56 mm F2
New for 2019 is a second-focal-plane version of the extreme-long-range 7-35X scope Nightforce has o�ered in 
a �rst-focal-plane variant. Other than the focal plane, the ATACR 7-35X scope retains the same bombproof con-
struction, large �eld-of-view and reproducible precision you’d expect in a Nightforce optic.

Riton Optics | RT-S Mod 7 1-8x28IR-T
Riton Optics designed the RT-S Mod 7 in conjunction with Navy SEAL sniper  
Charlie Melton. The scope features a �rst-focal-plane, illuminated reticle and a true  
1X low-end, similar to a red-dot-style sight. It is waterproof, fogproof and shockproof.

Magni�cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 22x16 mm  
Reticle: 3-MOA red dot

Length: 2 inches
Weight: 1 ounce
MSRP: $109.99

(866) 627-8278; ncstar.com

Magni�cation: 7-35X
Objective Lens Diameter: 56 mm 
Reticle: MOAR-T/MIL-C

Length: 16 inches
Weight: 39.3 ounces 
MSRP: $3,100

(208) 476-9814; nightforceoptics.com

Magni�cation: 1-8X
Objective Lens Diameter: 28 mm 
Reticle: Riton Tactical Illuminated

Length: 10.9 inches
Weight: 25 ounces
MSRP: $1,299.99

(855) 397-4866; ritonoptics.com
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OPTICS-READY

MODELS AVAILABLE

CZ-USA.COM

• CRISP TRIGGER

WITH SHORT RESET

• CORROSION-RESISTANT

NITRIDE FINISH

• FRONT AND REAR

COCKING SERRATIONS

Schmidt & Bender | 1-8x24 PM II ShortDot Dual CC
Incorporating a �rst-focal-plane, mil-dot-based reticle for accurate ranging and compensation for hold-o�s, hold-under 
and hold-over, the 1-8x24 PM II ShortDot Dual CC is a technically advanced day scope. O�ering adjustable-intensity 
illumination as well as lockable elevation and windage turrets, the PM II ShortDot is a versatile optic.

Sightmark | Wraith HD 4-32x50 Digital Ri�escope
Digital magni�cation out to 32X, 10 di�erent reticle options with nine di�erent colors and 
night-vision capability along with an IR illuminator are a few high points of the Sightmark 
Wraith digital ri�escope. It runs on 4 AA batteries and can record and export video.

Sightron | S-TAC4-20X50FFPZSIRMH
Designed for diverse tasks, the S-TAC4-20X50FFPZSIRMH features the new MH-4 reticle o�ering vertical and horizontal 
crosshair intersection. It also includes a zero stop, 22.9 MRAD of elevation adjustment, the ExacTrack windage- and 
elevation-adjustment system, multi-coated lenses and a �ip-up lever on the magni�cation ring.

Magni�cation: 1-8X
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm 
Reticle: MDR-T6

Length: 11.5 inches
Weight: 22.26 ounces
MSRP: $4,390

(770) 934-3384; schmidtundbender.de/en

Magni�cation: 4-32X
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm
Reticle: 10 options 

Length: 10.5 inches
Weight: 36.3 ounces
MSRP: $599

(817) 225-0310; sightmark.com

Magni�cation: 4-20X
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm
Reticle: MH-4

Length: 15 inches
Weight: 25.6 ounces
MSRP: $999

(800) 867-7512; sightron.com
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SIG Sauer | Romeo3MAX
Developed in collaboration with Max Michel, the Romeo3MAX features a 30 mm round lens 
for a wide � eld-of-view. The open re� ex sight utilizes a red-notch � lter to make its red dot 
clear and easy to acquire. It features motion activation and up to 20,000 hours of runtime.

Steiner | DRS 1X
In addition to three reticle modes, Steiner’s new Defendu Re� ex Sight features auto brightness and 
seven illumination levels to aid shooters in selecting the ideal setting for day or night use. Though 
it’s capable of running on a single AA battery, two AAs provide a runtime of over 2,000 hours.

Tract | Toric UHD 30 mm 4-20x50 FFP MRAD PRS
Improved to � t the requirements of PRS shooting, the new Toric 4-20x50 has an MRAD PRS reticle 
with a long-range “Christmas Tree-style” reticle sporting a .04-mil � oating center dot and .2-mil 
windage correction holds. Schott HT glass provides outstanding resolution.

Trijicon | SRO
Trijicon’s new SRO (Specialized Re� ex Optic) is designed for competitive handgunners. Its large, 
parallax-free window makes it easy to � nd and track the dot. The sight uses the same mounting 
footprint as the RMR, and o� ers a top-loading battery compartment.

Vortex | Diamondback Tactical
A � rst-focal-plane optic for $500? The EBR-2C reticle is ideal for maintaining 
elevation and/or wind correction(s) while accurately engaging targets at 
distance. This scope features fully multicoated glass for sharp, bright images.

Zeiss | Conquest V4
Boasting a 30 mm tube and fully multi-coated lenses, Zeiss’ new Conquest V4 o� ers a tremendous 
amount of reticle adjustment. It has 80 MOA of internal adjustment in .25-MOA clicks of its 
easy-to-manipulate, spring-loaded turrets. The ZMOAi-1 illuminated second-focal-plane reticle 
includes � ne-line subtensions with 1-MOA graduations. 

Magni� caiton: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 24x30 mm
Reticle: 3- or 6-MOA red dot

Length: 2.1 inches
Weight: 1.5 ounces
MSRP: $719.99

(603) 610-3000; sigsauer.com

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 24.5x32 mm
Reticle: Single Dot, Dot and Stadia, Dot, Stadia 

and Close Dot

Length: 2.57 inches
Weight: 10.4 ounces
MSRP: $749.99

(888) 550-6255; steiner-optics.com

Magni� cation: 4-20X
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm
Reticle: MRAD PRS

Length: 13.7 inches
Weight: 34 ounces
MSRP: $1,294

(631) 662-7354; tractoptics.com

Magni� cation: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 25x22.5 mm
Reticle: 1-, 2.5- or 5-MOA red dot

Length: 2.2 inches
Weight: 1.6 ounces
MSRP: $749

(800) 338-0563; trijicon.com

Magni� cation: 6-24X
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm
Reticle: EBR-2C

Length: 14.5 inches
Weight: 24.6 ounces
MSRP: $499.99

(800) 426-0048; vortexoptics.com

Magni� cation: 4-16X
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm
Reticle: ZMOAi-1

Length: 14.5 inches
Weight: 21.7 ounces
MSRP: $1,099.99

(800) 441-3005; zeiss.com
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“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard “I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 
in years came back to me!”years came back to me!”

                   

— Don W., Sherman, TX— Don W., Sherman, TX

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

The answer:  Although tremendous strides 

have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid 

Technology, those cost reductions have 

not been passed on to you. Until now...

MDHearingAid® uses the same 

kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 

incorporated into hearing aids that cost 

thousands more at a small fraction 

of the price.

Over 350,000 satisfied MDHearingAid 

customers agree: High-quality, 

FDA-registered hearing aids don’t 

have to cost a fortune. The fact is, 

you don’t need to spend thousands 

for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid 

is a medical-grade hearing aid 

offering sophistication and high 

performance, and works right out 

of the box with no time-consuming 

“adjustment” appointments. You 

can contact a licensed hearing 

specialist conveniently online or 

by phone — even after your 

purchase at no cost. No other 

company provides such extensive 

support. Now that you know...why pay more?   

For the Lowest Price Call

Use Code  JL20
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 

this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 

annoying whistling or background noise for 

yourself. If you are not completely satisfied 

with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45 

days for a FULL REFUND.
 

1-800-230-4957
www.GetMDHearingAid199.com

BUY A PAIR 
AND SAVE!

How can a hearing aid that 
costs only $19999  be every bit 

as good as one that sells for $2,400 or more?

Proudly assembled in America!

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

For Only $19 999

A study by the National Institute on Aging 
suggests older individuals with hearing loss 
are signifi cantly more likely to develop 
Alzheimer’s and dementia over time than those 
who retain their hearing. They suggest that an 
intervention — such as a hearing aid — could 
delay or prevent this by improving hearing!

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

Nearly Invisible



HANDBOOK Tactics  Training  How-To  

Performing a task well is important, 
but equally important is having the 
intestinal fortitude to face the task in 
the �rst place.
 
Photos by Jesse Snyder  By Steve Tarani

We all want to raise our level of skill, but why is 
gaining con�dence equally if not more important 
than improving your physical skills? Having all the 

skill in the world with no con�dence is just as bad as your 
mouth writing checks that your skill level can’t cash. So, what 
does it take to increase both your level of skill and the 
con�dence to pull it o�?

Whether it’s shooting, martial arts, defensive driving or 
any other physical (or mental) skill, the symbiotic bond 
between skill and con�dence must be clearly understood 
and then fostered.

Skill is commonly de�ned as doing something well. “He or 
she is a skilled practitioner,” means that there is a certain 
level of expertise demonstrated. However, there are varying 
levels of skill. Basic or intermediate skills are di�erent from 
“highly skilled.” As there are varying layers of skill, so are 
there varying levels of con�dence. In fact, the two—skill and 
con�dence—are inextricably bound. You cannot possess 
one without the other if you expect to do something well in 
any practical application. 

The topic here is shooting, of 
course, but the principles apply to all 
forms of physical mastery. Given my 
background in the martial arts, I have 
something with which to compare 
my current continuing education in 
learning how to shoot well.

One of my master martial-arts 
instructors, Guru Dan Inosanto, states 
that there are four levels of compe-
tency. Unconscious Incompetence: 
You don’t know what you don’t 
know. Conscious Incompetence: You 
realize how much you don’t know. 
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Conscious Competence: Your skill level 
is raised, but only when you think about 
it (mental focus) and with great e�ort. 
Unconscious Competence: You can 
perform quite well without thought and 
with minimal e�ort. Unconscious 
competence is the earmark of a
master practitioner.

One of my master shooting instruc-
tors, Rob Leatham, states that to raise 
your skill level, it is �rst necessary to raise 
your level of understanding. If you don’t 
understand what you’re trying to do, 

Take presentations for example. Your 
�rst day on the range, you receive 
professional instruction on a four- or 
�ve-step drawstroke, punching out to a 
strong-hand-supported �ring position. 
On day one, working with a quali�ed 
instructor, you put in about 80 repeti-
tions. Great, you’ve raised your level of 
understanding from not knowing how 
to present your �rearm, to knowing 
exactly which steps, each of the points 
and nuances of those steps and in what 
order to execute them. 

then there’s little chance of you ever 
raising your skill in doing it. 

Your �rst step is to increase your level 
of understanding. As your level of 
understanding increases, this causes you 
to know what and how to practice, 
which in turn allows you to discover the 
di�erence between “doing it right” and 
“doing it wrong.” Once you’ve �gured 
out the di�erence between what works 
(right) and what doesn’t (wrong) then 
you have achieved the point in your 
training where you can begin making 
gainful repetitions.

One of my edged-weapons masters, 
Punong Guro Edgar Sulite, once said; 
“Repetition is the mother of all skills.” 
However, it is also true that practice 
makes permanent. If you do something 
incorrectly for thousands of reps, now 
you must unlearn or “break” that training 
scar and do enough repetitions to undo 
the damage and then run the next set of 
thousands of reps to burn it in correctly.

Raising your level of understanding 
increases your ability to complete 
successful repetitions, which leads to 
familiarization. Repetition is the pathway 
to familiarization. The more reps you get, 
the greater your familiarization.

Consequentially, you have raised your 
level of familiarization. In the beginning, 
you were completely unfamiliar because 
you’d never done it before. After about 
80 repetitions you have more familiarity. 
You have taken measurable steps away 
from unconscious incompetence. 

Over the decades, many of my 
students would pose a common 
question: “How many reps does it take to 
really get it?” A tough question to 
answer in full, because what does it 
mean “to really get it?” If that means 
doing something well, then it’s far more 
than 80 reps. Word from experts in the 
know (Master and GM level shooters) 
claim it’s anywhere from 5,000 to 
10,000 reps based on the learning ability 
of the individual shooter.

