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The new Daniel Defense Delta 5
bolt-action rifle is a departure for the
company known for its AR-platform
guns. This long-range rifle incorporates
a hammer-forged barrel mounted in a
unique, ergonomic stock, both of which
facilitate accuracy.

Cover photo by Jesse Snyder

Features

18 Working Together to Save the
Second Amendment Part lll: Victories In the Courts

Passing important pro-gun legislation is never the end of the fight to
ensure our rights. Often, the fruits of victory are harvested only after
lengthy, expensive and hard-fought court battles.

By Chris W. Cox

44 NRA INDY 19: Racing For Firearms Freedom
In Indianapolis

The 2019 NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits put our sacred Second
Amendment rights in pole position.

By NRA Staff

50 From MSRs to Manual Actions

Daniel Defense introduces the Delta 5, an amalgam of modularity,
precision and innovation in a 7.62 NATO- or 6.5 Creedmoor-caliber
bolt-action rifle built for long-range accuracy.

By Evan Brune

58 Color Me Impressed

You can more affordably gain the beautiful and protective finishes
possible with today's high-tech coatings if you do it yourself. First, do
your homework by reading this primer, then proceed carefully.

By Bryce M. Towsley

66 2019 New Optics Guide

It's crystal clear that optics companies are continuing to offer telescopic,
red-dot and digital scopes that enhance our shooting capabilities while
being increasingly more practical and generally affordable.

A Shooting lllustrated Staff Report

Official Journal of the National
Rifle Association of America

The NRA, the foremost guardian of the
traditional American right to “keep and
bear arms,” believes every law-abiding Handbook

citizen is entitled to the ownership and 74 Skill and Confidence

legal use of firearms, and that every ) o )
reputable gun owner should be an The two go together like ham and eggs, but this pairing may just save
NRA member. your bacon.

By Steve Tarani
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Range Review: Guncrafter Industries
Hellcat X2

Guncrafter Industries is known particularly for
its unique .50 Gl offerings and finely finished
custom guns. However, in the Hellcat X2, form
took a backseat to function, as the design and
construction of this new pistol focused primarily
on producing a gun that ran reliably and
provided exceptional performance. The
Guncrafter team realized their goal effectively,
as we found out during our range experience.

5.22 LR Loads to Look forin 2019

For years, .22 LR vanished from store shelves,
leading to rationing and absurdly high prices.
However, in the last several years, demand
dropped and supply caught up, leading to a
leveling in the marketplace. With this return to
equilibrium, manufacturers are now offering
new .22 LR loads to consumers that fit a range of
needs, whether it's precision shooting, plinking
or varmint hunting. Here's a look at the latest.

I Carry: Kimber EVOSPina
BlackPoint Tactical Holster

Shooting lllustrated’s “| Carry” series is back with a
fresh, new format for its third season! Join
Managing Editor Jay Grazio and Associate Editor,
Digital Evan Brune as they explore the latest
guns and gear designed for concealed carry and
personal defense. Each episode pairs a compact,
concealed-carry pistol with a solid holster and
touches on a range of EDC gear, from knives to
belts to flashlights and more.

News

U.S. Border Patrol Chooses
Glock Handguns

HOOTING
llustrated

GSM Outdoors Buys
Birchwood Casey

Guns Gear

Ruger Wrangler

22 LR Revolver CMMG 9 ARC

Magazine Conversion

RISE Armament RA-902
Gen 2 Handguard

Inceptor
Ammunition
ARX Preferred
Defense 10 mm

Rock River Arms
BT-9 Series
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LETTERS Readers Forum

Influential Indeed

Tamara Keel’s May “Handguns” column on the Kel-Tec
P-32 and its importance in handgun development was
spot on. | have confidently and discreetly carried my lit-
tle P-32 for 20 years now. It has ridden in my front pocket
in all kinds of places and all kinds of situations, and I've
never been made with it. It even saved my bacon when
targeted by two thugs many years ago. Because | had it
handy, | didn't act like the terrified victim they were ex-
pecting, so they left for better choices. Didn't even have
to display it. | have bigger and badder handguns, but
none that | enjoy carrying as much as my little buddy.
Jack Burton
via Shootinglllustrated.com

The May “Handguns” column was a fine article and

a litany of the pocket pistols I've owned over the

decades. Beretta .22 and .25, Freedom Arms .22 Mag.,

a Smith & Wesson Airweight .38, a Bond Arms .45 ACP

derringer and the Kel-Tec P-32 and P-3AT. (Now | get it.

Sounds like P-three-eighty.) After | was better heeled

and Seecamps became readily available, | did buy a

.32, which | carry the most because, in spite of being

2 ounces heavier, its diminutive size conceals better in

my hip pocket holster and the jeans I like to wear. And,

in my opinion, it's beautiful to behold—the Tiffany of

pocket pistols. In the meantime, I've sold all the others,

but | am not letting go of my P-3AT. Kudos to Kel-Tec.

Mad Mac

via Shootinglllustrated.com

Chamber Danger?
I would like to respond to the May 2019
“Skills Check” column concerning carrying
with an empty chamber. Even discounting
the legal jeopardy of an accidental discharge,
there is the risk of injury to oneself, others or
property. Even experienced police officers
have had accidental discharges. The ques-
tion that | believe needs to be asked when
deciding whether to chamber a round for
EDC is this: Is it more likely that | will have an
accidental discharge in the daily handling of
my weapon, or (in the highly unlikely event
| ever draw my weapon in defense) that the
fraction of a second difference it takes to
chamber a round will mean life or death? By
the way, | dry fire Drill #1 from the column
several times a week, but | think Drill #2 is un-
necessary if | simply drop what I'm holding.
Dan Ward
Tucson, AZ

The purpose of that Skills Check installment
was to get folks who carry in Condition 3 to
practice, and to point out there may be times
when you don’t have two hands available to
load your chamber. Dropping what you are
holding isn’t an option if that happens to be a
baby, or if you're pushing a family member
away or behind you. Other situations will
most likely occur to you, too.

To my mind, the answer to your (and many
others’) concern regarding the potential for a
negligent discharge is training. At Gunsite,
our training begins with Rule 1: All Guns Are
Always Loaded. Always.

—EdHead

Weight Watchers
Steve Adelmann’s May “Rifles” column
about using lightweight components in an
AR build hit home. I just finished building
a lightweight, 16-inch, pencil-barrel upper,
which brought my AR down to 5 pounds,
10 ounces, and it didn't cost more than
heavier components would have. Choosing
lightweight components made a noticeable
difference, and it shoots like a champ.
R. Neville
via Shootinglllustrated.com

Correspondence is welcomed and encouraged

Write to: Shooting lllustrated | NRA | 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400

e-mail: shootingillustrated@nrahqg.org
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THE ARMED CITIZEN®

IF YOU HAVE

A FIRSTHAND
“ARMED CITIZEN"
EXPERIENCE,

CALL NRA-ILA PR/
COMMUNICATIONS
AT (703) 267-3820.

Studies indicate that firearms
are used more than 2 million
times a year for personal
protection, and that the
presence of a firearm, without
a shot being fired, prevents
crime in many instances.
Shooting usually can be
justified only where crime
constitutes an immediate,
imminent threat to life, limb,
or, in some cases, property.
Anyone is free to quote or
reproduce these accounts.

Send clippings via e-mail to
armedcitizen@nrahq.org,
or by mail to “"The Armed
Citizen,” 11250 Waples Mill
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-
9400. For bonus features,
visit “The Armed Citizen Blog"”
at americanrifleman.org.
Share this column online at
nrapublications.org.

n Tuscaloosa, Ala., a 43-year-old man returned to his girlfriend’s home early in

the morning. The man had left after police were summoned to the residence

on a domestic dispute call. The man came back several hours later under the
pretense of collecting his property. A second fight took place between him and
his girlfriend, who was seated in a car with her children. Apparently the man
threatened to kill the woman during the fight. Meanwhile, a teenage boy inside
the residence heard the fight and retrieved a handgun from the home. The
youth went outside, where he found the man threatening to kill the woman as he
assaulted her. The youth confronted the man, who continued to attack the woman.
The youth then defended the woman by firing several shots that struck the man,
who died from his injuries. Although police were investigating the case, they did not
intend to file any charges against the youth, according to media reports. (al.com,

Birmingham, Ala., 5/1/19)

hortly before midnight in April, a man

was riding a rental scooter to a local
store and driving through a parking lot in
Tulsa, Okla. While exiting the parking lot,
the man got into an argument with a woman
and a teenaged boy seated in a parked car
nearby. The man left the area and returned,
throwing down his scooter and brandishing
a knife. Acting quickly, the youth grabbed
a concealed-carry gun in the vehicle and
shot the other man in self-defense. The man
died from his injuries. (tulsaworld.com, Tulsa,
Okla., 4/30/19)

hile driving at 3 a.m. around the

Chicago Loop, a Volkswagen rear-
ended a BMW. The BMW owner exited his
vehicle to look at the damage on the back
of his car and returned to the driver’s side to
retrieve his cell phone. While his back was
turned, the man didn't see the other driver,
armed with a gun, approach and push him
into the BMW in an attempted carjacking.
The carjacker demanded the keys, and a
struggle ensued. The BMW driver retrieved
his concealed firearm from the car’s interior
and shot the would-be carjacker in the head.
The wounded man was taken to a local
hospital where he was pronounced dead.
Police were investigating. Investigators
said they located both guns at the scene
and could not find any known connection
between either driver. (chicagotribune.com,
Chicago, Ill. 4/26/19)

n Lumberton, N.C., two men entered a
home early in the evening. The two located
the tenant of the residence inside the home’s

garage, which was in the back yard. The

pair confronted the man with the intent to
rob him, but were unprepared when the
tenant drew his own gun and shot one of the
suspects in the leg. Both men fled the area.
When police arrived on scene, they found
the injured home-invader, a 26-year-old local
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man, lying in the backyard with a potentially
life-threatening injury. He was transported to a
local hospital where he was listed in stable
condition. Police were able to later identify
and arrest the second attacker, who was
charged with assault with a deadly weapon
with intent to kill and felony conspiracy.

A $100,000 bond was set. Police were
continuing their investigation. (wmbfnews.com,
Myrtle Beach, S.C., 5/8/19)

t a gas station in Mount Clemons, Mich.,

a clerk and several customers were
inside the store when a masked gunman
came into the building. The thief demanded
money from the clerk and the customers. In
response, the clerk pulled out a firearm and
shot the suspect near the front door. The
injured man was taken to an area hospital.
A police investigation was underway with
a forthcoming arrest warrant expected
for the alleged gunman. Police said it was
unlikely that charges would be filed against
the store clerk, who was thought to be
acting to defend himself and his customers.
(macombdaily.com, Clinton Township, Mich.,
4/24/19)

home intruder met his end after
breaking and entering into the wrong
home in California. Just before 7 a.m.,
a burglar entered a Lancaster, Calif.,
home. Video surveillance showed the
intruder tried to break into another home
prior to this attempt. The man came in
through a downstairs rear window and
walked to an upstairs bedroom inside a
family’s home. Fearing for the safety of his
children, the homeowner armed himself and
fired off a shot, which struck the intruder in
the upper torso, killing him. According
to police, the family was unharmed
during the incident. An investigation was
ongoing. (abc7.com, Glendale, Calif.,
5/13/19)
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STANDING GUARD

By Wayne LaPierre

Executive Vice President

OUR OPPONENTS
SEEKNOT ONLY
TO CHALLENGE
OUR OPINIONS,
BUT ALSO TO
INHIBIT OUR
VERY RIGHT TO
EXPRESS THEM.

Like us on Facebook at the
National Rifle Association.
For related articles, go to
nrapublications.org.

Never Surrender One Inch Of Our
Second Amendment Freedom

e have the honor of being part
of one of the world's oldest and
most successful civil rights orga-

nizations—the National Rifle Association of
America.

| know you're proud of that. | also know
you're proud to carry the NRA torch for
freedom every single day, and | know you
never back down from the fight to protect
our constitutional liberty.

Together, we represent 100 million law-
abiding gun owners from every walk of life.
We come from every race, gender, profession
and political persuasion ... all united in the
vision of our Founding Fathers who sacrificed
so much to gain our American freedoms.

Today, the environment has become more
hostile than ever, as opponents launch rogue
strategies, engage in unlawful behavior, and
spew vile rhetoric to attack the very free-
doms that define America’s greatness.

Now, as | reported earlier this year, our
opponents seek not only to challenge our
opinions, but also to inhibit our very right to
express them. They have taken extreme mea-
sures to interfere with our ability to engage
in free speech, to peacefully assemble, and
to speak out for the positions we hold dear.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo hates
the NRA and hates our Second Amendment
freedom. And he isn't shy about it.

He weaponized the New York State bank-
ing regulator —the most powerful agency of
its kind in the country—to punish and silence
your NRA. The governor directed regula-
tors to send letters to all CEOs of banks and
insurance companies in the state, to pressure
them to cease doing business with the NRA.

Think about that. Gov. Cuomo singled out
a category of people who should not receive
financial services—even checking accounts—
simply because he disagrees with our opinion.
He doesn't like your political viewpoint and
wants you denied financial services.

He wants the NRA blacklisted! If
Gov. Cuomo got his way pornographers,
marijuana dealers, and radical “charities”
would be allowed to have bank accounts, col-
lect donations, and obtain insurance in New
York—Dbut not the NRA. But you and | know
that restricting free speech is not what we do
in this country, so your NRA is fighting back.

It is a fight, literally, for our political life.

America must never become a world in
which citizens are vilified and punished simply
for expressing our beliefs. Never!

So we took the governor to federal court
under the First Amendment of the U.S.
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Constitution. We told him that his actions
reflect pure viewpoint-based discrimination,
and he is violating our constitutional rights.

| am pleased to report we are prevailing
in this critically important case. Governor
Cuomo tried to have our lawsuit dismissed.
He lost. The court held the NRA deserves
its day in court. Then, the governor tried to
prevent the NRA from deposing former chief
banking regulator Maria Vullo, a focal point
of the governor’s effort. He lost again.

Many opinion leaders, legal scholars, and
community stakeholders agree with the NRA.
It is clear that Gov. Cuomo went too far in
his crusade against the NRA and its mem-
bers. Even the American Civil Liberties Union
agrees and has joined the NRA in this fight.

However, that doesn’t matter to Gov.
Cuomo. He and his supporters will stop
at nothing to advance a personal political
agenda, even if it is contrary to the most
fundamental principles of our country.

In fact, the governor’s chosen candidate
for Attorney General vowed to attack the
NRA—as a pillar of her campaign platform—
before being elected into office.

Did you get that?

Before spending even one day in office,
she declared that we—you and me—and
all the law-abiding men and women of the
NRA—are a "terrorist organization.” She
vowed to conduct a taxpayer-funded fishing
expedition to investigate us in the state
where the NRA was founded 148 years ago.

A contrived political investigation is not
the action of a public servant. This is a rank
political vendetta.

That is why we must keep fighting to
defend our constitutional rights in what
is, perhaps, the most important First
Amendment case in U.S. history.

And that is why we must ... and we will
... continue to speak out and defend the
freedoms for which the NRA stands.

My four decades of helping lead our fight
for freedom has taught me one thing above
all else—with your support and help | know
that, together, we can and will win this critical
fight to save our NRA. We will speak out and
loudly and boldly as ever. We will stand as
united and strongly as ever, and we will fight
as hard and unflinchingly as ever.