It’s been my observation and personal 
experience over three decades, and 
across a broad spectrum of tens of 
thousands of students, that the number 
is closer to 10,000. Either way you look at 
it, the greater the number of reps, the 
greater your level of understanding and 
the greater your level of familiarity.

Moving further up the skills/ 
con�dence ladder, multiple (correct) 
repetitions contribute to your  

movement further away from uncon-
scious incompetence. At some point in 
your training experience increased 
familiarization converts to comfort. It 
can be said at this level that you are 
comfortable with your practice.

The road to comfort begins with 
increasing your understanding which 
a�ords you gainful repetitions, which 
makes you more familiar. The greater 
your familiarity, the more comfortable 
you become.

It turns out that skill and con�dence, 
although integral, are only waypoints on 
the path to consistent on-demand 
performance. You can have the technical 
understanding and you can even have 
the skill, but converting your skill and 
con�dence to on-demand performance 
is an entirely di�erent matter.

Training extensively the last few years 
with several respected Masters and 
Grandmasters, my shooting partner 
Tom Rovetuso (USMC and retired SWAT 
Commander at Lake County, IL, Sherri�’s 
O�ce) and I stumbled across an 
interesting discovery during our blood, 
sweat and tears on the range. It’s 
something we call “The four C’s of 
on-demand performance.”

Comfort leads to Con�dence which 
leads to Consistency which leads to 
Competence. The competence we refer 
to is unconscious competence.

Once you have achieved comfort (a 
four-part process), your next steps lead 
you down a long and winding road 
toward con�dence. Although there’s no 
quanti�able line of demarcation to know 
when you have achieved comfort, it’s 
something quite discernible. You’ll know 
it when you feel it.

Think about the �rst time you got 
behind the wheel of a car to drive with a 
driving instructor. White-knuckled and 
eyes wide open, the gas pedal, the brake 
pedal, steering wheel, et al, were all new 
tools sitting there with which you had 
no prior experience. 

As you gained greater understanding 
of these tools and how they worked 
together to control the vehicle, you were 
able to put in some gainful repetitions 
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by turning right, slowing down, turning 
left, using your directional and pumping 
the brake pedal a few times. After 
enough repetitions, you gained 
familiarity and over time you became 
comfortable driving. 

Given more time driving and in 
di�erent environments such as parking 
lots, streets, highways, tra�c jams, etc., 
you gained a level of con�dence. The 
more you drive the car, the greater your 
con�dence. In fact, regardless of your 
environment or even changes in 
conditions such as day, night, rain, snow, 
etc., you’re able to con�dently display 
your ability to control the vehicle 
(on-demand performance) which 
demonstrates consistency. 

Given even more time and now with 
no new or unfamiliar environment or 
driving conditions to challenge your 
skills, you have become competent and 
you don’t even need to think about it 
anymore. You have reached a stage of 
unconscious competence. 

Going back to the example of learning 
how to present your pistol from the 
holster, on day one (introduction) if 
you’ve never done it before (other than 
seeing it in the movies), you have little or 
no knowledge as to what the steps are, in 
what order they must be performed and 
the technical details of each. At this level, 
you simply don’t know what you don’t 
know (unconscious incompetence).

After a few days of detailed, profes-
sional instruction, you increase your 
level of understanding. Armed with this 
knowledge, you now can begin 
accumulating legitimate and e�ective 
repetitions. Over time, these repetitions 
lead to your familiarity with the 
individual steps of the presentation 
(conscious incompetence).

Given more time, in continuing your 
training you may enter a phase of 
self-discovery. You may �nd certain 
nuances about your presentations that 
your instructor never told you about or 
which he or she allowed you to discover 
on your own.

You may �nd by continual, correct 
repetitions that your comfort increases 
and that you have developed this new 
skill which boosts your con�dence. Add 
even more time and more reps and you 
�nd that at certain times, if all your 
planets align (you do everything right 
and at the right time and in the right 
sequence and with unerring mental 
focus), you can consistently execute 
good control and pretty much hit your 
mark about 85 percent of the time (or 
even more). At this level, you have now 
reached conscious competence. 

To quote lyrics from an Eagles’ song 
“every form of refuge has its price,” the 
same holds true for reaching conscious 
competence. The price for entry at this 
level is time, and it’s not something that 

Consider the Four C’s of On-Demand Performance to be a �ow chart that tracks 
progression when learning new skills. Each step builds upon the previous one.
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can be rushed. You can plant a healthy tree in the most-fertile soil, water it 
and nurture it daily. No matter how much e�ort you put into growing that 
little tree, it will not bear fruit any sooner than it takes for it to do so naturally. 

One of the greatest martial artists of our time, Bruce Lee, once said “I fear 
not the man who has practiced 10,000 kicks at once, but I fear the man who 
has practiced one kick 10,000 times.”  In achieving conscious competence, 
patience and perseverance become unexpected by-products of your e�ort 
and commitment. 

At this stage of increased skill and con�dence, your training tends to 
become frustrating, because your level of understanding will always exceed 
your level of skill. What becomes even more frustrating is when you discover 
that your level of skill will always exceed your level of performance.

The perpetual struggle is to try and decrease 
the gap between your level of understanding 
and your level of skill. The struggle becomes 
even greater when you try and decrease the 
gap between your level of skill and your level 
of performance.

Anyone can press a trigger, so the struggle at 
the upper levels is not a mechanical one. The 
battle rages on in between your earmu�s as it 
becomes a contest of self-mastery. You end up 
�ghting yourself mentally. It takes 100 percent of 
your mental e�ort to not use 100 percent of your 
mental e�ort. In other words, you must learn to 
“let it go” rather than “make it go.” You must 
allow each piece of your hard-earned skill set to 
fall e�ortlessly into your subconscious where you 
don’t need to think about it or consciously focus 
on it. Although a challenge in practical applica-
tion, mentally processing that “I believe” button 
must become standard operating procedure.

As part of the Leatham Shooting System, 
Master Instructor Rob Leatham teaches no less 
than 16 recommended pre-ignition checkpoints 
prior to a trigger press. It’s not possible for us 
common earth-walkers to keep all 16 points in 

On-Demand Performance Matrix
Step Condition Competency

Introduction Little or no Knowledge Unconscious Incompetence

Understanding
Repetitions
Familiarity

Understanding Conscious Incompetence

Comfort
Con�dence
Consistency

Skill Conscious Competence

Competence Performance Unconscious Competence
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our mind at the same time. It’s a miracle if we can 
hold on to just one or two. The only way to do it 
is to move your skills to your subconscious. You 
will never reach the breakneck speed and 
accuracy of the masters by thinking about 
anything. In a world where decisions are made  
in thousandths of a second, thoughts take too 
long to process.

It has been documented in most cases, 
depending upon skill and experience, there  
can be a decrease in performance ranging from 
10 to 20 percent between one’s skill level and 
on-demand performance.

Applying numbers for illustration, consider a 
shooting standards test. You can run the 

standards test in your pajamas all by yourself on a pleasant sunny afternoon 
on the range and �nd on a good day that you can achieve a cumulative  
score of 20 seconds. Now place yourself in a match (competition) or in a 
real-world defensive situation (tactical) where there is increased pressure, 
your performance could drop to as low as 24 seconds or more depending 
upon the level of duress.

The higher your skill level, the lower the variance. Certain military special-
operations personnel are said to maintain around a 10-percent variance. 
Hence, the reason why they might hypothetically train to 110-percent 
standards and testing to meet such a high-pressure performance demand. 

On-demand performance; to place a round precisely where you want it 
and when you want it regardless of circumstance or condition, is the true 
mark of a master shooter. It’s something we all lust after and train for—a 
destination that cannot be reached without �rst passing the milestone 
markers of skill and con�dence.

Gaining con�dence in 
your ability to draw from 
a holster comes from 
successful repetitions of 
the various sequences in 
the drawstroke, 
particularly in the 
numerous transitions 
needed for presentation.
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Shocking Revelations Exposed 
In Newly Released Book
Conservative thinker and secular Jew David Horowitz reveals 

the truth about the movement to destroy Christianity in the U.S.

— ADVERTISEMENT —

YOURS FREE

S
ince the birth of our great 
nation in 1776, organized 
religion has been the 

backbone of America’s civilized, 
moral society. But now it is under 
cruel and relentless attack. 

More and more, secularists and 
progressive activists are targeting 
the Judeo-Christian values that 
made America great.

God is being banned in the 
public square, prayer is being 
criminalized, “under God” is being 
removed from oaths and even the 
Pledge.

They are seeking to tear down 
our religious freedoms in court 
and fringe groups are resorting to 

violence against Christian believers. 

The Jews Stand Up for 
Christian America
In his brand new book, Dark  
Agenda: The War to Destroy 
Christian America, famed New 

York Times bestselling author David 
Horowitz argues that America 
became a mighty nation because of 
the faith of its founding fathers.

A proud Jew, Horowitz could no 
longer be silent to the assault of 
Christianity and Christians.

He says that this faith and 
Judaic principles imbued our 
founding documents, including the 
Constitution, with the framework 
that enabled America to become a 
powerful and prosperous democracy.

Here Are a Few Eye-
Opening Highlights:
• How Barack Obama’s 

upbringing and pro-secularist 
agenda galvanized the anti-God, 
anti-religious le� .

• Why the le�  fi ghts to keep 
prayer and religion out of 
public schools, and how 
those e� orts fl y in the face 
of Founding Father Thomas 

Je� erson’s intentions.

• The disturbing facts you don’t 
know about the history behind 
Planned Parenthood.

• How liberals are trying to 
transform the U.S. Supreme 
Court into a bastion of anti-
Christian thinkers.

• How Donald Trump has 
brought the White House 
never-before-seen support from 
evangelical Christians and 
Catholics.

How to Get Your 
FREE Copy
Dark Agenda is our FREE gi�  to 
you. Others will pay the cover price 
of $26.99. But Newsmax has an 
important o� er and wants to rush 
this eye-opening book to you right 
away.

This book is available in 
bookstores everywhere. Or ACT 
NOW and claim your FREE

copy of Dark Agenda: The War to 
Destroy Christian America with 
this special o� er.

Important Note: Sales tax included where applicable. Your trial subscriptions come with convenient automatic renewal. At the end of your subscriptions, we’ll 

Claim Your FREE Book Today
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Or Order By Phone: 1-800-210-9072
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Critics Are Raving About 
this Media-Breaking 
Book

“Read this disturbing but vital 
book.”  – Tucker Carlson

“This book fearlessly and 
uncompromisingly speaks the 
truth our nation needs to hear.”

– Michael Youssef

“Horowitz exposes the intolerance 
of many atheists toward those 
who believe in God.”

– Alan Dershowitz
“If you want to understand the 
political crisis our country is 
facing, read this book.”

– Gary Bauer

Je� erson’s intentions.
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The M40A1 Ri� e
Remington’s 700 has served our Marines well 
for more than half a century.
The tradition of American military sniping stretches back to the
Civil War when specialized equipment was � rst developed to get the 
job done. For example, the .451-caliber Whitworth ri� e, with its 
1:20-inch-twist hexagonal ri� ing and its side-mounted telescopic 
sight, made Confederate snipers a meaningful battle� eld threat.
World War I brought the Model of 1903 ri� e equipped with the
Warner & Swasey scope, and World War II brought the M1903A1 and 
the M1903A4. Thereafter, the mighty Garand ri� e armed U.S. Army
and USMC snipers in the form of the M1C and the M1D ri� es. 

Although the M1D remained in inventory as the war in Vietnam 
began to spool up, it was nearing the end of its service life, and it 
chambered a cartridge that was in the process of being phased out. 
For those reasons, the Marine Corps began looking for a more-
contemporary sniper ri� e and it found what it was looking for in 
Herkimer County, NY. 

Prior to 1966, Marines in Vietnam used the Winchester Model 70 ri� e 
in .30-’06 Sprg.—and even the .50-caliber Browning machine gun—in 
the sniping role, but those weapons did not provide the ideal plat-
form. When Remington Arms, on the Mohawk River in the village of 
Ilion, near Utica, indicated a willingness to work with the USMC toward 
the creation of a custom ri� e, a partnership was born that would last 

decades. What the company submitted was a 
modi� ed version of its Model 700/40X target 
ri� e that was chambered for the short-action 
7.62 NATO cartridge.

The gun featured a free� oat, 24-inch, 
medium-weight barrel with a 1:10-inch twist 
and factory bedding, a one-piece wood stock 
with no checkering and two � xed sling swivels. 
It was built on the short-action Model 700 
using a cock-on-open bolt feeding from an 
internal-box magazine with � ve-round 
capacity. Remington delivered the ri� es with a 
matte Parkerized � nish and a commercial 
Red� eld 3-9X Accu-Range variable-power 
scope presenting a distinctive green anodized 
� nish. The scope mounted to the receiver 
through the use of a Red� eld base and 1-inch 
short rings. 

Clockwise from 
above: U.S. Optics 
provided the 10X 
scope for this 
modernized M40A1. 

Crowned for superla-
tive accuracy, the 
heavy barrel is
24 inches long. 

McMillan’s HTG stock 
is accentuated with a 
Pachmayr buttpad for 
recoil relief.

A USMC sniper in Huế, Vietnam, prepares to take a 
shot. The M40’s performance in country led to 
changes that would become the M40A1.

The M40A1 Ri� e
Remington’s 700 has served our Marines well 

THE CLASSICS    Martin K.A. Morgan    Field Editor
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The Marine Corps o�  cially adopted 
the ri� e on April 7, 1966 as the M40 
and promptly ordered 700 units. 
Those examples wrote themselves 
into USMC history during � ghting in 
places like Huế in early 1968 when 
one especially dramatic photograph 
captured a Marine sniper armed with 
an M40 preparing to send a shot 
through a third-� oor window in the 
city during the battle. The M40 was 
put to severe use during the Vietnam 
years, with predictable results: by 
1973, only 425 of the original 700 
M40s issued remained in service-  
able condition.

Because of this situation, in the 
years immediately following the end 
of the American experience in 
Vietnam, the Marine Corps recognized 
that it was time to upgrade the 
most-critical component of its Scout 

Sniper program. Toward that end, a 
modi� ed version of the M40 was 
developed that built on lessons 
learned during years of war in 
Southeast Asia. 

To begin with, the M40’s stock was 
eliminated because it was found that 
wood tended to warp in the high-
humidity environment of the jungle. 
A synthetic stock made by McMillan 
and � nished in green and earthtone 
red camou� age replaced it. In 
addition to that, a 24-inch Atkinson 
barrel with 1:12-inch-twist ri� ing 
optimized for the M118 Match 
cartridge replaced the M40’s 
Remington-made barrel. The combi-
nation of the new barrel and the 
replacement of certain aluminum 
components with steel components 
made the new ri� e heavier than its 
predecessor—3 pounds heavier. The 
improved ri� e was adopted in 1977 
with the designation M40A1 and it 
was paired with a Unertl 10X scope 
speci� cally made for it.

 The A1 version of the M40 would 
serve the Marine Corps for more than 
20 years, during which time the 
international balance of power 
shifted and shook. The Soviets 
invaded Afghanistan, the Islamic 
Revolution swept across Iran, the 
Berlin Wall came down and genocide 
ravaged Rwanda. Through it all, U.S. 
Marines were sent on overseas 
missions to places like Lebanon, Iraq 
and Somalia. One of the young 
Marines who carried an M40A1 during 
those troubled times was LCpl 
Anthony Swo� ord, a Scout Sniper 
with the Surveillance and Target 
Acquisition Platoon of the 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment. He 
went on to chronicle his experiences 
during Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm in the 2003 book 
“Jarhead.” Anyone familiar with the 
book will know Swo� ord became 
pro� cient with the M40A1, only to 
never � re a single shot through it
in action.

The Marine Corps o�  cially adopted 
the ri� e on April 7, 1966 as the M40 
and promptly ordered 700 units. 
Those examples wrote themselves 
into USMC history during � ghting in 
places like Huế in early 1968 when 
one especially dramatic photograph 
captured a Marine sniper armed with 

Sniper program. Toward that end, a 
modi� ed version of the M40 was 
developed that built on lessons 
learned during years of war in 
Southeast Asia. 

To begin with, the M40’s stock was 
eliminated because it was found that 
wood tended to warp in the high-
humidity environment of the jungle. 
A synthetic stock made by McMillan 
and � nished in green and earthtone 
red camou� age replaced it. In 
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Long-range precision has become the fastest-growing competitive 
and recreational pastime for shooters. Because of that, many are 
looking to convert their current bolt-action into an extreme-distance 
tack-driver. This can be a fun and challenging endeavor. For those 
serious about sending bullets over a tremendous amount of real 
estate, starting with a ri�e explicitly engineered for the task is the 
best answer—short- and long-term. Ruger’s new Hawkeye Long-
Range Target is just such a ri�e.

First, you should know where the “Hawkeye” name came from.  
It belongs to Natty Bumppo, who was the lead character in   
James Fenimore Cooper’s �ctional pentalogy of novels known as 
the “Leatherstocking Tales.” Unless you’re over 50 you’ve probably 
never heard of them, but you’ve probably heard of the movie,  
“The Last of the Mohicans.” In it, Daniel Day Lewis played   
Natty Bumppo—Hawkeye—who was regarded as the best marks-
man on the early American frontier. Since about 1850 “Hawkeye” 
has become a nickname for a master ri�eman, and Ruger chose it to 
identify its line of ri�es formerly referred to as M77s.

The Ruger Hawkeye Long-Range Target exempli�es that name 
because it’s intended to deliver the most precision of any of the ri�es 
in the Hawkeye line. It’s built on the common M77/Hawkeye action, 
but is �tted with a 26-inch heavy barrel that measures 1.23 inches in 
diameter at the junction of the action and .833 inches just behind  
the muzzle brake. The barrel is cold-hammer-forged, 4140 chrome-
moly steel with 5R ri�ing, and tolerances on bore and groove dimen-
sions are held to tighter standards. Headspace is also set to an 
industry minimum around a chamber that is central-cut for either  
6.5 Creedmoor (1:8-inch RH twist), 6.5 PRC (1:8-inch RH twist) or  
.300 Win. Mag. (1:9-inch RH twist).

Fitted to a laminated stock covered with a brown-speckled paint 
scheme is the barreled action. The stock provides plenty of room for 
the barrel to free�oat, and QD sling studs, an under-forearm M-Lok 
rail, and adjustable comb and length-of-pull are standard. 
Additionally, the comb, which is a saddle-type, polymer a�air, can be 
moved about 1.5 inches fore and aft, and about 1 inch up and down. 

Ruger Hawkeye 
Long-Range Target
This Long-Range Target ri�e, with three cham-
bering options, is sure to meet the needs of 
any long-distance shooter looking to be the 
next master ri�eman.

It’s locked in place by a lever on the right side 
of the stock. There’s a soft, 1-inch buttpad, 
and by removing spacers the length-of-pull 
can be shortened from 14.5 to 13 inches. 
Both of these adjustable features are 
advised, if not mandatory, when you’re 
interfacing with a ri�e you intend to shoot at 
extreme distance.

The M77 action is of the traditional 
controlled-round-feed style. However, the 
test ri�e allowed a cartridge to be dropped 
on top of the magazine follower and 
chambered by closing the bolt. It’s been my 
experience that on some—about 50 percent 
of Ruger M77/Hawkeye-style actions— 
cartridges must be fed from the magazine. 
This is something to consider or check before 
purchase if it matters to you. The action also 
sports the praised Ruger three-position 
safety, feeds from an AI-style magazine and 
has an excellent two-stage trigger that broke 
cleanly on the test ri�e at 2 pounds. The 
trigger is another point of interface that’s 
critical on a precision ri�e, and the Ruger 
Hawkeye Long-Range Target has a good one.

A SIG Sauer 5-30x56 mm Tango6 ri�e-
scope was mounted in Talley Tactical Rings 
and they were attached directly to the 
13-slot Picatinny rail, which comes standard 
on the ri�e. 

The Hornady 140-grain ELD Match load 
turned in a disappointing �rst three groups. 
However, after the third group the ri�e settled 
and turned in two back-to-back .75-inch 
groups. This is not uncommon when ammuni-
tion types are switched. It can take several 
rounds for the di�erent copper/gilding-metal 
alloy used in the bullet jacket to sort of 
condition the bore. Thing is, with most ri�es 
you simply will not notice it because they are 
not capable of shooting as well as this Ruger 
Hawkeye Long-Range Target.

Of course this ri�e is intended for distance, 
and itty-bitty groups at 100 yards—while 
impressive—are not what long-range 
shooters dream about. So, I carried the ri�e 
to the Beckley Gun Club and �red three 

On Target
Superior accuracy 
at a good price

O� Target
Fragile comb 
adjustment 

GUN LOCKER    Gun Tests  Product Reviews
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groups at 476 yards, which was the 
longest distance available. They 
measured 2.42, 3.02 and 2.66 inches. 
That’s darn near co�ee-can accuracy, 
and damned impressive for a ri�e 
with a street price of less than a 
grand. I smiled all the way home.

My only complaints were with the 
comb adjustment and the bolt. The 
comb adjustment, though functional, 
seemed a bit fragile. As for the bolt, 

it’s been my experience that all Ruger 
M77/Hawkeye ri�e bolts come out of 
the box with a bolt that’s a bit rough/
gritty. No, they are not terrible, just 
noticeable. With time however, they 
all smooth-up as I’m sure this one 
will, too. At 11 pounds the Ruger 
Hawkeye Long-Range Target ri�e is 
heavy. But, make no mistake; this ri�e 
will shoot the cents o� a dime at  
100 yards and the stitches o� a 
baseball at 500.

—Richard Mann

1. Secured atop the 
traditional integral scope 
mounts is a 20-MOA, 
13-slot Picatinny rail.

2. A Ruger Precision Ri�e 
Hybrid muzzle brake 
reduces recoil without 
adding signi�cant noise.

Manufacturer: Ruger; (336) 949-5200, ruger.com
Action Type: Bolt-action
Caliber: 6.5 Creedmoor 
Capacity: 10 rounds
Finish: Matte black
Barrel Length: 26 inches
Rifling: 5 grooves; 1:8-inch RH twist
Sights: None; Picatinny rail for optics

Trigger Pull Weight: 2 pounds
Stock: Speckled black/brown laminate
Length: 47.5 to 49 inches
Weight: 11 pounds
Accessories: One AI-style 10-round magazine, 

stack spacers, thread protector, M-Lok rail 
with Allen key, M-Lok QD sling swivel stud, 
magazine lock, manual

MSRP: $1,279

Shooting Results 
Load Velocity  Group Size 
  Smallest Largest Average
Barnes Precision Match 140-grain OTM BT 2,703 .502 .725 .587
Hornady 140-grain ELD Match 2,724 .772 2.132 1.210
SIG Sauer Elite Match Grade 140-grain OTM 2,502 .527 .721 .600
Velocity measured in fps 10 feet from the muzzle for 10 consecutive shots with a Caldwell G2 chronograph.  
Temperature: 51 degrees Fahrenheit. Accuracy measured in inches for �ve consecutive, �ve-shot groups at 100 yards 
from a sandbag rest.

3. Easily accessible, the 
three-position safety 
permits the shooter to lock 
the bolt, or load and unload 
with the safety engaged.

4. QD sling studs and an 
under-forearm �ush-
mounted M-Lok rail allow 
for the attachment of 
desired accessories.

5. Adorning the stock is a 
soft rubber buttpad with 
an adjustable comb and 
spacers for length changes. 
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Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 10/18/19 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day 
Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, 
chests or carts, trailers, trencher/backhoe, welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, 
CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, 
Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior purchases. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/18/19.