We will never give up and never surrender
one single inch of our Second Amendment

freedom!
Wi i
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You no longer need to substitute performance
for price thanks to EAA Corp’s Witness P
Match series. These polymer competition
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sight, extended mag release, EAA's world
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The Good Fight For Our Freedoms
Now And For Future Generations

you, my fellow patriots and members of
the NRA, in my first monthly column as
president of the NRA Board of Directors.

It's an honor to serve as NRA president
and also to work alongside Wayne LaPierre,
executive vice president, and Chris Cox,
executive director of NRA-ILA. I'm also
looking forward to fighting the good fight
with John Frazer, secretary; Craig Spray,
treasurer; and Joseph DeBergalis, Jr.,
executive director of General Operations.
| also want to welcome our new Board
officers, First Vice President Charles L.
Cotton, and Willes K. Lee as second vice
president. We are very fortunate to have
them leading the NRA.

Last year when | served the NRA as
interim president, | wrote about the great
honor of being able to address NRA
members in this column. Growing up, |
came from a family active in hunting and
competitive shooting. Our country has
changed in many ways since those times.
The freedoms we all grew up with in this
great nation, as given to us by God and
enumerated by our Founding Fathers, are
being threatened like never before. Not
only are guns being vilified, but so are
law-abiding gun owners who face attacks
on every side. The fundamental rights of all
Americans—you and |, even those who will
follow us—are at stake.

We have a right to bear arms. We have
a right to defend ourselves. We have a
right to hunt as a sport or to put food on
the table. We have a right to free speech.
We have a right to buy our firearms or
conduct any other lawful business without
financial discrimination. We have a right
to exist with those whose opinions are
different from our own. We have a right
to provide protection to the students in
our schools. We have a right to elect those
who will support our cause in the halls of
government. Our government is by the
people and for the people. The NRA shares
these beliefs. | share them and so do over
5 million NRA members.

Recently, | had the opportunity to
meet many NRA members at the 148th
Annual NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits in
Indianapolis, Ind., attended by over 81,000
people. For the second straight year, we
had both President Donald Trump and Vice
President Mike Pence speak at the NRA-
ILA Leadership Forum.

It is with great pleasure that | address
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President Trump vowed he will protect
the firearm freedoms of law-abiding
Americans and oppose efforts to restrict
the Second Amendment. Vice President
Pence also reaffirmed this administration’s
commitment to stand strong against
attempts to undermine our rights. It's
important for every NRA member to
continue standing with them as we head
toward Election Day 2020.

We are proud of our country, proud of
the NRA and proud of all the generations
of patriots who have stood up to fight for
freedom. It's time to stand up again. All of
us. Use your voice, your wallet, and enlist
your family, friends, and neighbors to stand
with the NRA as it defends freedom in the
corridors of power and on Election Day.

IT'S ORDINARY PEOPLE LIKE
YOU AND ME WHO ARE CALLED
UPON TO MAKE A STAND.
TOGETHER, WE BECOME
EXTRAORDINARY. THAT'S
WHAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE.
THAT'S WHAT WINS THE
FIGHT. THAT'S WHAT WE'RE
ALL ABOUT AS AMERICANS.

We can and will win this together. We've
seen it happen throughout our history when
those who act mighty and try to impose
their far-fetched oppressive ideas on the
American people are met with defeat and
failure. Tyrants don't succeed no matter how
hard they bluster or shout into a microphone.
It's ordinary people like you and me who are
called upon to make a stand. Together, we
become extraordinary. That's what makes a
difference. That's what wins the fight. That's
what we're all about as Americans.

| look forward to helping our
Association chart its course for the future.
As NRA president, | can tell you that the
board stands behind our leadership as
we represent members concerned about
the future of this great nation. Let's come
together to fight for our rights and the
other freedoms at stake. Let's show them
what we are made of at the NRA.

Cootyor o Al
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POLITICAL REPORT

By Chris W. Cox
NRA-ILA
Executive Director

YOUR MEMBERSHIP
DUES ARE NOT
ENOUGH.

If you want to DEFEND your
right to own and carry a
firearm ...

If your FREEDOM to hunt and
shoot is important to you ...

Then you need to SUPPORT
the NRA Institute for
Legislative Action.

We are the only arm of
NRA specifically charged
with defending your
Second Amendment
freedoms on Capitol Hill,
and in state legislatures and
courtrooms across America.

Visit nraila.org/donate
to support NRA-ILA today!

NRA-ILA: (800) 392-8683
NRA-ILA website: nraila.org
For related articles, go to
nrapublications.org.

President Trump “Unsigns”
The Arms Trade Treaty

t the 148th Annual Meetings of NRA
A members, | had the distinct honor

of hosting President Donald Trump
at NRA-ILA's Leadership Forum. During his
address to the nearly 15,000 NRA members
in attendance and the many more who were
watching on television, the President took
the historic step of “unsigning” the United
Nations Arms Trade Treaty (ATT).

Officially joined by the United States
in 2013 by former Secretary of State John
Kerry, the ATT represented the boldest step
yet taken by international gun-ban advocates.
By announcing that he will officially withdraw
the United States from the treaty, President
Trump made clear he would not abdicate
control over the rights of law-abiding gun
owners to foreign bureaucrats. He then
signed—in front of all in attendance—a
formal letter to the U.S. Senate request-
ing that it halt the ratification process and
return the treaty to the Oval Office, where
he would properly “dispose” of it.

The NRA has long drawn attention to
the danger this treaty posed to law-abiding
American gun owners. Our complaints have
focused on the treaty's framework for an
international gun registry, its ability to be
amended without the consensus of all par-
ties, and its proponents' repeated refusals to
clarify that it has no effect on the possession
of small arms by civilians in the United States.

The treaty urged recordkeeping of end
users, directing importing countries to
provide information to an exporting country
regarding arms transfers—which included
“end use or end user documentation” for a
“minimum of 10 years.” Each country is to
“take measures, pursuant to its national laws,
to regulate brokering taking place under its
jurisdiction for conventional arms.” Data kept
on the end users of imported firearms is a de-
facto registry of law-abiding firearms owners.
And, participating countries could have been
required to share this information—effec-
tively laying the groundwork for international
gun registration.

While the potential creation of an interna-
tional gun registry should have been reason
enough for its rejection by the United States,
the most dangerous aspect of the treaty was
its ease of being amended. While many trea-
ties require full consensus of the parties for an
amendment, the ATT only required that the
parties make “every effort to achieve consen-
sus on each amendment.” But, rather than
requiring consensus, the treaty required only
three-quarters of the parties to amend the
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treaty—making effectively limitless the future
danger of the treaty to American gun owners.

Changes to the treaty that are contrary
to our rights already have been adopted. At
a treaty conference last year, proponents of
the treaty “welcomeled]” several living docu-
ments into the ATT. One of these documents
was the International Small Arms Control
Standards (ISACS).

Purporting to set the standards for
“National Regulation of Civilian Access to
Small Arms and Light Weapons,” a portion
of ISACS creates a means to almost entirely
limit civilian access to small arms. It reads like
a gun-control advocate'’s wish list with every-
thing from gun bans to “may-issue”
gun licensing.

While incorporation of the ISACS into the
ATT was alarming, it also was not entirely
unpredictable. As with every anti-firearm
United Nations initiative, our concerns are
never limited to what is in it now, but with
what it will become and how it will be used
by a future U.S. administration—especially
one seeking international justification for a
gun-control agenda.

Perhaps the easiest way to understand
the future danger the ATT posed to U.S.
gun owners is the complete refusal by treaty
proponents to limit its application to civilian
arms. The NRA and other opponents of the
treaty repeatedly asked for a carve-out in the
treaty, yet those requests were flatly denied.
If the treaty’s proponents had no intention of
limiting American gun ownership, why resist
such a limitation to the text of the treaty?

Instead, the treaty included language in
its preamble that treaty parties be “mindful
of the legitimate trade and lawful ownership,
and use of certain conventional arms for
recreational, cultural, historical, and sporting
activities, where such trade, ownership and
use are permitted or protected by law.” A
careful read will show that the use of arms for
individual and collective defense is notably
missing from this statement. And, this aspira-
tional statement creates no real limitation on
any action undertaken pursuant to the treaty.

Please join me in thanking President
Trump for protecting our firearms freedom
by withdrawing the United States from this
terrible treaty and ensuring that the rights
of law-abiding American gun owners aren't
surrendered to the anti-gun whims of foreign
bureaucrats.
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By Chris W. Cox
NRA-ILA
Executive Director
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Working Together To Save
The Second Amendment Part lll:

ver the last two months, I've
O written about NRA's extremely

successful efforts to defend
and advance our rights protected
under the Second Amendment through
aggressive legislative campaigns; both
at the federal and state level.

Legislative victories, however, are
by no means permanent solutions to
ensure that the rights of law-abiding
gun owners will be protected from
those dedicated to eliminating our
freedoms. Almost without fail, the
moment pro-Second Amendment
reforms are enacted, the most virulent
anti-gun legislators race to file bills
to overturn the new laws. At the
same time, as if carefully coordinated,
left-wing ideologues dedicated to
eradicating guns in America sprint to
the courtrooms of activist judges to file
suits against any law deemed beneficial
to law-abiding gun owners.

Don't get me wrong; legislative
victories are vitally important. But with
one bad election cycle, rare though
they may be, such victories can be
short-lived, and a pro-gun reform can be
watered down or repealed if a legislature
is turned anti-gun. Furthermore, one
anti-gun judge could ignore—as many
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have—legislative intent and court
precedent in order to neuter laws
intended to protect our rights.

One could say that legislation is
often written in sand, but judicial
rulings frequently are carved in stone.
Thiat is why this third installment of
my discussion of NRA successes will
focus on the one area where victories
could ensure the Second Amendment
is protected for generations.

I'm speaking, of course, about the
courts.

Today, we are at a point in time
when the rights of law-abiding gun
owners are on more solid legal
ground—especially when it comes to
the federal judiciary—than probably
anyone alive today can remember.

That hasn't happened by accident,
and it didn't happen overnight.

Anyone reading this is undoubtedly
aware of the significant rulings by the
Supreme Court in the landmark cases
of District of Columbia v. Heller and
McDonald v. City of Chicago. The
Supreme Court found in Heller that
the Second Amendment—as you and
| already understood—protects an
individual right and struck down D.C.’s
ban on the possession of handguns and

other functional firearms in the home for
self-defense. Because that ruling only
applied to the federal government, it
took the ruling in McDonald to ensure
that the individual rights’ protections
were “incorporated” to apply against
state and local infringements.

In its early years, the Supreme
Court determined that the provisions
of the Bill of Rights (i.e., the first 10
amendments to the U.S. Constitution)
only apply directly to protect individual
rights against violations by the federal
government and its agents. Even
after the Fourteenth Amendment
was adopted in 1868—and despite
its primary framer espousing that
it should be interpreted to extend
the protections of the first eight
Amendments of the Bill of Rights—it
took until the 1920s for the Supreme
Court to truly begin determining that
states, like the federal government,
were prohibited from imposing
restrictions on our rights.

As | said, we didn’t get to the
Heller and McDonald era overnight.
While the Supreme Court worked
piecemeal—and over decades—to
incorporate other rights, it ignored the
Second Amendment.
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With Heller’s recognition of a protected individual right
and McDonald's incorporation, these two cases have laid the
foundation for challenging countless laws that clearly infringe
on the rights enshrined in the Second Amendment. Needless
to say, I'm immensely proud that our great organization was
a leader in helping to see these cases to fruition.

The path to winning these cases didn't start when they
were filed; it began nearly a decade before Heller was
decided, when NRA helped to elect President George W.
Bush. If Al Gore was in the White House instead of Bush after
the 2000 elections, | can guarantee you he would have put
an anti-gun majority on the Supreme Court. Without Chief
Justice John Roberts and Associate Justice Samuel Alito, the
Heller and McDonald cases either never would have been
heard or the result would have been dramatically different.

While these are clearly landmark cases, they are by no
means our only successes.

The NRA regularly has to turn to the courts to defend
laws it has helped to enact. In my last column, | mentioned
the success the NRA has had in promoting firearm-
preemption statutes at the state level, which ensure
local governments do not pass laws that impose greater
restrictions on law-abiding gun owners than those that
apply statewide. Anti-gun politicians in local governments,
however, regularly ignore state preemption laws.

In numerous states, the NRA successfully has challenged
local laws and ordinances that violate state law. In 2008, a
court struck down Proposition H in San Francisco—a local
ordinance that prohibited virtually all city residents from
possessing handguns. The ordinance also prohibited all
city residents (without exception) from selling, distributing,
transferring, and manufacturing all firearms and ammunition.
Although California’s preemption statute is not as clear as
we would prefer, our legal challenge was still successful.

Across the country in Pennsylvania, the preemption
statute is not only clearer than California’s, but has been
affirmed in a number of legal challenges over the years.
Nonetheless, the NRA had to sue the city of Philadelphia
in 2008 to prevent its anti-gun police commissioner from
enforcing restrictions that clearly violated the preemption
statute. We succeeded in getting an immediate restraining
order against enforcement.

As you likely are aware from recent reporting on
Pittsburgh, that city is ignoring Pennsylvania’s preemption
statute today—and the NRA is assisting city residents with
their lawsuit challenging a ban on publicly carrying loaded
magazines that accept more than 10 rounds of ammunition.

Last month | mentioned that after Hurricane Katrina
devastated New Orleans, local authorities suspended the
Second Amendment and actually seized firearms from law-
abiding residents. While we worked through the legislature
to pass a law to ensure that never happened again, the NRA
also had to file suit to ensure seized firearms were returned
to their lawful owners. It took three years, but New Orleans
eventually capitulated to settle the suit.

Honestly, | don’t have enough space to talk about all of our
past legal victories, and | want to be sure to discuss the future.

As | wrote earlier, the future appears to be bright for
the Second Amendment when it comes to the courts—at
least at the federal level. Having been instrumental in
helping to elect President Donald Trump in 2016, that
effort is bearing substantial fruit. Two more Supreme
Court Justices who support an originalist view of the
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Second Amendment—Justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett
Kavanaugh—have been confirmed. President Trump also

is working at an unprecedented pace to appoint judges to
lower levels of the federal judiciary. The Senate has already
confirmed over 100 of his judicial nominees.

We are currently working on cases all over the country
to challenge restrictions on right-to-carry, bans on the most
popular rifles in the country, and limitations on magazine
capacity that prohibit law-abiding gun owners from having
the most effective means of defending themselves. In
addition, there are two NRA-supported cases that have been
appealed to the Supreme Court with the potential to add to
the precedents set in Heller and McDonald.

The court already has agreed to hear New York State
Rifle & Pistol Association v. The City of New York. This case
challenges the constitutionality of one of the most absurd
gun laws in the country, where lawful owners of handguns
who reside in New York City are not just severely limited to
where they may legally transport their firearms within the
city limits, but are virtually prohibited from transporting
them outside the city.

TO ENSURE THIS TREND CONTINUES,
GUN OWNERS MUST WORK TOGETHER
TO ENSURE THAT PRESIDENT TRUMP
AND A PRO-GUN SENATE CAN
CONTINUE TO NOMINATE AND
CONFIRM JUDGES WHO RESPECT THE
SECOND AMENDMENT.

As | write this, we are awaiting the court’s decision on
whether it will take up an appeal in the case of Rogers v.
Grewal. This case challenges unconstitutional requirements
for obtaining a permit to carry a handgun in New Jersey. It
would be generous to call the current system “may-issue,”
as the overly restrictive and time-consuming process requires
applicants show “justifiable need” or “good reason” in order
to be approved. Permits are rarely approved, and most
people simply give up when faced with the monolith of New
Jersey's anti-gun bureaucracy.