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM*

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *

ITEM  64282 

$ 3799 

SAVE  53% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 12 VOLT LED MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 

COMPARE TO

$ 4265 
 BLAZER 

MODEL:  C7300 ITEM  68998/63248/64080/64263 / 63091  shown

SAVE  
 54% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 130 PIECE TOOL KIT 
WITH CASE 

COMPARE TO $ 6639 
ANVIL MODEL: A137HOS

$ 3869 
ITEM  69580/61939/62884 / 62890  shown

$ 2399 
SAVE  
 36% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW

$ 1 8 99  

 3/8" x 50 FT. INDUSTRIAL GRADE 
RUBBER AIR HOSE 

COMPARE TO $ 2982 
 GOODYEAR MODEL:  12865 

ITEM  64716/64481 / 63284  shown

$ 14999 
SAVE 
 $69 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 129 99  

 40 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS
BRUSHLESS BLOWER 

COMPARE TO $ 199 
 DEWALT MODEL:  DCBL790B 

ITEM  60581/3418
66783 / 60653  shown

$ 5299 
SAVE  49% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 2/10/50 AMP, 12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER AND

ENGINE STARTER 

COMPARE TO
$ 5977  SCHUMACHER 

ELECTRIC MODEL:  SE-1250 

SAVE  
 69% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating NOW

$ 699  

 80 PIECE
ROTARY
TOOL KIT 

ITEM  63235/63292 / 97626  shown

COMPARE TO
$ 2276  PROFESSIONAL 

WOODWORKER MODEL:  51832 $ 999 ITEM  60395/62325/62493 / 61523  shown

$ 9999 
SAVE  $46 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 7499  

 ATV/LAWN MOWER LIFT 
•  300 lb. capacity
• Weighs 72.5 lbs. 

COMPARE TO $ 12147 
 MAX LOAD MODEL:  38028 

ITEM  69780 / 41005  shown

SAVE  64% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 1 799  

 1000 LB. CAPACITY
SWING-BACK
TRAILER JACK 

COMPARE TO

$ 4999 

 REESE 
TOWPOWER 

MODEL:  74410 

•  Height range: 
12-1/2" to 24" 

$ 2599 

ITEM  62682/94154/69910/60641 / 62683  shown

SAVE 
 84% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW

$ 499  

 18" MACHETE WITH 
SERRATED BLADE 

COMPARE TO $ 3130 
 SOG MODEL:  947981 

•  Sheath included 

$ 599 
ITEM 

 62835 

$ 11999 
SAVE  
 $155 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 9499  

 1/2" HEAVY DUTY
COMPOSITE PRO
AIR IMPACT WRENCH 

COMPARE TO
$ 24999  CHICAGO 

PNEUMATIC MODEL:  CP7749 

•  Weighs 
5 lbs. 

ITEM 97581, 37050,
37051, 37052, 64417, 64418,
61363, 68497, 61360, 61359, 68498, 68496 shown

SAVE  59% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW

$ 5 99  

 POWDER-FREE
NITRILE GLOVES
PACK OF 100 

COMPARE TO

$ 1497 
 VENOM 

MODEL:  VEN4145 

•  5 mil thickness 

$ 799 ITEM 
 63927 

SAVE  
 $164 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 ULTRA-LIGHT, CRUSH PROOF
WEATHER-RESISTANT
LOCKABLE CASE 

COMPARE TO

$ 19419 
PELICAN

MODEL:  1450  Case contents and locks not included. 

MODEL  3800 

•  14-7/8" L 
10-5/8" W  
6-1/8" H 

$ 3999 

20 GALLON OIL-LUBE 
AIR COMPRESSOR

125 PSI 135 PSI

STANDARD LIFE 2X LIFE

STANDARD, 90 dBA 25% QUIETER

STANDARD RUN TIME 27% MORE RUN TIME

STANDARD
OIL-LUBE MOTOR

SUPERIOR CONSTRUCTION
OIL-LUBE MOTOR

$16999
COMPARE TO

PORTER-CABLE $24999
MODEL: 118903799SAVE $80

135
PSI

$19999

Customer Rating

ITEM  56241 
 64857  shown

21 GALLON OIL-LUBE 
AIR COMPRESSOR

COMPARE TO

HUSKY $239
MODEL: C201HSAVE $79

125
PSI

$17999

Not 
available in 
AZ, OH, OK, 

and VA.

$$$15999
ITEM  61454
69091/62803/63635 
 67847  shown

Customer Rating

20"

ITEM 64264/64266/64879/64881
 61282/68049/60688/62326 / 61253  shown

SAVE 
 $100 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL 
HEAVY DUTY LOW PROFILE 
FLOOR JACK 

•  Weighs 
73 lbs. 

NOWNOWNOW

$ 79 99  
COMPARE TO
 TEQ CORRECT 

MODEL:  T830018Z 

$ 17999 
$ 9999 

ITEM  40462/60658 / 97711  shown

SAVE  
 69% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 1 9 99  

 3/8" x 14 FT., GRADE 43
TOWING CHAIN 

COMPARE TO $ 6499 
 MIBRO MODEL:  426920 

•  5400 lb. 
capacity 

$ 3999 

COMPARE TO
$ 1352 PERFORMANCE 

TOOL MODEL: W2364

• Super-Strong,
Ultra-Lightweight 
   Composite Plastic

• Magnetic Base & 360° Swivel 
   Hook for Hands-Free Operation

• 3-AAA Batteries (included)
• 144 Lumens

ALL IN A SINGLE 
SUPER POWERFUL LIGHT

SUPER BRIGHT LED /SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OVER 5,000
 5 STAR REVIEWS

ITEM 63878/63991
64005/69567/60566

63601/ 67227 shown

$ 21999 

SAVE  $640 $ 1 89 99  
YOUR CHOICE

OF COLOR

•  15,000 cu. in. of storage
• 700 lb. capacity
• Weighs 139 lbs. 

BLUE
ITEM 64031

BLACK
ITEM 64030
64032
64033 shown

ITEM 64059
64061
 64060  shown

RED

ITEM 56237
64721 shown

GREEN

ITEM 56238
64722 shown

ORANGE

ITEM 56239
64720 shown

YELLOW

Customer Rating

30", 5 DRAWER MECHANIC'S CARTS

COMPARE TO
Snap-on
BLUE-POINT MODEL: KRBC10TBPES

$ 830 

SUPER COUPON
BIGGER • STRONGER • MORE STABLE

NEW

* 77657635 *
 7 7 6 5 7 6 3 5 

* 77672396 *
 7 7 6 7 2 3 9 6 

* 77671441 *
 7 7 6 7 1 4 4 1 

* 77670844 *
 7 7 6 7 0 8 4 4 

* 77668987 *
 7 7 6 6 8 9 8 7 

* 77668424 *
 7 7 6 6 8 4 2 4 

* 77667933 *
 7 7 6 6 7 9 3 3 

* 77667092 *
 7 7 6 6 7 0 9 2 

* 77666527 *
 7 7 6 6 6 5 2 7 

* 77665377 *
 7 7 6 6 5 3 7 7 

* 77664692 *
 7 7 6 6 4 6 9 2 

* 77664591 *
 7 7 6 6 4 5 9 1 

* 77663537 *
 7 7 6 6 3 5 3 7 

* 77663392 *
 7 7 6 6 3 3 9 2 

* 77662982 *
 7 7 6 6 2 9 8 2 

* 77662972 *
 7 7 6 6 2 9 7 2 

* 77662179 *
 7 7 6 6 2 1 7 9 

* 77653249 *
 7 7 6 5 3 2 4 9 * 77661266 *

 7 7 6 6 1 2 6 6 



At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 10/18/19.
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LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *

LIMIT  5  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  10/18/19 *
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ITEM  64110 

SAVE 
 66% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW

$ 499  

 250 LUMENS 
POP-UP LANTERN 

$ 1499 
COMPARE TO

 GO GREEN POWER 

$ 699 
ITEM  63471 / 60237  shown

SAVE  $61 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 99 99  

 10", 12 SPEED 
BENCHTOP
DRILL PRESS 

COMPARE TO $ 16197 
 WEN MODEL:  4212 

$ 13999 

ITEM 64311/61320
64286/ 61914  shown

SAVE 
 66% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER 

HITCH 

COMPARE TO

$ 5999 
REESE TOWPOWER

MODEL:  7068833 
$ 3199 ITEM  69623 / 66983  shownSAVE  50% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

SAVE  50% 

NOWNOWNOW

$ 39 99  

 500 LB. CAPACITY STEEL 
CARGO CARRIER 

COMPARE TO

$ 7999 
 HIGHLAND 

MODEL:  1394500 $ 5999 

ITEM  60388 / 69514  shown

SAVE  $80 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 79 99  

 2 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE 

SHOP CRANE 

COMPARE TO

$ 25999 
TEQ CORRECT

MODEL:  1404PV 

•  Boom extends from 
41" to 61-3/4"

• Crane height adjusts 
from 73-5/8" to 89" 

$ 22999 
ITEM  61674/62761 / 47835  shown

SAVE  
 66% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 299  

 3/8" x 75 FT. CAMOUFLAGE 
POLYPROPYLENE ROPE 

COMPARE TO $ 897 
 EVERBILT MODEL:  18614 

•  300 lb. working load 

$ 499 ITEM  63054 / 62858  shown

SAVE  $99 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 99 99  

 10 FT. x 20 FT.
PORTABLE CAR CANOPY 

COMPARE TO $ 199 
 SHELTER LOGIC MODEL:  23522 

$ 11999 

$ 1499 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 9 99  

 WIRELESS SECURITY
ALERT SYSTEM 

ITEM  61910/62447 / 93068  shown

SAVE  69% 

v

COMPARE TO

FIRST ALERT

MODEL: SFA600

$ 3299 

ITEM  60497/61899/63095/63096/63097 / 63098  shown

SAVE  65% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 799  

 18" x 12"
MOVER'S DOLLY 

COMPARE TO

$ 2299 
 BUFFALO TOOLS 

MODEL:  HDFDOLLY 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

$ 1099 
ITEM  61972 / 61971  shown

$ 12499 

SAVE  
 $129 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$ 124

NOWNOWNOW

$ 99 99  

 10" SLIDING COMPOUND 
MITER SAW 

COMPARE TO

$ 229 
 KOBALT 

MODEL:  SM2516LW 

 Blade sold separately. 

•  Powerful 15 amp motor 

ITEM 64675

SAVE  62% 

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 8 99  

 HEARING PROTECTOR 

COMPARE TO

$ 2391 
 DEWALT 

MODEL:  DPG62-C 

$ 1299 

ITEM  64008 / 64011  shown

SAVE  $264 

SUPER 
COUPON

NOWNOWNOW

$ 299 99  

 10 GUN ELECTRONIC 
SECURITY SAFE 

COMPARE TO

$ 56457 
 STACK-ON 

MODEL:  SS-16-MB-E 

•  CA DOJ compliant 

 Contents not included. 

$ 34999 

ITEM  64754 
 63531  shown

$ 6999 

SAVE 
 $39 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 9 99  
COMPARE TO

$ 99 
 RYOBI 

MODEL:  P1811 

•  450 in. lbs. of torque 
• 1.5 amp hour battery 
• Weighs 3.4 lbs. 

 20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS
1/2" COMPACT DRILL/DRIVER KIT 

ITEM  5889/62281 / 61637  shown

SAVE  
 85% 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW

$ 9 99  

 29 PIECE
TITANIUM

DRILL BIT SET 

COMPARE TO $ 6814  DEWALT 
MODEL:  DW1369 

$ 1799 
SAVE  $230 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 99 99  

 6.5 HP (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINE 

COMPARE TO $ 32999 
 HONDA MODEL:  GX200UT2QX2 

ITEM  69727  shown

CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM  60363 / 69730 

$ 11999 

ITEM  69645/95578 / 60625  shown

$ 1499 

SAVE  
 44% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

ITEM  69645/95578 / 60625 shown

NOW

$ 9 99  

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 

COMPARE TO

$ 1799 
 PERFORMAX 

MODEL:  2411-1 

ITEM 
 63584 

$ 76999 
SAVE  $1,319 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 699 99  

 3500 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR 

COMPARE TO $ 2,019 
 HONDA MODEL: EU3000iS1A

•  11 hour run time 

ITEM  63135 / 61451  shown

SAVE  
 60% 

Customer Rating

SAVE  

NOW

$ 3 99  

 AMMO DRY BOX 

COMPARE TO $ 999 
 RANGEMAXX MODEL:  1312-92 

$ 699 
ITEM  61765 / 46411  shown

SAVE  50% 

Customer Rating

NOW

$ 449  

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" CAMOUFLAGE 
WEATHER RESISTANT TARP 

COMPARE TO

$ 899 
 WEATHERMASTER 

MODEL:  300083999 

$ 599 

ITEM  68146/61258/61297/63476 / 61840  shown

$ 6999 

SAVE  $140 

SUPER 
COUPON

Customer Rating

ITEM  68146/61258/61297/63476 / 61840 shown

NOWNOWNOW

$ 49 99  

 2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL 

COMPARE TO

$ 18999 
 SUPERWINCH 

MODEL:  1125220 

•  Weighs 14.3 lbs.
• 11-1/8" L x 

4-1/2" H 

* 77687065 *
 7 7 6 8 7 0 6 5 

* 77686801 *
 7 7 6 8 6 8 0 1 

* 77686759 *
 7 7 6 8 6 7 5 9 

* 77686427 *
 7 7 6 8 6 4 2 7 

* 77685731 *
 7 7 6 8 5 7 3 1 

* 77685571 *
 7 7 6 8 5 5 7 1 

* 77684664 *
 7 7 6 8 4 6 6 4 

* 77684392 *
 7 7 6 8 4 3 9 2 

* 77683832 *
 7 7 6 8 3 8 3 2 

* 77683743 *
 7 7 6 8 3 7 4 3 

* 77680708 *
 7 7 6 8 0 7 0 8 

* 77678813 *
 7 7 6 7 8 8 1 3 

* 77675287 *
 7 7 6 7 5 2 8 7 

* 77675278 *
 7 7 6 7 5 2 7 8 

* 77674984 *
 7 7 6 7 4 9 8 4 

* 77674978 *
 7 7 6 7 4 9 7 8 

* 77674478 *
 7 7 6 7 4 4 7 8 

* 77673713 *
 7 7 6 7 3 7 1 3 

* 77673561 *
 7 7 6 7 3 5 6 1 

* 77672960 *
 7 7 6 7 2 9 6 0 
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ILA Grassroots: 
(800) 392-8683
NRA-ILA: (703) 267-1170
NRA-ILA website: nraila.org

LATEST 
LEGISLATIVE 
NEWS FROM 
INSIDE THE NRA 
INSTITUTE FOR 
LEGISLATIVE 
ACTION

IN MEMORY NRA-ILA 
CONTRIBUTIONS
April 1-30

Paul A. Romeo, Mt. Vernon, NY 
(from: David Romeo); David Strand, 
Sturgeon Lake, MN (from: Reese 
Musk); Austin Boosted, Tuscon, 
AZ (from: Martha Boosted); Keith 
Burge, Foristell, MO (from: Darlene 
Burge); Johan Nelson Larsen (from: 
Northern Dutchess Rod & Gun Club 
Inc.); Carl Noll, Columbus, OH (from: 
Marilyn Noll); Robert Wasielewski, 
Marshalltown, IA (from: Dale P. Nelson); 
William Henry Dorrance, Smyrna, 
DE (from: Cheryl D. Nicolo); Dorothy 
Jayes, Hamburg, NY (from: Hamburg 
Rod & Gun Club); Frank D. Smith, 
Montoursvilla, PA (from: John & Peggy 
Martin); Chuck Stone, Chatham, 
IL (from: Sharon Millburg); Orland 
M. Owen, Jr., Charleston, SC (from: 
Palmetto Gun Club); Herman “Bud” 
Zemke, Newberg OR (from: Beverly 
Montgomery).

O n April 29, the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to grant a request by 
the city of New York to delay the 

proceedings in the NRA-supported appeal 
of New York State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n, Inc. v. 
City of New York (No. 15-683).

Generally, New York state law prohibits 
even the possession of a handgun in the 
home without a license. A licensee in 
New York City (NYC) must comply with 
additional and specific restrictions. A license 
is “not transferable to any other person 
or location,” and anyone with a “premises 
license” is prohibited from removing the 
handgun “from the address specified on the 
license.” However, because the rules also 
require licensees to “endeavor to engage 
in periodic handgun practice,” an exception 
at 38 R.C.N.Y. § 5-23(a)(3) allows a licensee 
to transport a handgun “to and from an 
authorized small arms range/shooting club.” 
This narrow exception applies only to seven 
ranges located in NYC. It restricts the travel 
to a direct route to and from the range, and 
requires the handgun to be transported 
unloaded (in a locked container) and separate 
from any ammunition. Licensees who wish to 
take their guns to other ranges or participate 
in events or competitions outside NYC—or 
who want to transport their guns to another 
location—are prohibited from doing so.

In January, the Supreme Court agreed 
to hear the appeal in this case. The 
petitioners, individual licensees and the 
New York State Rifle and Pistol Association 
argue that—apart from the “precisely zero 
empirical evidence” provided by the city to 
justify its licensing rules as a public safety 
measure—these “extreme, unjustified and 
irrational” transport and travel restrictions on 
lawfully owned handguns violate the Second 
Amendment, the Commerce Clause, and the 
fundamental right to travel.

However, on April 12, legal counsel for 
the city of New York and the New York City 
Police Department (NYPD) filed a motion 
with the Supreme Court seeking to suspend 

the proceedings, based on a new proposal to 
change the NYC handgun rules. The motion 
indicates that the NYPD has published a 
“Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity to 
Comment on Proposed Rule,” which should 
set in motion a process that might result in a 
future change in the licensing rules.

However, even assuming this proposed 
rule would pass into law as drafted, it 
represents only a limited modification to 
existing 38 R.C.N.Y. § 5-23(a). The proposal 
would not rescind the restraints already in 
place (and at issue in the appeal), but would 
allow a premises’ licensee to transport 
a handgun listed on their license to: (1) 
another premises of the licensee “where the 
licensee is authorized to have and possess a 
handgun;” (2) a small-arms range/shooting 
club authorized by law to operate as such, 
whether located within or outside NYC; 
and (3) a shooting competition at which the 
licensee may possess the handgun “consistent 
with the law applicable at the place of 
the competition.” All of these retain the 
requirement that the handgun be transported 
unloaded (in a locked container) with 
ammunition being “carried separately,” and 
that the licensee travel “directly” to and from 
these additional locations.

Counsel for the petitioners responded 
to the city’s “extraordinary request” by 
indicating there is no good reason to grant 
an “indefinite hold.” The city’s motion is, 
at best, premature given the uncertain 
status of the proposed amendment, and the 
amendment itself is at odds with the city’s 
forceful defense of the existing rules as both 
necessary and constitutional. 

As NRA-ILA’s Executive Director Chris 
W. Cox put it, “The city of New York did 
not respect its citizens’ Second Amendment 
rights before the Supreme Court granted 
review in this case and it will not respect 
them going forward. We are confident that 
the court will reject New York’s desperate 
attempt to avoid review of its blatantly 
unconstitutional laws.”

Supreme Court Rejects NYC’s “Desperate Attempt” 
To Delay Proceedings In Gun Rights Case
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NRA Country presented lots of great 
music to attendees at this year’s NRA 
Annual Meetings in Indianapolis. 

One highlight was multiple performances 
by Payton Taylor. The daughter of a retired 
Philadelphia police officer, you may have 
seen her on the current season of American 
Idol. Her single, “American Born” resonates 
with fans who proudly have red, white 
and blue running through their veins. NRA 
Country’s Vanessa Shahidi took a few 
moments to ask Payton some questions and 
get to know her a little better.

VS: What was it like performing at this 
year’s NRA Annual Meetings?
PT: I was amazed at the number of families 
I saw in Indy. My favorite experience was 
when a mother told me she brought her 
daughter to the Annual Meetings for 
her 10th birthday. To see a mother and 
daughter making memories, learning, and 
spending time together was priceless. I was 
able to surprise them with a pair of tickets 
to see Alan Jackson later that night. The 
little girl thanked me and said it would be 
her first big concert! It’s moments like that 
you don’t forget. 

VS:  Who taught you how to shoot and 
 

PT: My father won several “sharpshooter” 
awards while on the police force. Needless 
to say, when I got to the age where I was 
going to be on my own, it was time for 
us to go to the range for some beginner 
lessons. Over the years, we’ve spent many 
hours making memories at the range. 

VS: NRA Country is a lifestyle brand 
all about hunting, fishing, being proud 
to be an American and supporting our 

 
an artist?

PT: My favorite part of touring is getting 
to see this country not just from a tour 
bus window, but by getting out with 
the crowds and hearing the stories 
that connect us. Music is one of those 
God-given blessings that transcends all 
boundaries and brings us back to the 
bigger picture of life. To me, getting 
outdoors and spending time with my 
loved ones grounds me. It’s an escape 
that reminds me of what is really 
important. As an artist, I can only hope 
my music can give that same kind feeling. 
When I wrote my single “American Born,” 
I wanted to capture all of the stories, 
people, and places I’ve had the blessing 
of being able to see. 

Head to  to be the first to 
know about new music, tour dates, videos, 
and more.

NRA Country is a lifestyle and a bond 
between the country music community 
and hard-working Americans everywhere. 
It’s powered by pride, freedom, love of country, 
respect for the military and the responsibilities 
of protecting the great American life. 
For more information visit nracountry.com, 
follow on Twitter @NRACountry, and 
NRA_Country on Instagram.

MSNBC Reporter Unwittingly Discovers The 
Importance Of The Right To Keep And Bear Arms
Sometimes even the worst of the media inadvertently 

stumbles upon the truth. On April 30, MSNBC reported 
that the socialist government of Venezuela was running 

over its citizens with armored vehicles.
MSNBC reporter Kerry Sanders, seeking to explain how 

the government could oppress the population to this extent, 
invoked the disparity of power between the government and 
the people.

He noted: “You have to understand, in Venezuela gun 
ownership is not something that is open to everybody. So if 
the military have the guns, they have the power and as long as 
Nicolas Maduro controls the military, he controls the country.”

These admissions, however unwitting, were a refreshing 
contrast from the usual MSNBC rhetoric that tends to favor 
the most far-reaching forms of gun control. 

But while the political elite hide behind the guise of 
“common-sense gun laws,” in reality they believe that they 
should be the only ones protected by guns. The rest of the 
population, in their view, is not to be trusted.

After years of pushing anti-gun rhetoric, MSNBC 
accidentally made one of the most powerful cases for the 
Second Amendment—showing that without it law-abiding 
citizens will not have the means to protect themselves from 
criminals or from the most blatant forms of government 
oppression.

The men and women of the NRA have understood this 
since 1871.

It’s taken MSNBC a while to catch up to the rest of us.
For the people of Venezuela, unfortunately, the lesson 

arrived too late.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 D

en
ise

 C
oc

cia

NRA Country presented lots of great 

  Payton Taylor
    is

Anti-government 
protesters take 
cover in May 
2019 as security 
forces fire tear 
gas to disperse 
demonstrators 
in Caracas, 
Venezuela. 
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y Joseph . 
e er alis Jr.

Executive Director, 
General Operations

I t is my honor to address my fellow N  
members, instructors and supporters 
as we be in our ourney in makin  N  

eneral Operations the best it can be. n 
this inau ural issue of my monthly update 
from eneral Operations, ’ve chosen to 
reco ni e the professional and unwaverin  
contributions of our N certified 
instructors. here is no more cherished 
N  tradition than marksmanship skills and 
firearms safety instruction for merican 
citi ens. or ,  students each year, 
the instructor in the classroom and on the 
ran e is the N . ecall how Olympians 
and national shootin  sports champions 
often attribute their first firearms e perience 
to an N sponsored pro ram. he men 
and women lar ely responsible for that 
introduction were N  instructors. ew 
may appreciate the investment in time and 
resources made by these loyal members who 
unselfishly commit to the ri ors of becomin  
an N certified instructor and furtherin  the 
nation’s hi hest standards in firearms safety. 

espite pro ram chan es and technical 
evolution in the classroom, our instructors 
soldier on to support citi ens lookin  for 
instruction in safe un ownership  to preserve 
their Second mendment ri hts  for per
sonal protection  or because of their passion 
for the shootin  sports. e are pleased to 
announce that N ’s newest course N  

has been incorporated into the N  
nstructor curriculum. earn the details at

americanrifleman.org/NRACCW or si n up 
at NRAInstructors.org. 

s chan es in the national landscape influ
ence our priorities and decisions, the personal 
touch in the classroom and mentorin  on the 
ran e have been preserved, thanks to our 
dedicated instructors. s a firearms instructor, 
’ve personally witnessed the devotion of fel
low teachers who patiently provide e uipment 
to that student who for ot to brin  ear pro
tection, calm someone who may be nervous 
because of havin  no prior e perience with 
firearms, or e pertly uide the class throu h 
N ’s safe un handlin  rules developed over 
the past  years.

 ask all of you members, officers, 
board members and staff to acknowled e 
the sacrifices and accomplishments made 
each week by these talented, loyal members 
of the N  team. f you see the coveted 
instructor’s patch proudly displayed on a 
acket or vest, please introduce yourself and 
shake that member’s hand with ratitude for 
their invaluable contributions.

e learn from e perience. eneral 
Operations is no e ception to this tenet, and 
we are workin  to inte rate those lessons 
learned into our plans, with our instructors 
prominently accredited in those trainin  
pro rams. Stay tuned. he future is bri ht. 
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NRA REGIONAL REPORT
isit the links below to fi nd un shows, pro rams, clubs, events and trainin  in your area.