These two cases had to be appealed to the Supreme
Court because many in the federal judiciary are still hostile to
our right to keep and bear arms. In spite of the precedents
set in Heller and McDonald, some activist judges feel they
have the authority to ignore previous rulings to promote
their anti-Second Amendment views.

Fortunately, as more rulings are handed down that
comport with Heller and McDonald—and as President
Trump continues to appoint more judges that embrace these
rulings—anti-gun judicial decisions should begin to fade or at
least become the outliers they should be.

To ensure this trend continues, gun owners must work
together to ensure that President Trump and a pro-gun
Senate can continue to nominate and confirm judges who
respect the Second Amendment. American voters will once
again be faced with sharply contrasting views for the future
of our right to keep and bear arms in the 2020 election.
Together, we can once again make a difference for the future
of our firearms freedom. &
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OFFICIAL MEMBER BENEFITS

By Todd Grable

Executive Director of
Membership

It Pays to be a Member

ou and | are truly privileged to
Ylive in the greatest country in the

world. Not only are we blessed
with freedoms enjoyed nowhere else,
but also with opportunities to seek out
extraordinary outdoor adventures that
most people only dream about.

America is still filled with great herds of
game, vast outdoor vistas, and stunning
landscapes. We enjoy unparalleled space
for shooting and hunting experiences that
flourish just as they did when our pioneers
made the hard trek across this great land.

And there’s one special place where
everything we love about America - history,
tradition, and the great outdoors — come
together under our proud NRA banner.

I'm talking about the NRA Whittington
Center near beautiful Raton, New Mexico
— 33,000 pristine acres at the foot of

TODAY, I'D LIKE TO ENCOURAGE

YOU TO PUT THE NRA

WHITTINGTON CENTER ON YOUR

"BUCKET LIST" OF PLACES TO
VISIT IN YOUR LIFETIME, AND
TO SHARE WITH YOUR FAMILY.

the Rocky Mountains under clear-blue,
high-elevation skies. It's a shooter’s

and hunter’s dream, and a nationwide
destination for Americans from all walks
of life to participate in outdoor recreation.

Today, I'd like to encourage you to
put the NRA Whittington Center on your
“bucket list” of places to visit in your
lifetime, and to share with your family.

NRA Whittington Center is a shooter’s
paradise, with 18 ranges including trap,
skeet, and pistol ranges, to rifle ranges
that stretch out to more than 1,000 yards!

And if you're a hunter, there's no better
destination for guided and unguided hunts.
With success rates close to 100 percent,
NRA Whittington Center is the perfect
place to go on the hunt of a lifetime and
finally get the trophy deer or elk you've
been dreaming about for years.

The Whittington Center is also home to
Whittington-U, where you can learn to take
breathtaking shots at 1,000 yards or more,
learn self-defense pistol skills from combat
veterans and former police officers,
or simply take your target-shooting

capabilities to the next level.

And the NRA Whittington Center isn't
just for adults. Our Adventure Camp is
perhaps America’s best outdoor youth
camp for boys and girls aged 13 to 17.
Offered in two consecutive two-week
sessions in June and July, and under the
watchful eye of experienced counselors
and volunteers, our campers learn firearm
safety, shooting fundamentals and
marksmanship, and much, much more.

While you're there, take in some
of the great historical opportunities
NRA Whittington Center has to offer,
including the Frank Brownell Museum
of the Southwest - the largest firearms
museum in the region, complete with a full
research library. Or place your hands in the
150-year-old wheel ruts left from the days
when brave Americans made the trip west
in covered wagons on the Santa Fe Trail.

NRA Whittington Center is truly the
ultimate playground for Americans like you
and me who appreciate the vast outdoors
and the spirit of freedom that makes America
a unique place in the world. And with a wide
array of lodges, cabins, tent sites, and RV
pads and hookups, the NRA Whittington
Center is your "home away from home,”
no matter how you prefer to travel.

Want more information? Visit
NRAWC.org today to learn more about
the NRA Whittington Center and its
extraordinary possibilities for your next
family vacation, camping trip, or big hunt!

NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER
Raton, New Mexico
NRAWC.org * (800) 494-4853
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The Tactical Games is a relative newcomer in

competitive shooting, but its blend of physical
demand and test of marksmanship skill under
stress has created an all-new, adrenaline-filled

extreme sport.

imothy Burke spent

24 years in the U.S. Army,
more than 21 with the
Special Forces. After leaving
the military he became a
Federal Police Officer, run-
ning a counter-terrorism
team in Los Angeles, CA. “In
2011, I jumped into the pri-
vate sector and became a
businessman rather than a
knuckle dragger,” said Burke.

“Over the years | was

exposed to some of the
coolest training and events,”
he said. “So, | simply set out

to re-create some of these
training events and wrap my
combat experience into it as
much as possible. In short, |
created an event that |
would absolutely love to do
myself. If it satisfies my
adrenaline-loving personal-
ity, | know it will capture the
attention and passion of
other tactical athletes.”

In 2017, Burke founded
and incorporated The
Tactical Games (TTG), where
he currently serves as CEO.
Official matches began last

RECON PHOTOGRAPHY

Nnie Games

year, with 17 participants in
the first event to work out
the bugs. News spread fast
and this year demand is so
high that 70 of the 100 slots
were filled two months
before June's competition.
Six matches, at various loca-
tions nationwide, are being
held this year. The term
“stage” has been replaced by
“battle,” where participants
deliver up to 80 rounds from
their rifle and handgun, after
physical stress.

There are occasions, how-
ever, when only one firearm
is used. “For example, one of
our staple battles is ‘The
Horrigan,’ named after Bob
Horrigan,” Burke explained.
“It is a 50-meter sled drag

The Indiana State Police
has adopted the SIG Sauer
P365 as its backup duty
firearm for the agency’s full
complement of troopers.
The Indiana State Police is a
statewide law enforcement
agency of more than 1,250
officers across 14 districts.

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Natural Resources has
selected a custom-designed
FN America FN 15 Patrol Car-
bine equipped with selected
upgrades for duty use. The
agency has ordered 265 of
the carbines. Also in SC, the
Department of Public Safety
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has selected this same rifle
for issue to its Highway
Patrol, State Transport and
Protective Services officers.
An initial quantity of 300
carbines has already been
delivered to the agency, with
orders for an additional

300 units through 2020.

and pistol shoot on steel at
25 yards. Athletes make five
trips up the field in total,
three with the sled, and two
without the sled but sprint-
ing. A total of 50 pistol
rounds are fired during the
Horrigan, but norifle is used
or carried.”

Competitors know the
timer always ticks in battles,
but they never know if
they’ll be facing rope climbs,
shots from stationary—but
elevated—helicopters,
unconventional positions or
obstacle courses. Gun safety
is the other constant, never
compromised and strictly
enforced by range officers.

“I was getting bored with
endurance events and
needed something new and
exciting, and TTG is it,” Army
veteran and Georgia CrossFit
gym owner Jason Sobczak
explained. “The physical
tasks that are required are
functional. The farmer’s
carry is a good one, pick up
stuff and move it some-
where else, it doesn’t get any
more functional than that.”

It also appeals to enthusi-
asts with a more-traditional
background in the shooting
sports. Tes Salb, who trained
through the Olympic
Development Program, was
a two-time First Team All-
American in Air Pistol and
placed 10th in the 2000 U.S.
Olympic Trials, shoots in
the women'’s division. TTG
events, “...allow athletes to
be tested in strength, speed,
power, balance, stamina,
accuracy and endurance in
both short and long battles
in unknown environments,”
she summarized. “Podium
positions here are not taken
by the best athlete or the
best shooter, but by the ath-
lete with the best combina-
tion of both.”
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huck Norris was named
the new Glock spokes-
man in April, and in honor of
the occasion, here are 10 of
our favorite facts about the
legendary tough guy.
According to the main-
stream media’s main source
of information—the
internet—Norris:
10 Knows Victoria’'s secret.
9 Counted to infinity,
twice.
8 Speaks braille.
7 Can make onions cry.

4

3

Doesn’t have April 1 on
his calendar, because no
one fools Chuck Norris.
Died once, but the Grim
Reaper doesn't have the
courage to tell him.

Is who the boogeyman
checks for under his bed

. AR-Tooth
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Today’s L XY
political -

correctness i
may condemn
firearm-related
clothing to the closet,
but that doesn’t
mean we should
surrender to a
gun-bling-free exis-

tence. Restrictions enforced

by the thought police may
have convinced someit’s

inappropriate to communi-
cate a belief in self-defense

6 Starred in “Alien and at night. and the right to keep and
Predator vs. Chuck 1 Doesn't carry a Glock for bear arms, but you can still
Norris,” a 13-second film. protection; Glock carries fly under the radar.

5 Drove his mom home an a Chuck Norris for Stealthy Trigger
hour after he was born. protection. Necklaces designed by

v Necklace,

A

_ Violent Little
4% Machine Shop
4 areaprime

i

i .
AN example. A simple

toss inside your shirt
maximizes safety in
unsecure environ-
ments, and with
practice wearers
can make the
move effortlessly.
Fashioned after
the AR-15/M4 trig-
ger, Trigger
Necklaces are avail-
able in a variety of fin-
ishes and come with
a deerskin leather cord.
MSRP is $19.95. To order, visit
violentlittle.com.

VIOLENT LITTLE MACHINE SHOP

RANGE PRO™
1911 MAGS

This all-new magazine from CMC Products is
a result of some of our best new magazine
technology. Improved spring life, all metal fol-
lower, and new polymer basepad design makes
the RANGE PRO™ a top choice for carry,
competition or general range use ata price
that can’t be beaten.

Order today at www.cmcproducts.com

or call us at 800.328.2447

9mm (10 RD)
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Stainless Steel or
Black Polymer Finish
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SKILLS CHECK | Ed Head

Dot
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DADT
(Double-Action Dot Torture)

If you find Dot Torture to be too easy, try it
with a double-action revolver.

As far as | can tell, double-action revolvers
remain popular sellers despite the slowdown
in gun sales, and small, short-barreled
revolvers suitable for concealed carry are the
most popular of all. As you may know,
referring to a revolver as double-action (DA)
means it can be cocked via the trigger and
fired. Certain revolvers only function in
double-action—they don’t have an exposed
hammer—while others may be fired by first
cocking the hammer, then pressing the
trigger. The later method is referred to as
single-action. Mastering the DA trigger takes
a bit of practice.

The idea is to pull the trigger until the gun
fires without disturbing the sight picture and
throwing the shot off the intended point-
of-aim. Revolvers with relatively light DA
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trigger pulls make this easier, while those
with a heavy or rough trigger pull can make
shooting well rather difficult. Learning to
manage the DA trigger is best done with
dry-fire practice. After unloading
the revolver, physically and
visually verifying it is unloaded
and pointing in a safe direction,
concentrate on looking at the
front sight and carefully
stroking the trigger.  use
the word stroking because
you don’t want to quickly
snatch at the trigger, as
that’s sure to pull your
sights off target. Back in

the day, as they say, we

used to practice our DA-

trigger stroke by balancing
a dime on the front sight as

we pulled through the trigger

stroke. You might want to include this in your
dry practice, as snatching at the trigger will
surely cause the dime to fall and stroking
smoothly will leave it in place. Why should
you bother to perfect your double-action-
trigger work? It's been my experience that
folks who can correctly and smoothly
manipulate a double-action trigger not only
shoot well, but are able to handle just about
any kind of trigger.

Recently, | had the opportunity to evaluate
Colt’s new King Cobra .357 Mag. revolver and
thought I'd give Dot Torture a try, shooting
the entire drill double-action. The Colt has a
very good double-action trigger, and |
figured it would facilitate a clean Dot Torture
score. Now Dot Torture isn't for the faint of
heart. Seemingly easy because it’s only fired
at 3 yards, it is deceptively difficult. There are
no time limits and the distance is short, but
you have to fire a perfect shot every single
time for 50 rounds. The temptation to rush is
enormous and the slightest break in concen-
tration results in a missed shot, hence the
name, Dot Torture. The drill starts with single
shots, moves on to pairs and shots on two
targets, requires drawing from a holster and
even includes reloading.

Dot Torture is a really good training drill
and | recommend it to you. To “pass” a
perfect score—50 points total, no misses—is
required. You can download Dot Torture
targets at personaldefensetraining.com. And,
yes, | passed the drill with the King Cobra.&
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Gear

'Camping Gear

Accessories

If youjre 'f’Teading out into the great outdoors this summer, here’s s
that helps take the “rough” out of “roughing it

Constructed from
18-gauge steel, the
compact, battery-
powered GunVault
MicroVault XL
Biometric MVB 1000
can be tucked within
your luggage, your
sleeping bag or
secured to a fixed
object with an
included cable,
making it ideal for
your campsite, RV or
home. Access is
gained via a finger-
print scanner or with a
key. The biometric
reader can store up to
20 fingerprints, while
precise fittings and a
high-strength lock
safeguard against
prying open with
hand tools.

MSRP: $229.99
gunvault.com

The 4 pounds of
Coletherm insulation
found in the Coleman
Lassen 20 Degree
Sleeping Bag keeps
campers comfortable
and warm in tempera-
tures ranging from

20 to 40 degrees,
without adding
excessive weight.
Generously sized at
33x75 inches, it sports
an anti-snag zipper
and a lightweight,
polyester outer shell
paired with a cotton
flannel interior liner
for added comfort.
Best of all, it is
machine washable
and tips the scales at
a svelte 7 pounds.

MSRP: $49.99
basspro.com

Measuring 14 inches
long and weighing
slightly more than

1.5 pounds, the CRKT
Chogan T-Hawk is a
versatile piece of gear
for either utilitarian
tasks or self-defense.
Non-slip texturing
enhances the glass-
reinforced nylon
handle, and the SK5
carbon-steel blade is
powder-coated for
corrosion resistance.
The included Boltaron
sheath features a
buckle strap and is
MOLLE-compatible, so
getting it to your
campsite to chop
wood is easy.

MSRP: $185
crkt.com

With features like a
portable design,
lockable lid with a
carry handleand a
pair of high-pressure
20,000 BTU burners,
the Camp Chef
Summit Two-burner
Camping Stove will
easily satisfy your
outdoor-cooking
needs. A matchless
ignition system adds
an element of safety
and convenience,
while adjustable
feet make leveling
quick and painless.
A three-sided wind-
screen and an adapter
fora 1-pound
propane cylinder
are also included.

MSRP: $159.99
campchef.com

All of this gear
can easily fit into
the Slumberjack
Daybreak 2-Person
Tent. With a packed
weight of a mere

6 pounds, it is simple
and quick to assemble
and offers 30.5 square
feet of floor area.
Steel stakes and
reflective guy lines are
included, while a
full-coverage rain fly
ensures occupants
remain dry and
comfortable. The
addition of trekking
poles (not included)
easily converts the
vestibule into a
shading awning.

MSRP: $89.95
slumberjack.com
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Introducing SKYLINE™ Precision Shooting Accessories, by Warne®.
Engineered to perform. Built to last. Backed by the Warne Lifetime Warranty.