2020 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS 
APRIL 16-21 • NASHVILLE, TN

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, 
is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored 
events scheduled in your region for the current month. 
Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888

NRASTORE.COM (888) 607-6007

5-STAR MEMBER BENEFITS

NRA Wine Club (800) 331-9754

ManageYOURiD (888) 759-7866

Medical Concierge Network (800) 352-6094

Global Rescue (800) 381-9754

NRA Travel Center NRA.HotelPlanner.com

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT/
   GIFT PLANNING (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

NRA INSTRUCTOR/
   COACH FIREARM TRAINING (703) 267-1500

EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752

REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166

RECREATIONAL SHOOTING (800) 672-7435

NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) 672-2582

RANGE SERVICES (877) 672-7264

COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (877) 672-6282

LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640

FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342

NRA MUSEUMS/
   GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1600

SHOWS & EXHIBITS (866) 343-1805

MEDIA RELATIONS  (703) 267-1595

HUNTER SERVICES  (844) 672-6883

MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT 
INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000

NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000

Member Information & Benefits 

o search for events in your area, o to nrapublications.org/regional-report

N .O

For hotel accommodations at the 
NRA Annual Meetings, visit nraam.org

Check Your Local Events 
Now Online

See your connections below.

STATE ASSOCIATIONS
clubs.nra.org

Joining NRA-affi liated state associations 
supports NRA’s mission in your state. 

See stateassociations.nra.org
for more information.

AREA SHOOTS
ssusa.org/coming-events

For more information, send an email to 
Shelly Kramer at mkramer@nrahq.org

or call (703) 267-1459. 

GUN SHOWS
gunshows.nra.org

Dates and locations of gun shows are subject 
to change. Please contact the show before 
traveling. Discounted NRA memberships

 are sold through NRA recruiters. Some shows 
may offer free admission to people who sign 

up for new memberships or renewals. 
To become an NRA Recruiter contact NRA 

Recruiting Programs at recruiter@nrahq.org.

TRAINING
refuse.nra.org  |  nrainstructors.org

The NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim® program 
provides information on crime prevention 
and personal safety. To learn more about 

the program, visit refuse.nra.org. The most 
up-to-date seminar and instructor training 

schedule is available on the internet by visiting 
nrainstructors.org, or online training is available 

at nraonlinetraining.org. Questions? email to 
refuse@nrahq.org or by calling (800) 861-1166.

LAW ENFORCEMENT
le.nra.org

Public and private offi cers interested in 
becoming a law enforcement fi rearm 

instructors should attend one of NRA’s Law 
Enforcement Firearms Instructor Development 

Schools. NRA Police Pistol Combat 
competition is intended to be used as an 

extension of an offi cer’s training. 

FRIENDS OF NRA
friendsofnra.org

Friends of NRA events celebrate American 
values with fun, fellowship and fundraising for 

The NRA Foundation. To learn more about 
events in your area, visit friendsofnra.org, 

contact your local fi eld representative or send 
an email to friends@nrahq.org.



INSIDE NRA     Programs & Services

90 | SHOOTINGILLUSTRATED.COM | 07.19

T he NRA Bylaws provide for 
the election of one-third of the 
75-member Board of Directors 

each year. This means that the terms 
of office of 25 Board members will 
expire at the 2020 Annual Meeting of 
Members in Nashville, Tenn., on  
April 18, 2020. Also, any members 
filling vacancies on the Board that 
occurred after the last regular election 
must stand for election in 2020 in the 
same manner as the 25 whose terms 
normally expires at that time.

Additionally, one Director will be 
elected for a one-year term on the 
occasion of each Annual Meeting of 
Members, by a plurality of the votes cast 
by those individual members present in 
person and entitled to vote. The slate 
will be made up of only those candidates 
who were nominated for election on the 
mail ballot but were not elected by mail.

The NRA Board of Directors is 
listed in the box below according to 
the expiration of their terms of office. 
You may, if you wish, recommend 
any of the present Directors whose 
term expires in 2020. DO NOT 
RECOMMEND any of those whose 
term expires in 2021 or 2022. 

The Nominating Committee will 
meet in Fairfax, Virginia on Aug. 24, 
2019, to select Director nominees. 
There are two ways NRA members can 
place names of eligible members in 
consideration for Board service. One is 
to recommend them to the Nominating 
Committee for consideration, and the 
other is to circulate a petition obtaining 
the required signatures for placement 
on the ballot. 

The following information about 
each process has been summarized 
from the NRA Bylaws. A copy of 
the Bylaws will be provided to any 
member who sends his or her request 
to the NRA Secretary along with a 
return addressed, stamped envelope 
($.80 postage required). 

Recommendations To The 
Nominating Committee 
A ll NRA members are urged to 

recommend suitable individuals as 
nominees for election to the NRA Board 
of Directors. 

1Recommend as many persons as 
you feel are well ualified. ou may 

supplement your recommendation 
with any background or biographical 

material that you feel would be helpful 
to the Nominating Committee in 
arriving at its decision. 

2 If in doubt as to the membership 
status of any person you wish to 

recommend as a nominee, submit the 
recommendation and the membership 
status will be checked at NRA 
Headquarters. 

3These recommendations should 
be received by the Secretary 

as soon as possible but must be 
received no later than Aug. 4, 2019 
(20 days prior to the Nominating 
Committee meeting).

Nominations By Petition 
Any member (sponsor) may submit 

petitions calling for the nomination 
of qualified members to the Board. 
The sponsor may be an affiliated 
organization. Petition packets may 
be obtained from the NRA Secretary. 
Requests should be mailed to the 
Secretary at the address printed on the 
following page. 

1Petitions must be received no later 
than Oct. 8, 2019 (no more than  

45 days after the Nominating 
Committee meeting). 

2No petition for nomination of a 
Director shall contain the name 

of more than one proposed nominee, 
and no more than one signature by 
any member shall be counted on an 
official petition for any one candidate. 

3Proposed nominees must indicate 
their principal city and state of 

residence. 

4A petition shall not be circulated 
without the proposed nominee’s 

written permission, and that 
permission must be on file with the 
NRA Secretary by the deadline for 
receipt of petitions. 

5Only official petition forms 
provided by the Secretary’s Office, 

which may be duplicated in full size 
(8½  x 11 inches), may be used to collect 
petition signatures. 

6The petition may contain a 
brief resume approved by the 

prospective nominee. 

7The name, address and 
membership number of the 

sponsor MUST be indicated on each 
sheet of the petition. 

Important Notice To Members: Exercise Your Rights
Assist In The Nomination of Directors   

THE NRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Expires in 2020
Thomas P. Arvas
Clel Baudler
J. Kenneth Blackwell
Dan Boren
Ted W. Carter
Patricia A. Clark
Anthony P. Colandro
Allan D. Cors
Charles L. Cotton*
Graham Hill
Curtis S. Jenkins
Herbert A. Lanford, Jr.
Sean Maloney
Robert E. Mansell
Lance Olson
Melanie Pepper
Jay Printz
Todd J. Rathner
Carl T. Rowan, Jr.
Ronald L. Schmeits
Steven C. Schreiner
Leroy Sisco
Mark E. Vaughan
Linda L. Walker
Howard J. Walter
Heidi E. Washington

Term Expires in 2021
Scott L. Bach
William A. Bachenberg
Ronnie G. Barrett
Robert K. Brown
Dean Cain
David G. Coy
Edie P. Fleeman
Joel Friedman
Julie Golob
Maria Heil
David A. Keene
Timothy Knight
Carrie Lightfoot
Duane Liptak, Jr.
Carolyn D. Meadows*
Bill Miller
Owen Buz Mills
Il Ling New
Robert A. Nosler
Kim Rhode
Wayne Anthony Ross
Don Saba
William H. Satterfield
John C. Sigler
Kristy Titus

Term Expires in 2022
Joe M. Allbaugh
Bob Barr
Matt Blunt
Pete R. Brownell
Richard R. Childress
Larry E. Craig
Carol Frampton
Sandra S. Froman
Mark Geist
Marion P. Hammer
Susan Howard
Tom King
Willes K. Lee*
Karl A. Malone
Craig Morgan
Oliver L. North
Johnny Nugent
Ted Nugent
James W. Porter II
Esther Schneider
Bart Skelton
Dwight D. Van Horn
Blaine Wade
Allen B. West

onald . oun
* Officer



8The name of the person circulating 
the petition sheet, if different from 

the sponsor, whether the sponsor be 
an individual or organizational member, 
should be indicated on each sheet. 

9Petitions MUST bear the 
membership identification 

numbers, names, addresses (street, 
city, state, zip code), signatures 
and date of signing of no less than 
seven hundred six (706) members 
eligible to vote. (Members eligible 
to vote are Lifetime members and 
annual members with five or more 
consecutive years of membership.) 
ANY SIGNATURES OBTAINED 
BEFORE THE PROSPECTIVE 
NOMINEE IS QUALIFIED TO HOLD 
OFFICE WILL BE RULED INVALID. 

NOTE: SIGNATURES WITHOUT 
MEMBERSHIP IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBERS WILL BE INVALID. IF THE 
NUMBER IS NOT INDICATED ON THE 
MEMBER’S IDENTIFICATION CARD, 
HE/SHE MAY: (a) copy the identification 
number from their NRA magazine label 
or (b) obtain it by calling NRA’s toll-free 
number (800) 672-3888. When calling, 
it is important to give the last name, 
address and zip code as it is carried on 
the NRA membership record (including 
designations such as “Jr.,” “Sr.,” etc.) in 
order to obtain the proper identification 
number. Nominees and sponsors may 
call the toll-free number to obtain 
membership identification numbers for 
those who do not include them on the 
signed petition. Staff is only permitted 
to give identification numbers, and may 
not indicate voting status. 

10 Not more than five petition 
nominees shall be from any one 

state during any one year. If more than 
five are submitted, the five with the 
greatest number of valid signatures 
will be nominated. 

11 The Secretary will determine 
the validity of all petitions 

received and the eligibility of all 
signatories. 

12 If a petition is determined  
to be invalid, the Secretary 

must immediately notify the  
proposed nominee and the sponsor 
stating the reason for the ruling.  
The petitioner may appeal the  
ruling to the Nominating Committee 
within 14 days.  

13 If the appeal is denied, the 
petitioner may appeal to 

the Board of Directors, who will act 
at their next meeting. If the Board 
rules the petition valid, the proposed 
nominee will be declared a nominee 
for the next election. 

Additional copies of this form are available upon request by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to NRA Headquarters. If you do not want to cut this form out of 
the magazine, send in a letter or postcard with the same information. Mail to: 

NRA Nominating Committee
11250 Waples Mill Road • Fairfax, VA  22030

I recommend the following individual for consideration as a nominee for election  
to the NRA Board of Directors in 2020.
Nominee Name ___________________________________________________________
Membership Identification Number _______________________________Age _______
Address __________________________________________________________________
City __________________________State _________________ Zip Code ____________
Recommended by:
Your Name _______________________________________________________________
Your Complete Address ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Your Membership Identi�cation Number __________________________________________

Mail this form to reach NRA by Aug. 4, 2019 

Election Procedures 
1The names of those selected by 

the Nominating Committee and of 
those nominated by petition, together 
with short biographical sketches, will 
be published in the February 2020 
Official Journals. 