CONFIDENCE IN EVERY SHOT.®
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TECH WISDOM | George Harris | Field Editor

Timing Isn’t Everything

In a box of miscellaneous parts a widow of a friend of mine gave me
recently was a set of range rods. He used these to check the timing
and alignment of revolvers that he worked on. | never learned how he
did that as it wasn't important at the time. Any information you could
share on how to use range rods would be greatly appreciated.

should be released, indexed and locked
in place prior to the hammer falling on
each chamber.

Should the bolt not lock the cylinder in
place once the cylinder stops turning, there
are more problems with the revolver that go
beyond the scope of my answer to your
original question. The place to look if that
were the case would be the engaging
surfaces of the hand with the ratchet portion
of the cylinder.

—— ——

James Flynn
Tyler, TX
e =
E— ]
NS L AR

- ( Range Rods are preci-
sion-ground, steel inserts
threaded on one end and
padded on the other that are
inserted into the muzzle of a
revolver to check the alignment of
the barrel with the chambers of the cylinder. This
alignment is critical in achieving the best accuracy
out of a revolver—particularly pertinent when shooting
lead bullets. If one or more of the chambers in a revolver
cylinder are out of alignment with the forcing cone of the barrel, bullets
of any type will obturate differently, resulting in dissimilar impacts on
the target. With lead bullets, this misalignment can cause “spitting,”
which equates to particles of lead being ejected to the side of the gun
at the barrel-cylinder gap. This could be dangerous to the shooter and
any bystanders. The damage to the bullet as it transitions from the
cylinder into the barrel often leaves excessive lead deposits in the
barrel, which degrades accuracy and makes cleaning more difficult.

The first step before using a range rod is to check the timing of the
revolver. If the timing is off, there is little a range rod will tell you that
isn't already obvious. Keep in mind that timing and barrel/cylinder
alignment aren’t the same thing. The revolver can test well for timing
and still not have optimum barrel/cylinder alignment, which is why
range rods are of value when maximizing a revolver’s potential.

Checking the timing of revolvers is a fairly simple and straight-
forward process:

First, unload the revolver and secure the ammunition elsewhere.
Next, slowly pull the hammer back, watching the bolt release the
cylinder and allowing it to turn, indexing the next chamber with
the barrel. Before the hammer reaches the full-cock position, the
bolt should reset and engage the notch in the cylinder, locking it
in position. This should be done slowly and carefully for each
chamber in the cylinder.

For revolvers having double-action capability, the same process
should be repeated using the trigger to cock the hammer. The cylinder

Assuming the timing of the revolver is
satisfactory, the barrel/cylinder alignment can
be checked with the range rod corresponding
to the caliber of the revolver.

Prepare the range rod for insertion into the
muzzle of the revolver by attaching a length
of cleaning rod to the threaded end long
enough for the padded end to contact the
recoil shield. Since the range rod is designed
to ride the lands of the barrel closely, a little
light lubricant will help the process.

It should be noted that the barrel and
cylinder should be totally clean prior to
inserting the range rod to prevent a false
impression due to fouling.

To check the barrel/cylinder alignment,
carefully push the range rod through the
barrel to the recoil shield. No additional
resistance should be felt as the range rod
transitions through the barrel and cylinder. If
resistance is felt, mark the location of the
range rod for further investigation as to what
is restricting the movement.

Once all chambers of the cylinder are
checked in a like manner, providing no
resistance is encountered, the timing and
barrel/cylinder alignment of the revolver is
verified as good.

If the range rod does not make a smooth
transition from the barrel to the cylinder, it
usually means a trip to a competent revolver
smith—especially if the timing tests are good.

Range rods are a valuable tool when
diagnosing a variety of problems (that aren’t
readily obvious) one might experience with a
revolver. It is essential for the chambers of the
cylinder and the forcing cone of the barrel to
be in alignment for optimum performance
with a revolver.

Correspondence is welcomed and encouraged

Write to: Shooting lllustrated | NRA | 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 | e-mail: shootingillustrated@nrahq.org
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ARM YDURSELF.

Personal defense begins with the knowledge that if danger should
strike, you can effectively strike back. Enter the all-new Mossberg' MClsc"
Subcompact 9mm Pistol. Combining optimal reliability with superior
ergonomics, the MClsc helps ensure that you'll be prepared and protected.
Learn more at Mossberg.com.
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RIFLES Steve Adelmann | Rifle Editor

L7

The Ole Switcharoo

When it comes to DIY rifle modification, a few
simple guidelines can help you avoid any
unwanted outcomes.

Rifle-modification options used to be limited
to accepting your rifle as-is, paying a
gunsmith to work their magic or carefully
tinkering with a gun that could hardly be
considered modular. Thankfully, we have
come far enough out of those dark ages that
many upgrades are within reach if you have
the right tools, a little time and a willingness
to follow instructions.

Unfortunately—and in spite of the many
how-to sources for firearm mods—DIY-ers
still get into trouble from time to time.
Improperly attached muzzle devices—
especially those which double as suppressor
mounts—are more common than they
should be and may lead to a damaged
firearm, sound suppressor and shooter. A
few simple guidelines can help you avoid
these outcomes.

Before any tools come near your rifle,
consult the manufacturer’s specifications
and owner’s manual, and then closely
examine the muzzle device that is currently
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in place. Ensure that it is not blind pinned
and welded over, or seam welded to the
barrel. Either method may be used to
permanently affix a muzzle device to comply
with various state and federal laws, such as
the National Firearms Act (NFA) of 1934.

If your actual barrel length is less than
16 inches or your state mandates permanent
muzzle-device attachment, removing it on
your own can result in a lifetime forfeiture of
your Second Amendment rights. Even if it
can be legally removed, attempting to do
the job yourself is likely to leave you with
ruined barrel threads. Let a gunsmith do that
work and if you are dealing with a potential
NFA-compliance issue, find a Class Il SOT
licensee (manufacturer of NFA firearms) who
can advise you of options and perform any
necessary work legally. A good pin-and-weld
job can be hard to spot, so get an experi-
enced eye to check it over if you are not sure
what you are looking at.

After successfully jumping through that
hoop, identify the correct wrench size
needed. Some manufacturers offer tools that
are designed for their devices, but most
common flash hiders and brakes have wrench
flats. The two most-common sizes are % inch
and 7 inch, which can be found on many
armorer wrenches. If a thread-locking
compound has been used, a few seconds of
heat-gun application will help loosen that
bond. A very talented custom barrel maker
on whom | lean for both general advice and
premium barrels uses a combination of Kroil
[oil] and heat to loosen devices that come
into his shop. He also reserves the use of his
muzzle-device wrenches for that purpose
only, which makes good sense. If your wrench
has been used for car repairs, as a pry-bar or
to pound in the odd tent stake, any resulting
marring of the jaws will be transferred to your
muzzle device. | pad the jaws of my wrenches
with a pair of fingers cut off of a latex glove as
cosmetic insurance.

Prior to applying torque to a muzzle, the
barrel should be secured in a suitably
padded vise. Whether you are working on an
MSR, bolt gun, lever-action or single-shot
rifle, simply clamping the receiverin a
padded vise or receiver block can twist or
warp the receiver, shear a barrel’s index pin
or damage a receiver’s index-pin slot.

Continued on page 98
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HANDGUNS

Tamara Keel | Handgun Editor

Playing It Close to the Vest

What is the state of the venerable pocket pistol in 2019?

In my ideal world, there wouldn’t be any problems encountered by
anyone trying to carry around a normal-size service pistol on their daily
rounds. The reality of things is much different, however.

Clothing styles, dress codes and the dreaded “soft NPE” (“Soft
Non-Permissive Environment”) can make this impractical for many
people. The latter is current internet-gun-forum jargon for a place
where it's not illegal to carry a gun, but there would be social repercus-
sions to having one’s armed status discovered. From getting asked to
leave a restaurant to possibly losing a job, these consequences are
best avoided.

Due to these difficulties, the pocket pistol remains one of the
most-popular handguns for CCW purposes. While bigger guns can be
dressed around with enough effort, foresight and wardrobe alterations,
it's an awful lot of effort to do so, and it’s no surprise many will avoid
that effort by dropping a tiny .380 ACP-chambered pistol in a DeSantis
Nemesis holster into their pocket instead.

Before | go further, | should probably take a moment to define my
terms. After all, “pocket pistol” has covered a lot of turf over the years.
Smith & Wesson’s No. 2 Army was a “pocket pistol” in the days of
19th-century gentleman’s frock coats, and it's got a 5- or 6-inch barrel.
Similarly, Colt’s Model 1903 Pocket Hammer (as opposed to the
Pocket Hammerless) was a gun about the size of a Colt Commander,
so, obviously, Herculean pockets were still common in the early
20th century.

When I'm talking about “pocket pistols,” I'm referring to what were
called “vest pocket” guns. While a J-frame or Glock G43 may find a
home in a coat pocket or a sufficiently large pants pocket, true pocket
guns tend to be much smaller. A “vest pocket” handgun would be one
that is small and light enough to cause minimal printing in even fairly
close-fitting attire.
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The very smallest of these would be the
tiny single-action revolvers, like those from
North American Arms, and various small-
caliber derringers and single shots.

While it’s probably not the most-popular
opinion to hold, | think these guns, and their
larger centerfire derringer brethren, are best
relegated to use as range toys or for shooting
side matches in Cowboy Action Shooting.
These days there are many better options for
pocket carry that are lighter, smaller, hold
much more ammo, have better sights and
don’t require manual thumb-cocking
between shots. Nostalgia shouldn’t have a
place in selecting a defensive tool.

Then there are the classic pocket guns, the
.25 Autos. Once among the most-common
forms of pocket pistol, these have been
almost driven to extinction. Beretta still offers
the Model 21A Bobcat, and specialists
Precision Small Arms will sell you an exqui-
sitely finished example of the little Baby
Browning, but the arrival of the Kel-Tec P32
and P-3AT around the turn of the millennium
pretty much put paid to this category of
pistol. Also, while it pains me to admit it since
| toted a little .25 ACP Beretta Jetfire for years,
the .25 ACP is maybe the cartridge that most

Continued on page 96
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SHOTGUNS |Jeff Johnston | Shotgun Editor

Store That Shotty

There are plenty of ways to make sure your
shotgun is safely stowed, yet close at hand.

After many years of youthful machismo (and being broke), | think |
can finally admit that the old shotty-in-the-corner-of-the-bedroom
trick is probably not ideal. For one, my dog could knock over my
beloved Mossberg with one swish of his beaver-like tail, and two,
anyone, including my friends’ kids, could get their mitts on it in the
time it takes to yell “Scram.” While | insist on keeping a shotgun
ready to spring into action in the deepest of night, I've come to
realize that the 99 percent of the time (or 100 percent to date)

I'm not using it for self-defense, it should be stored safe from

dust and unauthorized access.

Of course, with enough creativity and handiness anyone can build
the perfect hidden-yet-accessible shotgun rack for the bedroom, but
plenty of us don't have such skills. What follows are three general
types of bedside-shotgun-storage solutions: The first list contains
common items that you may already have, the next contains custom
ideas that you can build or have built by a carpenter and the third
contains commercially available products. Pick one based on your
needs and budget, or come up with one of your own.

1. Common-Item Solutions
With a little resourceful-
ness you can likely use
something you already
have to store your
shotgun in a safe but

" The following list is not meant to
Most of us have at least one be exhaustive, but rather to spur
hard-sided case kicking around. your creativity.
Lock it, and your shotty is secure. Trigger Lock: The old shotgun-
in-the-corner routine may work for
you if the gun is made safe from curious hands by a trigger lock that
you can strip off in seconds. Many types are available—including
some combo-style devices that fit around the entire
receiver—but even cheap cable-style locks will do.
Bed drawers: As an Amazon search reveals, many
commercially made bed frames contain built-in
drawers, and many are not expensive. Use the drawer
to house your shotgun. You can even line it with egg
crate foam from a gun case if you want to get fancy.
If the drawer isn’t long enough, consider strategically
drilling a large hole in the far side of the drawer to
allow the shotgun’s barrel to slide through it so it’ll
fit. Then consider attaching a simple lock on the
drawer if you're worried about unauthorized access.
A bedside drawer is fast, discreet and keeps the dust
bunnies at bay.

Hide in plain sight with the Tactical Walls sliding mirror.
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handy style near your bed.

Gun case: A low-cost option is a hard-
sided gun case under your bed if that’s all
you have. Attach a cable to its handle and
then to the bed frame to keep the whole
case from getting stolen, then simply keep a
combo lock on the case to keep unwanted
hands from your shotty. You'll have to pull
the case from under the bed to access the
gun, but the maneuver shouldn’t take more
than a few seconds.

Tool hangers: Any run to Home Depot’s
vast garage organization section will reveal
myriad hooks and hangers that can be used
to hang a shotgun on a nearby wall or from
your bed. (A company called Wheeler makes
its Lockdown Bedside Defender for $29; its
ends slide under the mattress to support
your shotgun as it rests on padded hooks.) If
you combine this hanger method with some
creative concealment and a trigger lock, it'll
also be discreet and safe—not just fast.

2. Custom Builds

With enough creativity and handiness—
or money to a professional carpenter—the
sky’s the limit on what you can make to hold
your shotgun in a safe-yet-ready-for-action
fashion. Here are a few of the interesting
custom builds I've seen.

Picture Frame: The common build is a
rectangle picture frame hung over the bed
that lifts up to reveal your loaded shotgun.
Any decent carpenter can build one to your
exact specs. If he’s good he'll line it with
felt and install a hidden latch so only you
can open it.

Coffee Table: I've seen these made with
full-length drawers on the end or a top that
hinges up like an old school desk to reveal a

shotgun underneath.

False Wall/Sliding Wall
Panel: Between the studs in
your bedroom is enough
room for a shotgun. Have a
carpenter make such a
recessed cubby, then conceal
it with a full-length mirror, a
bookshelf or a poster.

Bedside/Closet Bench: My
carpenter made a bench for
my closet, and | modified it by
hinging the top that opens to
reveal my Mossberg. It's quick
to access, and no one sus-
pects it is there.
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SHOTGUNS |Store That Shotty

3. Commercial Products
Yet another internet search reveals
scores of commercially made vaults,
locks and gun boxes—some vertical,
most horizontal styles—that are
meant for the bedroom. They offer
advantages of speed and security,
but their downside is that they can be
expensive. If you have the cash, they
work beautifully.
Hornady Rapid Safe Shotgun
Wall Lock: It mounts to the wall
(or bedframe) while its locking
mechanism clamps around the
shotgun’s action
so it can't be
removed or fired
without one of

Hornady's offering
gives quick access.

several included remote-access
options. One wave over the safe with
the bracelet, sticker or fob causes the
lock to spring open, allowing you to
grab the shotgun and begin barking
fire quicker than a whip of a black
cat’s tail. It costs around $250.

Fast Box Model 47: There are many
units like the Fast Box 47, and nearly
all of them will work. This particular
one is a 47-pound sturdy metal vault
box with a quick four-key code lock
that has a key override. It bolts to the
floor under your bed and keeps your

-GORDOVA -
S

FORGED IN ADVENTURE

and purpose-built for superior

performance. Trust Cordova's full line
of innovative products to outperform

other premium brands at a level of shotgun handy. MSRP is $299.

value that is the new standard of cool. CORDOVAOUTDOORS.COM Barska Quick Access Biometric Rifle
Visit our site to learn about our origin Safe: This 54-inch tall, two-gun
and to view our complete product line. vertical safe (it’s more like a lockable

cabinet) is meant to be placed on a
wall, but it would be perfect for a
nearby closet. Find it on Amazon for

AUNIQUE OPPORTUNITY ! around $1,000.
TO SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! Gun Casket Fast Opening Shotgun

. \ Safe: This 11-pound, 50-inch long
Donate Online Now to SOCKS product is small and light enough, it

SOCkS for Heroes ’lgltl'illi!OES _ could even be mounted vertically on

the back of a door, yet its biometric

We asked our troops what they needed lock makes accessing your shotty a
most, and they answered, “SOCKS!” snap. It’s available for less than $300.
Your donation will be used to purchase socks These are just a few ideas for

and ship them to our brave American Heroes storing your shotgun. There are many
in harm’s way. more, and we would like to hear how

SCMCSG.ORG || vousecureyourss=
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AMMO Richard Mann | Ammo Editor

The .450 SMC

Sometimes the modification of .
cartridges can lead to evolution- &=
ary improvements. *®

In the late 1980s, gunwriter Dean Grennell took .451 Detonics Mag.
brass and trimmed it to the same overall length as the .45 ACP cartridge
case, thus creating the .45 Super. Grennell wrote an article for the
February 1988 issue of Gun World Magazine, discussing his new version
of the .45 ACP, which was capable of pushing a 185-grain bullet to
1,300 fps. In the August 1988 issue of Gun World Magazine, a second
article about the .45 Super—written by Tom Ferguson—appeared.
Ferguson was interested in Grennell’s concept cartridge, but he wanted
to take things a step further. He took a handful of .451 Detonics Mag.
brass and a 1911 pistol to Ace Hindman of Ace Custom 45s. Hindman
came up with the idea of heavier springs in the 1911 to make it more
suited to the higher-pressure cartridge.

In 1994, Fernando Coelho—owner of Triton Cartridge—reached
out to Garey Hindman, Ace’s son, who was still converting 1911s and
even some Smith & Wesson Model 4506 pistols to accommodate the
A5 Super. The problem with the cartridge was a lack of suitable brass.
Coelho had recently started Triton Cartridge and felt that with his
background in load development, coupled with actual in-house
pressure testing, he would be able to come up with reliable, factory-
loaded, .45 Super ammunition. A deal was struck and Coelho reached
out to Starline Brass to get the ball rolling. The folks at Starline worked
with Coelho to establish correct internal case-wall dimensions, web-
area thickness and overall hardness of the cartridge case.

But, just like the .300 BLK found fame because of its name, the
A5 Super—as a commercial cartridge—was doomed because of what
it was called. You see, when Ace Hindman passed away, his son trade-
marked “.45 Super.” When Triton made factory-loaded .45 Super
ammo, Garey Hindman would get a royalty, which was something a
bit unusual in the ammunition business. Because of this, no major
firearm or ammunition manufacturer would offer .45 Super guns or
ammunition. There was also the concern that a shooter might load
and fire .45 Super ammo in a vintage .45 ACP revolver or an old 1911
and get an unpleasant surprise.

All this led to the birth of the .450 SMC. Coelho was fed up with the
inherent issues of the .45 ACP/45 Super cartridge case and the damage
being done to the potential growth of the .45 Super. One of the case
problems was primer flow; you could experiment with different brands
of primers and powder, but most of the time primers would flow back
around the tip of the firing pin. The solution: switch to a small-primer
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pocket and utilize a small-rifle primer. Coelho
reached out to Starline again, asking the
company to make .45 Super brass with a
small-primer pocket. That solved the primer-
flow problem and Triton Cartridge soon began
offering factory-loaded .450 SMC ammunition.
It was loaded to a maximum average pressure
(MAP) of 32,000 psi, which is slightly higher
than .45 Super pressures, but still less than

the 37,500 psi pressure of the 10 mm. The

new name—.450 SMC—solved the trade-
mark problem, and Triton had two loads: a
165-grain bullet at 1,450 fps and a 230-grain
bullet at 1,150 fps.

When Triton went out of business in 2003, it
looked like the .450 SMC was doomed. But,
another new ammunition company stepped
up to offer one of the most potent and
practical magnum-category, .45-caliber,
defensive-handgun cartridges ever created.
Mike McNett of DoubleTap Ammunition
recognized the usefulness of the .450 SMC
and his Cedar City, UT-based company now
offers six .450 SMC loads.

Comparatively speaking, the hottest
factory 185-grain .45 ACP load you can buy
will generate only about 1,140 fps, and the
fastest 230-grain offering only about 1,000 fps.
Essentially, what you get with the .450 SMC are
10 mm velocities with a .45-caliber instead of
a 40-caliber bullet.

Of course, since no one is manufacturing
450 SMC handguns, what you're probably
wondering is what you have to do to shoot
450 SMC in your .45 ACP. Well, a .450 SMC
cartridge can be fired in any .45 ACP handgun.
However—and this is a big however—it
should only be fired in full-size .45 ACP
handguns that have a +P rating. (A 20- to
22-pound recoil spring in your favorite 5-inch
1911, or a 21- to 23-pound spring in a Glock.)

When compared to the .45 ACP, the upside
of the .450 SMC should be obvious. The
increase in velocity will increase the volume
of the wound cavity of any expanding or
flat-point bullet, and with non-expanding
bullets you'll see more penetration. But, as
with everything in life, there's always a
trade-off. With more power out the front
comes more recoil out the back. Newton
taught us this with his third law more than
300 years ago. A 230-grain load fired from
the .450 SMC cartridge out of a 5-inch 1911
will generate about 78 percent more recoil
than a 230-grain load fired from a .45 ACP.&
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STRAIGHT TALK |Sheriff Jim Wilson | Field Editor

these cases, a shot is never fired. The crooks
see a gun or suspect the presence of a gun
and can't get away from there fast enough.
For various reasons, many of these cases are
never reported to law enforcement.

Those of us who carry defensive handguns
might do well to keep this in mind. When you
think that a violent confrontation is headed
your way and there is still time before the
fireworks start, it might be a good idea to
present an appearance that says, “I have a gun.
Go away.” There is really nothing to be lost by
this. If they continue and the situation merits
it, you can still deploy the firearm.

When you see someone, from a distance,
— approaching with a knife or club, you might
N o S h Ots F I red very well draw to the low-ready position and,

again, give the command, “Go away.” Being in
Condition Red, at this time, you are ready to
back up your command with whatever force

The easiest way to win a gunfight is to avoid

having one entirely. Is necessary. o
The one pitfall in these types of situations is
A few years ago, | was coming out of a New Mexico restaurant after to be one of those who doesn’t report the
having lunch. As | stepped from the sidewalk into the parking lot, | saw a incident to law enforcement. You holster up
scruffy-looking guy, definitely out of place, with his hands in his coat and go on about your business while the bad
pockets, headed straight for me. As he closed, he asked me the time. guys contact law enforcement and tell a tale
Spotting this guy, I had immediately gone from Condition Yellow to that clearly makes you the aggressor. While the
Condition Orange, feeling that he was a potential threat. He didn't look truth might finally come out, you are more
like the kind of guy who would really care what time it was and, as you than likely going to be the one who is kissing
might expect, there were clocks on the wall just inside the restaurant. the gravel and wearing new bracelets before it
| put my left hand up, palm out, in a gesture that said “Stop.” My right is over. If the bad guy saw your gun, or if you
hand brushed my coat back just enough so | could get my hand on my think he might have, report it immediately.
pistol. My body was slightly bladed away from him so he could not see In my encounter with the urban outdoors-
what my right hand was doing. | said, “Go away.” And he did. man in the restaurant parking lot, | knew he
Now, quite honestly, this guy was probably just a panhandler who hadn’t seen my gun and | was purposely
was looking for a handout. They will often ask some innocuous ques- positioned so that no one else could see it.
tion in order to open a conversation that leads to a request for money. Had there been any doubt about that in my
But, thieves and robbers use the same tactics. mind, | would have been on the cell phone
Thinking back, | wonder just how many times the presence of a gun, dialing 9-1-1.
seen or not, has stopped what could have been a criminal attack. | Finally, while producing our gun to stop a
suspect it happens every day across this country. problem before it gets out of hand, we want
Some years ago, officers in my department arrested several armed to make sure that we are not violating any
robbers in the middle of their latest robbery. One of the crooks was brandishing laws. The only way to make sure
cooperative and gave a confession. He was so cooperative, in fact, that of this is to carefully study the laws in your
he agreed to ride around with some of us and critique the “rob-ability” state and then to discuss it further with an
of the various convenience stores in our town. attorney or law enforcement. As with other
One place looked really good to me and | asked the robber why they aspects of personal defense, gun-shop
never hit that place. He told me that they had cased it, but marked it off advisers and social-media superstars are
their list when they saw the night clerk. He said the night clerk looked usually not a reliable source of legal advice.
like a cowboy—that is, the kind of guy who would keep a gun handy. If you can stop a violent attack before it
They were right. | knew the clerk and he kept a .45 Colt New Service starts, good for you. You just saved yourself a
close at hand. lot of headaches and maybe some heart-
One authority, who has made a study of violent crime, believes that aches. Report the incident immediately if
hundreds of thousands of serious, deadly crimes are stopped by armed there’s any reason it might be necessary. It's
citizens each year. He further estimates that in at least 98 percent of the smart thing to do.&
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ANNUAL MEETINGS

RACING FOR
- FIREARMS FREEDOM
IN INDIANAPOLIS

By NRA Staff
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n racing circles, the “pole position”
is the most favorable position at
the starting line of a race, and
that’s where the 81,283 attending
NRA members found themselves as
the 148" NRA Annual Meetings &
Exhibits in Indianapolis, Ind., raced
from thrilling start to heartwarming
finish. With 15 acres of guns and gear
on display in the Exhibit Hall, a surprise
visit from President Donald Trump and
Vice President Mike Pence, dozens
of expert-led seminars and a day just
to celebrate the next generation of
Second Amendment supporters, this
year's Annual Meetings are sure to go
down in the record books.

The sold-out NRA-ILA Leadership
Forum, always a can't-miss member
favorite, was headlined for the
third consecutive year by a sitting
president, Donald Trump—and for the
second consecutive year together with
Vice President Pence. (In fact, prior to
2017, the last American president to
grace the Annual Meetings was Ronald
Reagan in 1983.) It was a stirring
testament to President Trump'’s
dedication to preserving the
Second Amendment.

Another important highlight was
found at the NRA booth at the heart
of the show, where NRA Women
hosted special opportunities to
meet women who have dedicated
themselves to protecting the Right
to Keep and Bear Arms. A special
sign-up carrel for new female NRA
members stood alongside the world’s
most perfect “selfie space,” stocked
with Annie Oakley’s rifle (courtesy of
the NRA's National Firearms Museum)
and attended by NRA Board Members

(Top): For the 148th consecutive year, the Meeting of Members celebrated NRA as the oldest
and largest civil rights organization in America. (Above, L to R): NRA-ILA Executive Director
Chris Cox, President Donald Trump and NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre
addressed a sold-out crowd of exuberant NRA Members at the NRA-ILA Leadership Forum.

such as Marion Hammer and

Il Ling New, and champion shooter
Vera Koo—role models for NRA
women everywhere.

Although the Exhibit Hall, bursting
at the seams with thousands of
innovative outdoor products, is always
a prime attraction for NRA members,
those who ventured outside the show
floor found informative seminars
led by world-famous experts in the
world of guns, hunting and self-
defense. Members also delighted in
the fellowship and inspiration offered
by the National Prayer Breakfast, the
NRA-ILA Dinner and Auction, Sunday's
Youth Day, the NRA Country concert
(headlined by superstar Second
Amendment supporter Alan Jackson),
the NRA Foundation Barbecue and
Auction, the Women'’s New Energy

Breakfast and so much more. No matter
your reason for supporting the Right to
Keep and Bear Arms or your personal
interests, the 148 Annual Meetings &
Exhibits had something for you.
There's nothing like three days of
firearms, freedom and family fun to
make one feel refreshed and refocused
on our blessings as Americans—and
on the road ahead. We hope you'll
join us next year as we welcome
NRA members to the 149th Annual
Meetings & Exhibits in Nashville, Tenn.,
April 17-19, 2020!

N Ex IUSA
vigway
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Clockwise from top: MidwayUSA's Potterfield family opened the Annual
Meetings Exhibition Hall Friday morning to the families waiting just outside
the ribbon; shopping the NRA Store outside the Exhibition Hall is a great way
to outfit your NRA family with the latest gear at great prices; a new award was
introduced during the Members' Meeting this year: the Roy Innis Liberty Award,
which honors the longtime NRA Board member, civil rights activist and Second
Amendment Champion whose name it bears; our beloved Eddie Eagle posed
with two of the 30 million children reached by the Eddie Eagle program since
its inception; the Pyramyd Air Air Gun Range delighted shooters of all ages
and ability levels with some "trigger time," all under the close supervision of
volunteer Range Safety Officers.
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Clockwise: NRA Members pledged their allegiance at the NRA-ILA Leadership Forum; NRA Country
superstar Alan Jackson thrilled a standing-room-only crowd Saturday night; the Meeting of Members the
following morning featured awards presented by EVP Wayne LaPierre to the oldest and youngest Life
Members of the NRA present at the Meetings ... the oldest member of our NRA family was 92-years-
young Herbert A. Louis of Ohio; the youngest was almost-2-month-old Elizabeth Ryan of Michigan.

NRA WOMEN
The 2019 Annual Meetings embraced NRA women

with female-specific seminars and events, such as

the Women's New Energy Breakfast, which opened

with a stirring speech from Susan LaPierre, as well as
networking and roundtable discussions with female 2A
activists and leaders such as past NRA President Marion
Hammer (above), the first woman to hold the position.
Top |: Welcoming NRA Youth Ambassadors were NRA
Board member Susan Howard (center) and incoming NRA
President Carolyn Meadows (second from r.).
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ANNUAL MEETINGS

Chris W. Cox

- . \ "Together, no one can match
‘ - l | the righteousness of our cause
A _ « \ or the sheer determination
A1l A 2 -— ) 1 w’ = e of our people. The tougher

it gets, the more impossible

the odds, the higher the
[ 4 A stakes—the stronger we get.
y Because we're the National

® Rifle Association of America.
t We do one thing and we do it
a es IS o Y better than anyone else. We
- stand, we fight, and, by God,
In Indy!
Wayne LaPierre

we win.”
NRA-ILA's 2019 Leadershlp Forum , b “The only reason | can keep
./ up this fight is because
; of you. Because of your
leadership. Because of
what'’s in your hearts.
Because of what you believe

Presenting Sponsor Townhall Media/Bearing Arms and
sponsored by Henry Repeating Arms

ur 2019 NRA-ILA Leadership Forum was one that - and the way you live your
nobody will soon forget. President Donald Trump . lives every day. ... You

and Vice President Mike Pence brought all 15,000 \ inspire me. You fire me up.
NRA members to their feet. You keep me going.”

And President Trump made history on our stage. Pulling
out a pen in front of thousands of NRA members in atten-
dance—millions more watching all around the country—the
President signed a letter to the U.S. Senate announcing his

decision to withdraw the U.S. from the disastrous United LtCol Oliver North

Nations Arms Trade Treaty. = "I admire your patriotism,

It was a great moment. It was an amazing victory for . your independent spirit, your
freedom. And it was a true testament to the power of your \ \ commitment to America’s
leadership as an NRA-ILA supporter. L ll traditional values ... We do

But let me be clear. Our fight is not yet finished—not by a N\ A know freedom is what makes
long shot. P America Great, because we're

The 2020 election—which is already going at breakneck ' the National Rifle Association
speed—is going to be the biggest Second Amendment > d of America; guardians of
battle of our lifetimes. — liberty and yes, we are still

Every candidate running to defeat President Trump has freedom's safest place.”

vowed to make the destruction of our gun rights their top
priority on their very first day in office.