2A ballot will be mailed to each 
member eligible to vote. It will 

contain the list of names proposed 
by the Nominating Committee and 
those nominated by petition and, in 
addition, provide five blank spaces for 
write-in candidates. 

3The ballot, properly executed, 
must be returned by the date 

indicated on the ballot. 

The NRA Board of Directors consists of 75 NRA members elected by mail 
ballot by the membership of the Association entitled to vote and one 

member elected on the occasion of the Annual Meeting of Members. The right 
to hold the office of Director is limited to NRA Lifetime members who have 
attained the age of 18 years and are citizens of the United States. Directors are 
elected for a term of three years, with the exception of the Director elected at 
the Annual Meeting of Members, who serves for a one-year term. The term of 
office of one-third of the Board expires each year. 

The Board of Directors has general charge of the affairs and property of the 
Association, and formulates and establishes the broad policies and programs 
under which the Association operates. 

In past years, the Nominating Committee has taken several factors into 
consideration concerning those recommended for election to the Board. 
The Committee has felt that nominees should be persons well-known and 
respected in their communities, with broad experience and background in 
the affairs of the Association, and with the time necessary to devote to NRA 
activities. While these factors are not requirements, they may help in the 
selection of those recommended for nomination to the Board. 

2019-2020 NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
The members of the Nominating Committee elected by the Board are as 
follows: Scott L. Bach, Newfoundland, NJ; Carol Frampton, Prosperity, SC; 
Sandra S. Froman, Tucson, AZ; Susan Howard, Boerne, TX; Tom King, East 
Greenbush, NY; Carrie Lightfoot, Scottsdale, AZ; Janet Nyce, Elliottsburg, PA; 
Lane Ruhland, Waunakee, WI; and Eb Wilkinson, Tucson, AZ. 

To submit online go to: nrapublications.org/nomination
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NRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Joe M. Allbaugh, Oklahoma; Thomas P. Arvas, New Mexico; Scott L. Bach, New Jersey; William A. Bachenberg, 
Pennsylvania; Bob Barr, Georgia; Ronnie G. Barrett, Tennessee; Clel Baudler, Iowa; J. Kenneth Blackwell, Ohio; 
Matt Blunt, Virginia; Dan Boren, Oklahoma; Robert K. Brown, Colorado; Pete R. Brownell, Iowa; Dean Cain, 
California; Ted W. Carter, Florida; Richard R. Childress, North Carolina; Patricia A. Clark, Connecticut;  
Anthony P. Colandro, New Jersey; Allan D. Cors, Florida; Charles L. Cotton, Texas; David G. Coy,  Michigan;  
Larry E. Craig,  Idaho; Edie P. Fleeman, North Carolina; Carol Frampton, South Carolina; Joel Friedman,  
Nevada; Sandra S. Froman, Arizona; Mark Geist,  Colorado; Julie Golob,  Missouri; Marion P. Hammer, Florida; 
Maria Heil,  Pennsylvania; Graham Hill,  Virginia; Susan Howard,  Texas; Curtis S. Jenkins, Georgia; David A. 
Keene, Maryland; Tom King,  New York; Timothy Knight, Tennessee; Herbert A. Lanford, Jr. , South Carolina;  
Willes K. Lee,  Virginia; Carrie Lightfoot, Arizona; Duane Liptak,  Jr., Texas; Karl A. Malone, Louisiana;  
Sean Maloney,  Ohio; Robert E. Mansell, Arizona; Carolyn D. Meadows, Georgia; Bill Miller,  West Virginia; 
Owen Buz Mills, Arizona; Craig Morgan,  Tennessee; Il Ling New,  Idaho; Oliver L. North, Virginia;  
Robert A. Nosler, Oregon; Johnny Nugent, Indiana; Ted Nugent,  Texas; Lance Olson,  Iowa; Melanie Pepper, 
Texas; James W. Porter II, Alabama; Jay Printz,  Montana; Todd J. Rathner, Arizona; Kim Rhode,  California;  
Wayne Anthony Ross, Alaska; Carl T. Rowan,  Jr., Washington,  D.C.; Don Saba,  Arizona; William H. Satterfield, 
Alabama; Ronald L. Schmeits, New Mexico; Esther Q. Schneider, Texas; Steven C. Schreiner, Colorado;  
John C. Sigler,  Delaware; Leroy Sisco,  Texas; Bart Skelton,  New Mexico; Kristy Titus,  Oregon; Dwight D. Van Horn, 
Idaho; Mark E. Vaughan, Oklahoma; Blaine Wade,  Tennessee; Linda L. Walker, Ohio; Howard J. Walter, North 
Carolina; Heidi E. Washington, Michigan; Allen B. West, Texas; Donald E. Young, Alaska.

Communications intended for any member of the NRA Board of Directors should be addressed to:  
(Name of Board member), NRA Office of the Secretary, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030; or nrabod@
nrahq.org; or (703) 267-1021. Please include your name, contact information and NRA membership I.D. number, 
as only communications from NRA members will be forwarded.

2019 NRA BOARD 
ELECTION RESULTS

The following members have been 
elected Directors of the NRA for 
three-year terms ending in 2022:

Oliver L. North  120,912
Ted Nugent  118,901
Sandra S. Froman  106,699
Allen B. West  105,973
Bob Barr  102,315
Susan Howard  101,242
Marion P. Hammer   98,930
Pete R. Brownell   97,295
Donald E. Young   96,427
Johnny Nugent   94,374
Esther Q. Schneider   90,807
Dwight D. Van Horn   90,409
Larry E. Craig   90,270
Matt Blunt   90,255
Blaine E. Wade   90,195
Karl A. Malone   87,742
Richard R. Childress   86,910
Willes K. Lee   86,883
Carol Bambery Frampton   86,324
Joe M. Allbaugh   85,621
Bart Skelton   85,235
Mark Geist   84,405
James W. Porter II   80,935
Craig Morgan   80,540
Tom King   80,054

and for a one-year term ending in 2020:
Mark Vaughan   78,850
Herbert A. Lanford, Jr.   74,005

The remaining candidates on the ballot, 
who were not elected, are as follows:

Dave Butz   73,706
Adam Kraut     72,774
Richard S. Figueroa   69,346
Paul D. Babaz   67,457
Mark Robinson   66,054
Anthony P. Colandro   61,191
John Thodos     60,742
Kevin Hogan   54,725

Nominees for the election of the 76th 
Director were those candidates who 
had been nominated previously for the 
mail election of Directors but failed 
to be elected. The one NRA director 
elected for the one-year term by those 
members present and voting at the 
Annual Meetings was:

Anthony P. Colandro

Ladies, Join Us In The Texas Hill 
Country At The Annual Women’s 
Leadership Forum Summit! 

T he annual Women’s Leadership 
Forum Summit will be taking 
place this Sept. 27–29 at La 

Cantera Resort in San Antonio, Texas. 
The summit is a great way to spend 
a weekend bonding with like-minded 
women, networking and enjoying an 
inspirational experience in a relaxed 
retreat setting. 

We’re pulling together an incredible 
lineup of Second Amendment 
supporters from around the nation to 
speak and lead discussions on relevant 
topics. We are pleased to announce 
Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) as a keynote 
speaker this year. Be on the lookout 
for our full speaker lineup soon. Past 
speakers have included 46th Vice 
President Dick Cheney; Governors 
Greg Abbott (Texas), Kim Reynolds 
(Iowa), Scott Walker (Wisconsin); 
journalists and political analysts Laura 
Ingram, Katie Pavlich, columnist Peggy 
Noonan of The Wall Street Journal; 
rising stars in country music; U.S. 
Olympians and more. 

There will be plenty of optional 
activities available as well. These may 
range from special events at the range 
to day trips to historical excursions. 
Our events will give you plenty of time 
to sightsee and make new friends. 

Don’t miss out on the unique 

opportunity to celebrate our freedom, 
friendships and the special sisterhood 
that binds us together. See for yourself 
why the NRA Women’s Leadership 
Forum Summit is one of our most 
eagerly anticipated events of the year. 

Together, we’ll explore new ideas, 
connect with like-minded women, 
celebrate the role of women as Second 
Amendment leaders, and unite in the 
mission to further the NRA Women’s 
Leadership Forum. And, we will have a 
tremendous amount of fun. 

“It’s like an elegant summer camp 
for the ladies of the 2A! The summit is 
an incredible weekend of connecting 
and reconnecting with ladies from 
all over the country who believe in 
Constitutional values. It has become a 
'must-do' event for my daughter and 
me,” reflected Cheryl Todd, a past 
summit attendee.

For details visit nrawlf.com, or email 
nrawlf@nrahq.org. 
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INSIDE NRA     Programs & Services

C incinnati, May 1977. The 
National Rifle Association had 
come to town with its Annual 

Meetings and Exhibits, America’s 
largest gathering and celebration for 
gun owners and shooters. But there 
would be a marked difference from 
previous Annual Meetings, because 
at this event, a leadership battle 
would take place in the convention 
hall. Over the course of the weekend, 
and especially in one all-night session, 
NRA members would change the 
course of their organization’s—and 
their nation’s—history. 

The NRA was at a crossroads. 
The showdown occurred one year 
after the founding of NRA’s Institute 
for Legislative Action, formed to 
secure gun owners’ civil rights first 
and foremost. Opposing factions 
had very different ideas about 
NRA’s goals and operations. Should 
the Association focus on shooting 
competition and environmentalism 
to gain media approval, or should 
it prioritize political advocacy for 
gun-owners’ rights in the face of a 
rising tide of anti-gun fervor? The 
leadership of the time proposed to 
move the Association’s headquarters 
from the Washington, D.C. area to 
Colorado, much to the chagrin of 
most members. 

But approximately 1,100 voting 
members who journeyed to 
Cincinnati were having none of 

that. In a marathon Annual Meeting 
of Members starting at 7:30 p.m., 
an ad hoc group calling itself the 
“Federation for NRA” and influential 
members of the NRA’s Board of 
Directors ousted the “old guard” 
executives and installed a new slate 
of leaders who vowed to aggressively 
defend Second Amendment rights 
and be more responsive to the needs 
of the members.

Not until the wee hours of the 
following morning did former NRA 

President Irvine Porter adjourn the 
members’ meeting. Harlon B. Carter, 
who had only recently retired as 
the first head of the Institute for 
Legislative Action, took the helm as 
executive vice president and told 
the members: “You, the membership, 
are entitled to have an NRA that is 
responsive to your wishes. That is 
right, that is what you have demanded, 
and that’s the way it’s going to be. 
You cannot be denied, my beloved 
friends.“ Pointing to the Board 
members, Carter added, “You are the 
NRA, not I, not these gentlemen here. 
You are all we have.”

The crowd went wild, giving Carter 
a rousing ovation, confident their 
voice would start being heard and 
that “the NRA” would live up to the 
higher standard of “your NRA,” an 
Association where members would 
assume a more participatory role 
in steering the organization thanks 
to such measures as nominating 
candidates for director by petition 
and placing non-directors on the 
Nominating Committee.
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By NRA Staff

Birthplace Of The Modern NRA
Cincinnati ‘77: 

1977 NRA Officers (l.-r.): Warren L. Cheek, secretary; Lloyd M. Mustin, president; 
Robert J. Kukla, executive director of NRA-ILA; Harlon B. Carter, executive vice 
president; William B. Binswanger, treasurer; John B. Layton, first vice president 

From the first vote to the last, surprising 
solidarity was shown by the Life members 
who came to Cincinnati.
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Within months of the meeting, 
newly installed Executive Vice-
President Carter made it clear that 
the NRA would dig in its heels and 
remain “where the action is,” in 
Washington, D.C.  That commitment 
expressed the new focus of the 
present-day NRA, and was a clear 
demonstration of the power of grass-
roots activism.