And the only thing standing in their way is you, me, and
the men and women of the National Rifle Association. Saving

freedom is up to us. And | know that, together, we CAN and E U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz

WILL win this fight. “That spirit is Texas, but that
It's a privilege and an honor to serve you as the Executive - spirit is also the United States

Director of NRA Institute for Legislative Action. And I'm - of America. It is who we are. It

proud to stand tall with you each and every day against NG is who you are. And it is why

those who would strip us of our freedom and deny us the -4 | am proud to stand with the

ability to protect ourselves and those we love. : men and women gathered

% ' here. I'm proud to stand with
. W . you in support of the Second

) Amendment, of the Bill of
Chris W. Cox Rights, of the Constitution of

NRA-ILA Executive Director the United States of America.”
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President Donald Trump

“| want to thank all of you, the proud, card-carrying members
of the NRA. Every day, you stand up for our God-given rights

without exception, without fail, and without apology. Together,

we are fighting for the timeless values that have built and

sustained our nation. And our nation is greater today than it has

ever been.”

“To all of our incredible friends at the NRA, thank you for

fighting the good fight. It is an honor to fight by your side. And

it's an honor to be with everyone in this giant hall today. | am
with you. | will never, ever let you down. Thank you. God bless
you. And God bless the United States of America.”

U.S. Sen. Todd Young
“Let me just take a brief
opportunity to say thank
you. Thank you for helping
to elect a President who
will stand up for our
Constitutional rights. Thank
you for electing a Vice
President from the great
state of Indiana in Mike
Pence who will stand up and
safeguard our cherished
freedoms.”

Candace Owens
"My question to the
Democrat Party today is
quite simple. Before you
guys try to rid law-abiding
gun owners of their right
to defend themselves, why
don't you rid the urban

cities of your policies which

have resulted in more gun

deaths across America than

you would ever care to
acknowledge?”

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb

"We're grateful for the work
that you're doing. You've
heard every single speaker

recognize the importance of
standing on that front line—
standing in the gap to protect

our Second Amendment

and to promote the safe and

responsible gun ownership
that we all know.”

Vice President Mike Pence
“There are no greater
champions of America’s
tradition of responsible gun
ownership than all of you and
the 5 million proud men and
women of the NRA. Thank you
for your stand. And I'm here
today to tell you: We're with
you. President Trump and |
are with the NRA today, and
tomorrow and always, because
the National Rifle Association
stands for freedom.”

Turning Point USA's
Kyle Kashuv
"“Our courtrooms are
protected by guns. Our
airports are protected
by guns. Our banks are
protected by guns. And
guess what, even our elected
officials are protected by
guns. Why are our schools
not deserving of the same
protection? ... The solution
to school shootings is the
Second Amendment.”

House Republican Whip
Rep. Steve Scalise

“I will tell you this country
is worth fighting for. Our
freedoms are worth fighting
for. | thank each and every
one of you for being a part
of the NRA—an organization
that helps fight for those
fundamental freedoms. This
is the greatest country in the
history of the world, and we're
going to keep fighting to make
sure it stays just that way.”

Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin
“You are the ones who are
standing by your nation
now, and | thank you. As the
Governor of Kentucky, | thank
you. This nation thanks you.
... You've heard the term
about the watchmen on the
wall. You are the watchmen
on the wall.”

U.S. Sen. Mike Braun

“Hunting, for instance, isn't
the foundation of defending
our Second Amendment
rights. Well, whether it's
hunting, whether it's
recreation, whether it's
self-defense—all of that is
in peril.” &
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From MSRs to Manual Actions:

the Daniel Defense

Delta 5

Daniel Defense, one of the industry’s pre-
mier manufacturers of AR-15s, stepped
outside its niche for the first time with
an all-new bolt-action rifle built
from the ground up.

began selling complete rifles in 2009. Now, 10 years after those

first AR-15s, the company dominates the MSR market, with
sales running neck and neck with longtime industry giants like Ruger
and Smith & Wesson. However, the team at Black Creek isn’t slowing
down, and the new Daniel Defense Delta 5 showcases a continuing
trend of forward-thinking at the company.

After years spent in the AR-15-accessory market, Daniel Defense

Photos By Jesse Snyder By Evan Brune
Associate Editor, Digital
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FEATURE The Daniel Defense Delta 5

Above: The muzzle
features standard
%x24 TPl threads and
includes a thread
protector.

Top: A prominent
barrel nut is essential
for the AR-15-like
barrel-swap feature
on the Delta 5.

Several separate elements collided to
spark the development of the new
Daniel Defense Delta 5. Marty Daniel,
company founder and CEO, recognized
a truth about his involvement with
the company’s product-development
process that needed some attention;
namely, he was the product-development
process. For years, Daniel Defense’s
new-product launches were what
Daniel wanted to launch. He needed

a product-development team to start slowly
replacing his singular vision if the company
was going to survive long-term. In addition,
several members of the DD team had

long discussed the need for a new rifle
action that wasn’t just another, “Me, too!”
in the marketplace. Remington 700s and
Savage 110s were great for what they were,
but simply improving on these foundational
platforms wasn’t enough. Something more
was needed.

Of course, with a rich history and body
of experience with the AR platform, it
makes sense that Daniel Defense would
zero in on modularity as one of the key
elements of the Delta 5. Durability is one of

the aspects also highlighted in the company’s AR line, thanks
particularly to Daniel Defense’s cold-hammer-forged (CHF) barrels.
The company is one of the few manufacturers in the industry with
its own, in-house CHF machines, and this advantage proved to be a
boon in the development of the Delta 5. Finally, a longtime fixture
of DD’s AR line has been the ergonomic furniture designed
in-house for the company’s guns, and this focus on fit and feel also
played an important role when it came to designing the Delta 5.
At the heart of every gun is the barreled action, so that seems
to be a good place to start when examining the Delta 5 design.
One of the most-prominent elements of the rifle that screams to
observers is the huge, notched nut located just forward of the
action. This is one of the core features of the Delta 5, as this gun
allows owners to easily change out barrels with only a vise and
the company’s proprietary barrel-nut wrench, included whenever
anyone orders a spare barrel (additional barrels will cost less
than $500). When installing a barrel, simply torque the nut to
55 foot-pounds. A properly torqued barrel nut holds the barrel
and its extension at the right spot inside the receiver, so there’s no
need to use gauges to check headspace during barrel installation.
While we’re talking about the barrel, let’s get into the specifics.
Daniel Defense produces these cold-hammer-forged, Heavy Palma
barrels in-house from stainless steel, and the CHF process is what
produces the unique texture on the barrel’s exterior. Durability is a
big benefit of this process, and during testing, DD engineers noted
that they had fired more than 4,000 rounds through a single Delta 5
barrel without seeing any kind of degradation in accuracy. The
barrel’s exteriors are also treated with a tungsten-Cerakote finish
to match the action and barrel nut.

Specifications

Manufacturer: Daniel Defense; Trigger Pull Weight: Adjustable; 1.5 to

(866) 554-4867, danieldefense.com 4 pounds
Action Type: Bolt-action Stock: Adjustable; carbon-fiber-reinforced
Caliber: 308 Win. polymer

Length: 40 inches
Weight: 8 pounds, 15 ounces

Accessories: Stock spacers, 5-round
Magpul PMag, hard case, manual

Capacity: 5 rounds

Barrel Length: 20 inches

Rifling: 5 grooves; 1:10-inch RH twist
Sights: None; 20-MOA Picatinny rail

for mounting optics MSRP: $2,199
Shooting Results
Load Velocity Group Size
Smallest Largest Average
Hornady Match 168-grain ELD Match 2,597 33 .96 67
Federal Gold Medal Match 175-grain BTHP 2,522 51 33 71
Federal Gold Medal Berger 185-grain OTM 2,518 74 1.10 1.00

Velocity measured in fps 10 feet from the muzzle for 10 consecutive shots with an Oehler Model 36
chronograph. Temperature: 73 degrees Fahrenheit. Accuracy measured in inches for five consecutive,
five-shot groups at 100 yards from a shooting-bag rest.
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-. s FASTER TARGET ACQUISITION STARTS

WITH FASTER RED DOT ACQUISITION.

Trijicon SRO™

The new Trijicon SRO™ is designed with a maximized field of view and a clean, crisp red dot that deliver
improved pistol accuracy in competitive-shooting and target-shooting applications. It’s also engineered
with Trijicon’s legendary durability, so it can withstand abuse on and off the range.

e Large, circular field of view for immediate red dot e Same footprint as RMR® and fits popular red-dot-
acquisition and tracking ready pistols

¢ |ncreased shooting speed and accuracy ¢ Top-loading battery

e [ntuitive, easy-to-adjust dot illumination controls e Forged 7075 aluminum housing

See the technology at Trijicon.com/SRO.

MADE IN on
THE U.S.A.
Brilliant Aiming Solutions™



FEATURE The Daniel Defense Delta 5

The action is an entirely new design from
Daniel Defense. One of the highlights is the
integrated recoil lug, which actually wraps
around the entire action from top to
bottom. The primary job of the recoil lug is
to prevent the action from moving inside
the stock. Rather than bedding down into
the stock itself, though, the action sits
inside an aluminum mini-chassis, which
features a cut-out at its leading edge in
which the recoil lug sits. This mini-chassis
then mates with dual pillars integrated into
the bottom metal cut to accept AICS-
pattern magazines, leading to a fully
bedded action and a freefloated barrel.

In addition to an action designed from
the ground up, Daniel Defense also tackled
the stock design in-house. While this was
done partly to address the proprietary
nature of the action footprint, designing the
stock allowed the DD team to address
every aspect of the gun’s ergonomics, step
by step. Dozens of different stock designs
underwent testing for fit and feel, with
special attention paid to the grip in
particular. The rear of the grip is designed
to guide a shooter’s thumb into the shallow
depression on the strong side of the stock
wrist. This aids in ensuring that the trigger
pull is linear for more-accurate shooting.

1. Comb height is
easily adjusted, as
well as cast-off or
cast-on.

2. Shallow depres-
sions on the grip aid
in thumb placement.

3. With a 20-MOA-
canted rail, the
long-range chops
of the Delta 5

are evident.

4. The unique texture
on the Delta 5's
barrel is a result of
the CHF process.

5. A Sako-style
extractor contributes
to reliability, and a
three-lug bolt
provides a short,
60-degree throw.

Daniel Defense’s
design team also
aimed to make the
stock ambidextrous
and easily adjusted
to fit a wide range
of shooters. Each
rifle ships with
additional stock
spacers, and
loosening two Torx
screws accessed
through a narrow
slot in the rubber
buttpad allows
length-of-pull
adjustment. At the
top of the stock is
an adjustable cheek-
piece, which can be
raised or lowered
with a thumbscrew.
The comb can also
be adjusted to the
left or right or
angled to fit a
shooter’s face
contour, thanks to
two Torx screws located on the top of the
cheek-piece. The stock also features a wide,
flat fore-end for shooting off bags.

Our first opportunity to shoot the
Daniel Defense Delta 5 came at the
November 2018 rollout of the new gun, and
the platform was, I noted at the time,
“boringly accurate.” All the attendees
assembled were able to reach out at
extended ranges with ease, ringing steel at
800 to 1,000 yards with little difficulty.
Daniel Defense doesn’t ship this rifle with
an accuracy guarantee, but the gun’s
designers noted that obtaining .5-MOA
groups should be possible with the right
loads and, of course, the right shooter.

With that kind of confident statement,
though, it seems that obtaining at least sub-
MOA performance should be a given for
this platform. Though it’s claimed that this
rifle can achieve .5-MOA groups or better,
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Reliable Protection

The all-new STR-9 from Stoeger

Every day tough meets every day carry

Stoeger brings an earned reputation for durable,

dependable shotguns to the world of semiautomatic STR-9, 9MM
pistols with the new STR-9. This striker-fired 9mm 15+1 CAPACITY
comes packed with features you'd expect in a pistol

costing twice as much. Its integrated rail, internal

safety, reversible magazine release, optimized slide

serrations, three-dot sight system and enhanced

ergonomics deliver consistent performance and

comfort. Three interchangeable backstraps offer a

custom fit to get you on target quickly. To experience
its fit, feel, balance and quality first hand, ask your t r®
firearm dealer to show you the new Stoeger STR-9. For

more information, please visit Stoegerindustries.com. Every Day Tough

Shotguns ¢ Pistols ¢ Air Guns



FEATURE The Daniel Defense Delta 5

I'm definitely not that
good of a shooter. That
being said, though, the
Delta 5 gave me one of the
best groups I've ever shot,
measuring in at .33 inch
using 168-grain Hornady
Match ammo. Seriously,
[ never do that, so it’s
certainly a testament to
the capabilities of this rifle. The factory-
installed, Remington 700-pattern Timney
Elite Hunter trigger certainly aided in my
shooting, providing a wide, serrated face
for easy finger placement, a crisp break
and short travel.

Overall, the concept of a modular,
easily modified precision platform that attracts tinkerers and

AR-rifle fans to the world of precision shooting is an attractive one,

and I hope to see more caliber and stock options from

Daniel Defense and other manufacturers as this rifle takes hold.
The Daniel Defense Delta 5 is also capable of impressive
performance on the range, which certainly bodes well for its
success in the precision-rifle market. It appears the dynamic team
in Black Creek, GA, isn’t running out of steam anytime soon.&

1. M-Lok slots on the sides and bottom of the
stock allow for accessory attachments.

2. The two-position safety selector will be
familiar to many of today’s rifle shooters.

3. Each Delta 5 is equipped with an adjustable
Timney Elite Hunter trigger.

LEARN MORE AT AxeonOptics.com

LONG RANGE MADE EASY.

The Second Zero® is an optional accessory that enables
you to instantly add 4.3 or 11.5 MOA to your scope.

Bl cconopics  Bemxeonopics  SECOND|ZERO OPTIC SOLUTIONS




il

N W’" Nl

_,.,mﬁ_;ll]llrl

mﬂ//h!

GUNSMITH
plus other related programs like:
Motorcycle Repair Technician

Wildlife/Forestry Conservation

Auto Repair Technician

We’re Different: % HVACR Technician

M Small Engine Repair
Nationally accredited College ' Diesel Mechanics

Regionally and nationally accredited Career School ”"""I'IIJ:.";'E,I;J.'.'.. _
Affordable - 0% interest, low monthly payments m
Built-in career services

Expert instructor support

Online Community

Includes over 50 short instructional videos

Discounted rates for the Personal Defense Network

Call Today: 1-800-596-5505 ext. 1212
or visit us at pennfoster.edu/illust .
Enter ID# ASHS69V to enroll online
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J twitter.com/pennfoster - facebook.com/pennfostereducation
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4 /il ' Penn Foster Career School, 925 Oak Street, Scranton, PA 18515
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Color Me
Impressed

A h |g h-tech gun coati ng I t's easy to feel inadequate when you go to the range and see
. all the “tactical” looking handguns while yours is basic
need not have a h Ig h black and a little worn and shabby.
. . . Any professional gunsmith would be ha to coat your pis-
p”ce If yOU dO It yourself- tol w?tklf one of the %n colors such as flat gsryk earth, gurntp
bronze or, for the adventuresome among us, pink with fuchsia
highlights. The trouble is, the cost is pretty high.
Fear not. Coating a handgun is a good do-it-yourself project
for the advanced amateur. Most of the cost for a pro is in labor.
I look at tinkering on guns as recreation, so the hours spent
- ‘\ are really of no concern. You can have fun doing this and
' end up with a very cool-looking shootin’ iron.
N All this applies to long guns as well. The main differ-
ence is that they require a bigger oven for heat-
cured coatings.

There is a wide range of spray-on coatings
available. Some require oven curing, while
others will air-cure. While I am covering the
process used for heat-cured products like
Cerakote, you may also consider a simpler

approach with an air-cure product.
Professionals believe that the most-durable fin-
ish is one that’s baked on, but one that dries at
room temperature can hold up well. As you read on you will
see that oven-cured products require more equipment. Do not
be afraid to experiment with spray finishes that air-cure. I
have used them for many years with considerable success.

Air-cure products I have had good luck with include
Cerakote C, DuraCoat and Brownells Aluma-Hyde II. Some of
them come in rattle cans for easy application. Others must be
applied with a spray gun or airbrush. Cerakote C is a spray-
gun-only proposition.

Bake-on products include Cerakote H and Elite, DuraBake
and a couple from Brownells: Gun-Kote and Teflon/Moly.
Cerakote and Teflon/Moly are spray gun only, while the others
have multiple application options. The list goes on with a lot of
other products on the market, but these are what I have some
experience using.

J

Story and Photos by Bryce M. Towsley
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YOU CAN’T CONTROL THE RAIN.

Or the wind. Or the fog. But
you can put the round where
you aim it. Luck is overrated.
So take it out of the equation
with the smooth action and
extreme precision of a Bergara.

O BERGARN

SHOOT ONE, YOU'LL OWN ONE

BERGARARIFLES.COM
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OUIET GLIDE

The key to success is in the prepa-
ration work. Your best approach
with any spray coating is to sand-
blast the surface, as explained later.
However, if you do not have a sand-
blaster or even an air compressor,
DuraCoat has a product called
No-Sand that is said to eliminate the
need for sandblasting when used
with its air-dry coatings. I have not
tried it, but it has a good reputation
and the DuraCoat products [ have
used worked as advertised. No-Sand
with air-dry DuraCoat, which is
available in aerosol cans, may well
be a good choice if your resources
are limited.

For handguns, you could do the
heat-cured finishes in your kitchen
oven. That works best for old and
stinky bachelor, hermit types. To
maintain domestic bliss, however,
use a dedicated toaster oven in
your shop or garage. Buy the
biggest one you can find. Also,
pick up an oven thermometer, as
those built into the oven are not
accurate enough.

Strip and Clean
Strip the handgun down to parts.
That includes removing the
sights. Clean and degrease
the parts using acetone or
Brakleen. You must remove
all dirt, crud, grease and
oil. These solvents can be
hard on some plastics, so

Tape off the parts you don’t
want coated and use wire to
suspend the components as
they dry.

Clean the surface free of oil,
carbon and other contami-
nants. Acetone or brake
cleaner work well for this task.

be cautious with any poly-
mer parts. After degreas-
ing, do not handle the parts
with bare hands, as finger-
prints leave oil. Powder-free
latex gloves are probably
the best option.

If your gun is a “seasoned” fire-
arm, you should remove any pits or
scratches, or else those can show
through the coating.

Of course, if there is any rust it
must be completely removed or the
coating will not stick properly. Once
the parts are clean and prepped,
completely degrease them again
using a solvent that dries without
residue. Brakleen is good, acetone is
better. It’s probably best not to soak
non-metal parts, but to spray and
wipe with a clean cloth dampened
with degreaser.

Tape off anything you will not be
coating with painter’s masking tape.
That includes the surface of any
moving parts that are a critical fit.
The slide rails for example, should
not be coated. If you are coating the
barrel, plug both ends. I use tapered
silicone plugs. Be careful about
where you coat, as this adds dimen-
sion. For example; coating a 1911
barrel where it’s visible in the ejec-
tion port is fine; coating where it fits
into the bushing usually is not.

Now is a good time to figure out
how you will hang the parts in the
oven. They must hang so nothing




touches them. You can shape wire
hangers to hang from the top shelf. |
have some magnetic hooks that hold
on the top of the oven and give me
more room than leaving a shelf in
place. (Plan this all out ahead of
time. Standing in front of an oven
with wet paint on the part is not the
time to figure out how to hang it.
You will also need a way to hang
the parts in the work area to flash
off, before cooking. So, plan that all
out in advance.)

Painter’s masking tape and tapered
silicone plugs come in handy for
controlling where the coating goes.

Blast Away

Each part will need to be sand-
blasted with 80- to 100-grit alumi-
num oxide. Use 80 to 100 psi air
pressure for the metal and 30 to
40 psi for non-metal parts such as
wood, fiberglass, plastic or polymer.
Anodized aluminum parts will
require only 30 to 40 psi. There is
no need to remove the anodizing,
but you must resurface it.

After blasting, nothing should be
shiny. There should be an even,
matte appearance. If there are shiny
spots on any part, hit it again.

The idea is to rough up the sur-
face and give it “tooth” to help the
spray coating adhere to the part.

There are a few ways to do this. If
you have a local shop you trust, take
the parts to them. A blasting cabinet
works best, and most metal shops
or gunsmiths will have one. It’s
worth paying them a few bucks to
sandblast the parts.

When sandblasting to rough-up parts,
wearing face protection and a respirator
is always essential.

.22 HAGNUM
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Traveler’s Guide to
the Firearm Laws
of the Fifty States

— a state-by-state guide to the gun
laws most useful to the traveler —

concealed carry reciprocity
vehicle carry (loaded or unloaded?)
carry in state and national parks
carry in restaurants & hotels
prohibited areas - gun-free zones
open carry on your person

self defense rules for travelers
how to handle a traffic stop

RV and motorcycle carry
includes Canada and Mexico
written by an attorney

includes online updates

Stay on the Road
2019 and Out of Jail!

2

Traveler’s Guide S
to the Firearm Laws

of the Fifty States

researched and written by
J. Scott Kappas, Esq.

Only $14.95 (Includes Bulk

Mail S&H)
Add $4 for 1st class mail

A Must For Every Gun Owner!
Send check or credit card payment to:
Traveler’s Guide
P.O. Box 2156
Covington, KY 41012

Name

Address

City

Zip Code Phone ( )

Credit card number:

(859) 491-6400

10am-5pm ET M-F

www.gunlawguide.com
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There is a range of air-cure and thermal-
cure coatings. Some come in spray cans;
others require an airbrush or spray gun.

Table-top blasting cabinets are not
all that expensive, if you have
access to an air compressor. Or, you
can get by with an inexpensive
gravity-feed sandblasting gun.
Before 1 bought a blasting cabinet, I
used my handheld sandblaster over
a cut-off 55-gallon plastic drum to
capture some of the sand for reuse.
Of course, you can consider the
abrasive a consumable and just buy
more. Either way, do this outdoors,
as you don’t want the abrasive dust
in your shop. Always wear a respira-
tor, safety goggles and heavy gloves.
Don’t think you can get by without
the gloves. Sooner or later you will
mess up and blast your hand.
Without gloves it hurts like hell. 1
know this for an absolute fact.

After blasting, remove the tape
and, if you have a compressor, blow
all the sand off the parts. Degrease
the parts again; making sure all
sand or dust from the sand is

removed. Again, protect sensitive
areas with tape. If you are going to

heat-cure the part, use a high-
temperature tape. Regular painter’s
masking tape cooks on and can be
difficult to remove. Wear gloves to
avoid leaving any fingerprints.
Cerakote recommends baking
uncoated metal parts for an hour at
300 degrees to “gas out” any solvent
or oil. Non-metal parts should be
done at a lower temp, say around
150 degrees. This helps identify any
hidden pockets of grease or oil.

Spray and Pray

Cover up everything you don’t
want painted, like walls, floors, tool
boxes, kids, dogs, etc., with drop
cloths. I buy the cheap plastic sheets
designed for one-time use (but don’t
use these for kids or pets). Another
approach is to hang the sheets from
the ceiling to make a small, isolated
paint booth. The trouble with work-
ing in the shop without an evacua-
tion fan is that the air becomes
filled with atomized paint, which is
bad for you. Always use a good res-
pirator when spraying.

In good weather, I often spray
outdoors. I have a couple of metal
shepherd’s crooks sold in lawn and
garden departments. I stick them in
the ground outside my shop, prefer-
ably in the shade, and hang the
parts to do the spraying there. I do
not let the parts hang outdoors, too
many bugs. I take them inside to
flash off or hang dry. This process is
less than ideal, but it keeps the
mess to a minimum and the air in
my shop healthy. Of
course, rainy days and
wintertime are a prob-
lem. If it’s not too cold,
it works OK if you
warm the part a little,
step outside to do the
spraying and then get
back inside in just a
few minutes.

Cover your work area with
plastic and/or drop cloths,
as the spray mist can get
almost anywhere.




@ CRIMSON TRACE
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NEW LG-422G Laserguard®
« LASER SIGHT FOR SIG SAUER P365

¢ INSTINCTIVE ACTIVATION™
TECHNOLOGY

SELF-RELIANCE K

In everything we do, we believe in enabling the self. We believe in Self-Reliance.

For more than 25 years, Crimson Trace has built the laser sighting category
through an obsession to provide instinctively activated solutions so you are able to
protect yourself in all situations. The LG-422G is no exception. It’s intuitive design
elevates performance and confidence in moments that matter.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR EXPERIENCE THE FULL LINE

+

K%/ OF LASER SIGHTS AT CRIMSONTRACE.COM. P URECTITN
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For Cerakote and most other spray-on products you will need a
high-volume, low-pressure spray gun and a compressor. You can
use an airbrush with canned propellant for some coatings such as
DuraCoat. Check the directions of your preferred coating.

Make a few practice runs on scrap cardboard with the sprayer so
you will know how to get the best results. With a spray gun or air
brush, adjust to the recommended pressure and spraying distance
for the product you are using. It may take a bit of experimenting
with the mix of air and paint to get it right. You want a nice, even,
thin coating. If you use too much liquid, it will look like paint, not a
firearm finish. It will also be subject to runs, which means you will
have to wash it off and start over. If you have too much air and not
enough material, or you are too far from the piece being coated,
the atomized paint can partially dry before it coats the metal. This

Left to Right: Multiple passes with different
colors can create intriguing camo patterns.

Sprayed parts, even those that will be baked,
require a little hang time.

results in a rough, matte-finish look that is
not durable. So, practice, practice, prac-
tice, then spray your gun.

Gone in a Flash

Most of the oven-cured products require
a little hang time to flash off some of the
chemicals before you put the coated piece
in the oven. The key is to hang them free
from touching anything. One little bump
or brush and you will have to do it all
over again.

A word on that: Always keep a bucket
with solvent ready for goof-ups. You will
have a few, so use the recommended sol-
vent and remove the defective spray coat-
ing. Most products recommend that you
blast again after washing off the part with
the solvent.

RUGER OFFERS EVERYDAY CARRY OPTIONS THAT FIT YOUR NEEDS

WHICH IS YOUR EDC?

ltem #: 3786 « 380 Auto * 6+1 * 2.75” Barrel

LCP I
N—~

Vi e = 177

Fixed Sights

Davidson’s Dark Earth Cerakote Finish
Includes Finger Grip Extension Floorplate
Last Round Hold Open

It's srmple If anythmg ever goes wrong with any gun‘you buy W|th the Dawdson S Guaraﬁw
Lifetime Replacement Program during the time you own the gun, it will be replaced with'a brand
new gun. Visit GalleryofGuns.com for details.

©2019 Davidson’s, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Item #: 3289 « 9mm Luger ¢ 7+1 ¢ 3.12” Barrel

Davidson’s Dark Earth Cerakote Finish

EC9s _ gy

E EXCLUSIVE
N—~

Integral Sights

Magazine Disconnect
Visual Inspection Port

GuaranteeQ

LIFETIME |

REPLACEMENT
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A large, second-hand toaster oven is a
good investment for drying coated parts.

Now We're Cooking

Just like baking a cake, pre-heat
the oven to the temperature recom-
mended for your product. Carefully
place the parts in the oven and set
the timer. Remember that metal is
baked at a much higher tempera-
ture than polymer. If you are doing
a polymer handgun, use the temp
recommended by the coating
maker. Cerakote recommends metal
at 250 or 300 degrees, depending
on the product, while polymer or
wood is baked at 150 degrees.

Let the parts cool. With most

oven-cures, you can start putting - >« WEDIDN'TINVENT
the gun back together as soon as CONCEALMENT, WE JUST

the parts are cool enough to handle. PERFECTED m‘M
Air-dry will need a few days, or
longer, to cure.

Once you have the gun back
together, make sure to lubricate all
moving parts. Also, any exposed I_EARN MORE AT
metal must be coated with oil or
another protectant to prevent rust.

Then, head to the range and strut

a little as you show off your now-
stunning handgun.

MADE INTHE USA.

Put Hundreds of Dollars
in Your Wallet with

* * * * Kk Your NRA membership gives you deals

Saving Freedom and discounts on gear, goods and

Delivering Value services. Access your benefits today and
save more than you pay in dues. Plus your
purchases help NRA fight for freedom.

Advanced hobbyists and custom shops » START SAVING TODAY—Benefits. NRA

can create some remarkable finishes. = ﬁk i ﬁ @ g B
- i "\ ¥ ™o ! s
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FEATURE 2019 New Optics Buyer’s Guide

D

OTCS

Optics remain a major focus of innovation, with new models
boasting technological enhancements never before seen on
consumer products, or tech that used to be available only for
those able to fork over pallets of cash. The rapid acceptance
of dot sights for carry handguns might be the biggest area of
advancement for optics, but traditional scopes, carbine sights
and thermal devices have also seen significant improvements
and expansion this year. This roundup is sure to include an
optic for your newest firearm purchase, or for that gun you've
left naked. Whether you're looking to outfit a rifle, pistol or
shotgun for home defense, competition or just for fun at the
range, and regardless of your budget, there's something here
for you, with even more options at Shootinglllustrated.com.

A Shooting lllustrated Staff Report




Aimpoint | Acro P-1

Aimpoint’s new Acro is a departure from the norm for micro-reflex sights. A fully enclosed optic,
it has been tested to 20,000 rounds on a .40 S&W-caliber handgun slide. Proven to stand up to
extreme abuse, it is smaller than it looks and is a solid choice for an everyday-carry-pistol optic.

Magnification: 1X Length: 1.9 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 20x20 mm Weight: 2.1 ounces
Reticle: 3.5-MOA red dot MSRP: $660

(703) 263-9795; aimpoint.us

Burris | RT-8
Available in front-, rear- and dual-focal-plane models, the latest entry to the RT line combines fast target acquisition at close
and intermediate ranges with 8X magnification and 600 yards of trajectory compensation. Three illuminated-

reticle modes allow shooters to adapt to changing shooting conditions on the fly.

Magpnification: 1-8X Length: 9.8-10.3 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm Weight: 17.4 ounces
Reticle: Ballistic AR, Ballistic Circle Dot, MSRP: $399

Ballistic CQ Mil

(888) 440-0244; burrisoptics.com

Bushnell | SMRS 1l PRO

Using an all-new CQ-BDC reticle, the latest design in the Bushnell LPVO lineup provides an ideal
optical pairing for today’s modern sporting rifles, allowing for easy shooting at close and mid
ranges. Features include Bushnell’s EXO Barrier protective coating and a ThrowHammer lever.