The Cincinnati meeting established 
a blueprint for the future, one that 
united gun owners and all who 
truly believe in the civil liberties 
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. 
Driven by that clear objective, 
the NRA has never flinched in its 
successful efforts to preserve our 
right to keep and bear arms.  

We have been tested time and 
time again. Our political enemies 
have ramped up their assault on our 
freedoms to include the most vicious 
personal attacks imaginable, aimed 
at our officers, board members, staff 
and members. They no longer try to 
conceal their true agenda of total 
disarmament of the American people. 
In fact, they are so focused on this, 
and so confident in their victory, they 
will stop at nothing to attain their goal.  

Our enemies are getting smarter 
and richer, but the NRA has fought this 
battle before. We know our enemies 
don’t have what we have—the hearts 
and minds of patriots who recognize 
that what is at stake is bigger than any 
of us. And we know that ultimately, 
victory can’t be bought—it can only be 
earned by winning the support of our 
fellow Americans. 

Smiles greet Harlon Carter's announcement 
to the members that he would return to 
Washington, D.C., to assume the duties of 
the NRA's highest office.
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deserves its poor reputation for lack of 
terminal e�ectiveness. Even with hot 
FMJ ammo, penetration is marginal. 
We have far better options today.

The king of the pocket-pistol 
category nowadays is de�nitely the 
small, light, single-stack .380 ACP-
chambered pistol.

These come in a variety of con�gu-
rations and action types, and span a 
price range from a couple hundred 
bucks to several times that amount. 
There are true double-action-only 
versions, like the Smith & Wesson 
Bodyguard .380 I kept in a small breast 
pocket on the outside of my winter 
coat for years. The virtue of this action 
type is the ability to take another try 
at a recalcitrant primer by just pulling 
the trigger again. The vice of this 
action is they generally have heavier 
and harder-to-master trigger pulls.

A variant on that type of trigger is 
the one found on the Kel-Tec P-3AT 
and several other pistols of its sort. 
While super�cially resembling a 
double-action-only trigger, this action 
uses the cycling of the slide to partially 
cock the gun. This gives a lighter 
trigger pull than the true DAO, since 
the shooter isn’t �ghting the full 
weight of the mainspring, however, 
these guns also lack the repeat-strike 
capability of the true DAO.

Lastly, is the classic single-action 
with a thumb safety, as exempli�ed  
by SIG Sauer’s P238. This is obviously 
the most manageable of the triggers 
on these sorts of pistols. Carrying 
one in Condition One in a pocket, 
however, demands a quality holster 
and excellent gun-handling skills,  
and even then still makes some folks  
a little skittish.

There have been numerous at- 
tempts to get 9 mm-caliber pistols 
into, or at least close to, this size class, 
but so far it’s mostly been exotics like 
the now-defunct Rohrbaugh R9 and 
the Bond Arms Bullpup (née Boberg). 
The Kimber Micro 9 quali�es, but 
carries the same single-action caveat 
as the P238. For the foreseeable 
future, pocket concealed carry looks 
to be the province of the .380 ACP.
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Chamber-support tools have 
worked very well for me on both 
small and large AR platforms. I keep 
the lugged end of these inserts  
clean and burr-free, securing them  
in a vise. Small-AR-receiver owners 
have options from companies like 
Brownells, Geissele Automatics, 
Magpul and Midwest Industries. 
Geissele also o�ers its Reaction Rod 
in a large-AR-receiver size. My barrel 
expert notes that he has seen barrels 
rotate within their extensions due to 
excessive torque applied when using 
one of these �xtures. That results  
in a misaligned gas port and a 
change to headspace, both of which 
are big problems. For this reason, 
you should always follow a manufac-
turer’s torque recommendations and 
stay on the low end of those ranges. 
While several companies o�er similar 
tools for bolt actions, I am told that 
they �t too loosely in the raceways 
to use for torquing a muzzle device. 
The preferred option is to mount the 
barrel in a vise, using padded barrel 
blocks to both hold it securely and 
prevent damage to the �nish. 

After detaching the muzzle device, 
you should also remove any crush 
washers or shims that were used to 
time or tighten it. Clean the threads 
with a sti� wire brush to ensure 
carbon buildup and residual thread-
locker are removed. If you have the 
correct die, you can use it to “chase” 
the threads, cleaning up rough 
spots. Likewise, the correct tap will 
help to ensure the new muzzle 
device’s threads have no thread-
eating burrs. Finally, degrease the 
threads of both the �ash hider/brake 
and barrel with mineral spirits or a 
similar cleaner before proceeding 
any further.

While you wait for the degreaser 
to evaporate, closely inspect your 
muzzle with a bright light and some 
magni�cation. Check for any crown 
damage that might negatively a�ect 
accuracy or other issues that need 
attention—like a small mountain of 
baked-on carbon—and �x those 
issues before proceeding.

The same tools used to remove 
muzzle devices and support barrels 
are needed for installation.  Unless 
you plan to remove your muzzle 
device routinely—such as when  
using a direct-thread suppressor—a 
good thread-locking compound that 
can withstand high heat, such as  
Loctite 271 or Rocksett, should be 
used. The manufacturer’s recommen-
dations for torque are particularly 
important for suppressor QD mounts. 
Shim kits are typically provided with 
muzzle devices that require timing in 
a speci�c position, allowing you to err 
toward the low end of the torque 
range to prevent warping of the 
threads and muzzle.

Never use a crush washer to secure 
a QD suppressor mount. This spring-
steel spacer is designed to apply 
pressure on a muzzle device to help it 
remain tight. Dimensional variations 
between each of the involved parts 
are large enough that a sound 
suppressor can come out of align-
ment with the barrel’s bore when a 
crush washer is used, especially as the 
di�erent metals heat up. Once this 
happens, sending rounds through 
parts of your suppressor becomes a 
real possibility. Suppressor alignment 
should be checked after installing a 
QD mount, whenever possible. I use a 
Suppressor Alignment Gauge from 
Geissele on my .22- and .30-caliber 
bores. These precision-ground and 
polished, stainless-steel rods help 
spot potential ba�e strikes due  
to misalignment before you head to 
the range. If you plan to use a direct- 
thread suppressor some of the time,  
a knurled thread protector will keep 
your barrel threads in good shape 
when shooting unsuppressed. Mild 
thread-locking compounds like 
Vibra-TITE VC-3 will help to hold a 
thread-protector hand tight, but still 
allow you to remove it when needed.

Muzzle-device removals and 
installations are not overly compli-
cated tasks. But, if you do not feel you 
can do the job safely or without 
damaging your ri�e, let a gunsmith do 
the work for you.
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system, but it came to work fairly 
well. It took on a completely new 
light when it came to the innovative 
guys in the Army Air Corps. 

The Air Corps used large numbers 
of Piper Cub airplanes to �y over  
the battle�eld and observe what the 
enemy was doing. The unarmed 
planes were extremely maneuverable 
and elusive, and thus e�ective in 
getting a pair of eyes on the enemy. 
Some of the pilots grew tired of just 
spotting targets and reporting— 
they wanted to shoot. One of their 
number, Charles Carpenter, became 
known as “Bazooka Charlie” after 
�guring out how to mount bazookas 
on the wing struts of his little two- 
seater airplane. First it was three on 
the left wing, but then he added 
three more on the right side. Fired 
electrically from the cockpit, the 
rockets were pre-loaded and wired 
up before takeo�. Since the rockets in 
their tubes were essentially recoilless, 
as well as outside the propeller arc, it 
had no adverse impact on the little 
plane’s �ight. Before it was over, 
Bazooka Charlie killed 14 German 
armored vehicles by getting them 
from above and behind.

Then there was the Stinger. The  
5th Marine Division was tasked with 
the assault on the critical island 
fortress of Iwo Jima. They wanted a 
machine gun that was lighter than 
the Browning M1919A4 and �red at a 
faster rate. The answer was a gun that 
came to be called the Stinger, an 
aircraft version of the .30-caliber 
Browning made for use in the wing 
mounts of early �ghters, as well as in 
the �exible mounts of rear-facing 
torpedo and dive bombers. Marine 
ordnancemen took six of the aircraft 
guns, which were smaller and lighter 
versions of the classic Browning and 
added a buttstock and a bipod. The 
Stingers worked well and are part of 
World War II gun lore. Cpl Tony Stein 
was using a Stinger when he per-
formed the acts the nation recog-
nized with the Medal of Honor.  

Necessity is the mother of inven-
tion with �ghtin’ iron.
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There’s an oft-repeated proverb which solemnly advises us “neces-
sity is the mother of invention.” We cannot be certain this is invariably 
true, but there are plenty of examples that suggest a great deal of 
credibility in the saying. Where weapons are concerned, more than a 
few warriors have come up with some innovative weapon or tech-
nique in order to go about their deadly work more e�ciently. From 
the Molotov cocktail to COL Bob Howard’s det cord and steel washers 
ambush-breaker, clever soldiers have found innovative ways to get it 
done. Rule books tend to be discarded when they start issuing ball 
ammo and live hand grenades. Let’s take a look at some really 
e�ective improvised weapons or improvised means of deploying 
existing weapons.

In the 1930s, America ramped up for the possibility of another war. 
World War I saw the widespread use of armored vehicles, some of 
them tracked. Such vehicles could raise havoc in a formation of 
infantry, so we developed an anti-tank gun for the foot soldiers. In 
1940, American infantry units—both Army and Marines—got the �rst 
37 mm anti-tank guns. They looked similar to existing artillery 
howitzers, with split trails, recoil mechanism, rubber tires and a 
manually operated, breech-loading mechanism. Intended to be used 
for direct �re, the gun was a size and weight that allowed the crew to 
move it by hand and it could be towed by a jeep. The 37 mm bore was 
just under an inch and a half and there were several kinds of shells 
made for it. As soon as World War II got going, it became obvious that 
the 37 mm wasn’t enough gun for its assigned role, at least in the 
European Theater of operations. The 37 mm shells just sort of 
bounced o� the monster German tanks. Out in the Paci�c, the 
Japanese seldom deployed their light tanks, so the Marines used their 
37s against various kinds of forti�cations. The cannister round, literally 

Necessity
Weapons, like plans, occasionally need to be 
modi�ed once hostilities commence. 

a giant buckshot load, was quite e�ective 
when a proper target came along.

In the early years of World War II, the 
Solomon Islands archipelago saw a hard-
fought campaign that is best known for the 
battle on and around Guadalcanal. There 
were many islands in the chain and many 
had Japanese Army and Navy bases. It 
became as much a naval campaign as an 
amphibious one. Light �ghting vessels were 
used and the PT boats were absolutely 
perfect for the �ghting. Made of wood and 
equipped with powerful diesel engines, the 
boats were capable of 40-knot speed. 
Indeed, speed and maneuverability were 
their defenses, while torpedoes were their 
main armament. The PT boats came with 
turret-mounted .50-caliber machine guns. 
Some of the young and aggressive PT boat 
skippers wanted something to work over the 
lightly armored barges the Japanese used for 
supply. The 37 mm anti-tank gun was tried 
and seemed to be a good idea. On the day 
before his last mission, the skipper of PT 109 
ordered a 37 mm gun mounted on the deck 
of the boat. The wheels had to come o� and 
a mounting system jury-rigged to hold the 
gun �rmly in place. We never found out how 
well it would work, because a Japanese 
destroyer rammed 109 and sliced it in half. 
The skipper was a naval o�cer named 
John F. Kennedy, and we all know his story.

Clear around the world in France, another 
anti-tank weapon was used by our infantry 
soldiers with mixed success. The 2.36-inch 
rocket launcher (nicknamed the “bazooka”) 
was a relatively light 15-pound metal tube 
that was �xtured to ignite and stabilize a 
rocket for the �rst few feet of travel. As a 
rocket, the driving motor was inside and 
traveled with that device until it burned out. 
A warhead at the front end carried an 
explosive shaped charge that could literally 
burn a hole through several inches of armor. 
Fired from a soldier’s shoulder, the bazooka 
was e�ective only when the soldier could 
maneuver to get a �anking or rear-end shot 
at a German tank. Technical di�culties 
cropped up in the course of developing the 

Bazookas on an airplane? Combat realities can 
outpace standard procurement practices, 
resulting in ingenious �eld modi�cations.
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