Magnification: 1-6X Length: 10.3 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm Weight: 18 ounces
Reticle: CQ-BDC MSRP: $1,989.95

(800) 423-3537; bushnell.com

Crimson Trace | CTS-1400

A highlight of Crimson Trace’s new full line of optics, the CTS-1400 is designed for use on carbines and
shotguns. It is rugged, minimalist and comes with the company’s signature free “Batteries for Life”
program. The 3.25-MOA red dot has 10 levels of brightness, and it mounts to a standard Picatinny rail.

Magnification: 1X Length: 2.3 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 33x22 mm Weight: 2.9 ounces
Reticle: 3.25-MOA red dot MSRP: $499

(800) 442-2406; crimsontrace.com

FOTech | Vudu 1-8x24 mm SFP

With an illuminated, .5-MOA center red dot and magnification up to 8X, EOTech’s
Vudu 1-8x24 mm SFP scope represents the “do-it-all” category pretty well. Close
work is covered by the dot, while subtensions provide long-range aiming points.

Magnification: 1-8X Length: 10.8 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm Weight: 21.2 ounces
Reticle: HC3-SFP MSRP: $1,399

(888) 368-4656; eotechinc.com

FLIR | Scion

The Scion is a thermal monocular ruggedly built for use in harsh environments. It quickly
detects objects of interest in low-visibility conditions, helping keep you aware when others
won't be. A built-in microSD card slot allows capture of high-quality images.

Magnification: Digital zoom; 1X, 2X, 4X, 8X Length: 9inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 14 mm, 18 mm Weight: 16 ounces

or25mm MSRP: Starting at $2,495
Reticle: None

(888) 959-2259; flir.com
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German Precision Optics | Passion 4X 6-24x50 mm
Built on 30 mm aluminum tubes, the Passion 4X offers an excellent range of adjustment, a custom MOA
ballistic reticle and custom Kenton turret for your caliber of choice. Ideal for long-range shooting, this
riflescope features double HD glass and the propriety GPObright lens-coating technology.

Magnification: 6-24X Length: 15.4 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm Weight: 27.2 ounces
Reticle: MOA MSRP: $999.99

(844) 692-4667; gpo-usa.com

Hi-Lux Optics | Leatherwood ART M1000-PRO

In honor of the 50th anniversary of Jim Leatherwood’s legendary Automatic Ranging Trajec-
tory (ART) scope, Hi-Lux has redesigned its ART M1000-PRO. The ART system’s general cam has
been refined and improved in order to compensate the bullet drop of almost any caliber.

Magnification: 2-10X Length: 12 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 42 mm Weight: 32 ounces
Reticle: HR1 MOA MSRP: $515

(888) 445-8912; hi-luxoptics.com

Holosun | HE509T

Based on the company’s popular HS507C, the latest Holosun red-dot optic features a fully enclosed
frame that enhances durability while also providing a clear sight picture. A single CR1632 battery
powers the HE509T for up to 5 years, and the Advanced Solar Fail-Safe can run the unit indefinitely.

Magnification: 1X Length: 1.85 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 16x23 mm Weight: 2.78 ounces
Reticle: 2-MOA dot; 32-MOA ring MSRP: $470.58

(909) 594-2888; holosun.com

Kahles | Helia RD

Redesigned to help achieve an intuitive shot, the Helia RD features a unique “Anti-Reflexion’
coating for clear visibility and a precise 2-MOA dot. It also comes with a Picatinny mount and
four manual illumination settings with intelligent automatic switch-off.

4

Magnification: 1X Length: 2.165 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 26x22 mm Weight: 1.48 ounces
Reticle: 2-MOA red dot MSRP: $443

(800) 426-3089; kahles.at/us

Leupold | Freedom RDS BDC

Leupold’s newest red-dot sight sports a 1-MOA dot, a 34 mm main tube and an included mount
specifically designed for use on modern sporting rifles. This purpose-built optic carries the nearly
indestructible Leupold DNA throughout its construction.

Magnification: 1X Length: 5.3 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 34 mm Weight: 6.9 ounces
Reticle: 1-MOA red dot MSRP: $519.99

(800) 538-7653; leupold.com

Lucid | Litl Mo

Micro-red-dot sights (MRDS) for pistols are all the rage these days, and Lucid’s Litl Mo is an
affordable option for those wishing to put a dot on their defensive handgun. Using the same
footprint as the Burris FastFire MRDS, the Litl Mo will find a home on a good number of
pre-cut slides.

Magnification: 1X Length: 1.75 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 19x28 mm Weight: 1 ounce
Reticle: 3-MOA dot MSRP: $349

(307) 463-2633; lucidoptics.com
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Meopta | Optika6 5-30x56 mm

Part of the new Optika6 line, the 5-30x56 mm model features a 34 mm tube and ED glass, which, at higher magnifica-
tion, eliminates chromatic aberration. It also features target turrets, multiple reticle options, one-piece tube design,

zero-reset, a throw-lever-equipped zoom ring and rear-facing zoom display for easy viewing.

Magnification: 5-30X
Objective Lens Diameter: 56 mm
Reticle: Multiple options, including llluminated

Length: 14.3 inches
Weight: 25.8 ounces

(800) 828-8928; meoptasportsoptics.com

Meprolight | Foresight
The first augmented reflex sight on the market, the Foresight displays a reticle and useful data on a
heads-up display similar to that found in military aircraft. Five reticle choices, a compass and a leveler
can all be seen and used intuitively, and a light sensor automatically adjusts brightness.
Length: 4.6 inches

Weight: 9.9 ounces

Magnification: 1X
Objective Lens Dimensions: 33x20 mm
Reticle: Five options

(833) 637-7654; meprolight.us

Minox | Micro RV 1

LED Technology leads the way for the Micro RV 1 with a battery life at medium brightness of
up to 50,000 hours. Consisting of a high-strength aluminum housing, it is fully waterproof and
comes with a neoprene protective cover. It also features 12 brightness levels.

Length: 2.52 inches
Weight: 3.39 ounces

Magnification: 1X
Objective Lens Diameter: 18 mm
Reticle: 2-MOA red dot

(210) 377-2527; minox.com

with Lyman’s New Line'Up

“Lyman®

CASE TRIMEBXPRESS”

Serious reloaders know
that you need products
you can trust, to turn
out ammunition you can
rely on. Lyman’s new
Brass Smith Line of
presses, powder
handling equipment and
the all new Case Trim
Xpress, provides the
quality and efficiency
you need. These tools
are built on 140 years
of Lyman reloading
knowledge. The Brass
Smith Line will have you
hammering out reloaded
rounds like a true
professional.
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NcStar | VDFLIPGLOM?2

Featuring the patented FlipDot folding red-dot reflex lens, the VDFLIPGLOM2 flips up with a
simple push of a button, which automatically turns the optic on. When not in use, the lens will
fold down flat and turn off. It also includes mounts for Glock MOS pistols.

Magnification: 1X Length: 2 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 22x16 mm Weight: 1 ounce
Reticle: 3-MOA red dot MSRP: $109.99

(866) 627-8278; ncstar.com

Nightforce | ATACR 7-35x56 mm F2

New for 2019 is a second-focal-plane version of the extreme-long-range 7-35X scope Nightforce has offered in
a first-focal-plane variant. Other than the focal plane, the ATACR 7-35X scope retains the same bombproof con-
struction, large field-of-view and reproducible precision you'd expect in a Nightforce optic.

Magnification: 7-35X Length: 16 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 56 mm Weight: 39.3 ounces
Reticle: MOAR-T/MIL-C MSRP: $3,100

(208) 476-9814; nightforceoptics.com

Riton Optics | RT-S Mod 7 1-8x28IR-T

Riton Optics designed the RT-S Mod 7 in conjunction with Navy SEAL sniper
Charlie Melton. The scope features a first-focal-plane, illuminated reticle and a true
1X low-end, similar to a red-dot-style sight. It is waterproof, fogproof and shockproof.

Magnification: 1-8X Length: 10.9 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 28 mm Weight: 25 ounces
Reticle: Riton Tactical llluminated MSRP: $1,299.99

(855) 397-4866; ritonoptics.com

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

With the Stroke of @ &fsom

Pen, You Can Defend =———~
Freedom Forever

NRA CAN SHOW YOU HOW

Championing the causes you cherish through a carefully
designed estate strategy could take months of planning and
costly legal legwork.

Now, NRA can help you knock this task down to size with

our NRA Member Planned Giving Guide. NRA’s Creating a ACT NOW!

Constitutionally Centered Will lays out tips and strategies that Request Your

help you maximize charitable gifts while minimizing estate Comp[imentary

taxes and meeting your long-term financial goals. Guide Today

Written by experts in the field, in easy-to-read, no-nonsense CALL: 1-877-672-4483

language, this guide is the one tool to craft the estate EMAIL: PlannedGiving@NRAHQ.org
strategy that’s right for you. WEB: www.NRAPlannedGiving.org
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Schmidt & Bender | 1-8x24 PM 1l ShortDot Dual CC

Incorporating a first-focal-plane, mil-dot-based reticle for accurate ranging and compensation for hold-offs, hold-under
and hold-over, the 1-8x24 PM Il ShortDot Dual CC is a technically advanced day scope. Offering adjustable-intensity
illumination as well as lockable elevation and windage turrets, the PM Il ShortDot is a versatile optic.

Magnification: 1-8X Length: 11.5 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 24 mm Weight: 22.26 ounces
Reticle: MDR-T6 MSRP: $4,390

(770) 934-3384; schmidtundbender.de/en

Sightmark | Wraith HD 4-32x50 Digital Riflescope

Digital magnification out to 32X, 10 different reticle options with nine different colors and
night-vision capability along with an IR illuminator are a few high points of the Sightmark
Wraith digital riflescope. It runs on 4 AA batteries and can record and export video.

Magnification: 4-32X Length: 10.5 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm Weight: 36.3 ounces
Reticle: 10 options MSRP: $599

(817) 225-0310; sightmark.com

Sightron | S-TAC4-20X50FFPZSIRMH

Designed for diverse tasks, the S-TAC4-20X50FFPZSIRMH features the new MH-4 reticle offering vertical and horizontal
crosshair intersection. It also includes a zero stop, 22.9 MRAD of elevation adjustment, the ExacTrack windage- and
elevation-adjustment system, multi-coated lenses and a flip-up lever on the magnification ring.

Magnification: 4-20X Length: 15 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm Weight: 25.6 ounces
Reticle: MH-4 MSRP: $999

(800) 867-7512; sightron.com

CZ-USA

PROTECT * HUNT * COMPETE

PEESERRRN CRISP TRIGGER
WITH SHORT RESET

F 2 CORROSION-RESISTANT
NITRIDE FINISH OPTICS-READY

FRONT AND REAR MODELS AVAILABLE
COCKING SERRATIONS

CZ-USA.COM
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SIG Sauer | Romeo3MAX

Developed in collaboration with Max Michel, the Romeo3MAX features a 30 mm round lens
for a wide field-of-view. The open reflex sight utilizes a red-notch filter to make its red dot
clear and easy to acquire. It features motion activation and up to 20,000 hours of runtime.

Magnificaiton: 1X Length: 2.1 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 24x30 mm Weight: 1.5 ounces
Reticle: 3- or 6-MOA red dot MSRP: $719.99

(603) 610-3000; sigsauer.com

Steiner | DRS 1X

In addition to three reticle modes, Steiner’s new Defendu Reflex Sight features auto brightness and
seven illumination levels to aid shooters in selecting the ideal setting for day or night use. Though
it's capable of running on a single AA battery, two AAs provide a runtime of over 2,000 hours.

Magnification: 1X Length: 2.57 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 24.5x32 mm Weight: 10.4 ounces
Reticle: Single Dot, Dot and Stadia, Dot, Stadia MSRP: $749.99

and Close Dot
(888) 550-6255; steiner-optics.com

Tract | Toric UHD 30 mm 4-20x50 FFP MRAD PRS

Improved to fit the requirements of PRS shooting, the new Toric 4-20x50 has an MRAD PRS reticle
with a long-range “Christmas Tree-style” reticle sporting a .04-mil floating center dot and .2-mil
windage correction holds. Schott HT glass provides outstanding resolution.

Magnification: 4-20X Length: 13.7 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm Weight: 34 ounces
Reticle: MRAD PRS MSRP: $1,294

(631) 662-7354; tractoptics.com

Trijicon | SRO

Trijicon’s new SRO (Specialized Reflex Optic) is designed for competitive handgunners. Its large,
parallax-free window makes it easy to find and track the dot. The sight uses the same mounting
footprint as the RMR, and offers a top-loading battery compartment.

Magnification: 1X Length: 2.2 inches
Objective Lens Dimensions: 25x22.5 mm Weight: 1.6 ounces
Reticle: 1-, 2.5- or 5-MOA red dot MSRP: $749

(800) 338-0563; trijicon.com

Vortex | Diamondback Tactical

A first-focal-plane optic for $500? The EBR-2C reticle is ideal for maintaining
elevation and/or wind correction(s) while accurately engaging targets at
distance. This scope features fully multicoated glass for sharp, bright images.

Magnification: 6-24X Length: 14.5 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm Weight: 24.6 ounces
Reticle: EBR-2C MSRP: $499.99

(800) 426-0048; vortexoptics.com

Zeiss | Conquest V4

Boasting a 30 mm tube and fully multi-coated lenses, Zeiss’ new Conquest V4 offers a tremendous
amount of reticle adjustment. It has 80 MOA of internal adjustment in .25-MOA clicks of its

easy-to-manipulate, spring-loaded turrets. The ZMOAI-1 illuminated second-focal-plane reticle
includes fine-line subtensions with 1-MOA graduations.

Magnification: 4-16X Length: 14.5 inches
Objective Lens Diameter: 50 mm Weight: 21.7 ounces
Reticle: ZMOAI-1 MSRP: $1,099.99

(800) 441-3005; zeiss.com
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ADVANCED
HEARING AID

TECHNOLOGY
For Only $19999

“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard
in years came back to me!”
— Don W., Sherman, TX

How can a hearing aid that
costs only $1999 be every bit
as good as one that sells for $2,400 or more?

The answer: Although tremendous strides

have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid . _—7 .-
Technology, those cost reductions have Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent

not been passed on to you. Until now... Alzheimer’s and Dementia?

] S A study by the National Institute on Aging
MDHearlngAld uses_the S_ame suggests older individuals with hearing loss
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology are significantly more likely to develop
incorporated into hearing aids that cost Alzheimer’s and dementia over time than those
thousands more at a small fraction who retain their hearing. They suggest that an
of the price. intervention — such as a hearing aid — could

\ delay or prevent this by improving hearing!
Over 350,000 satisfied MDHearingAid - —

customers agree: High-quality, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

FDA-registered hearing aids don’t

have to cost a fortune. The fact s, Hearing is believing and we invite you to try

you don’t need to spend thousands this nearly invisible hearing aid with no

for a hearing aid. MDHearingAid annoying whistling or background noise for

is a medical-grade hearing aid yourself. If you are not completely satisfied

offering sophistication and high with your MDHearingAid, return it within 45  REIALTETT
performance, and works right out days for a FULL REFUND. BUY A PAIR
of the box with no time-consuming AND SAVE!

“adjustment” appointments. You

can contact a licensed hearing 1 _800_230_4957
specialist conveniently online or

by phone — even after your www.GetMDHearingAid199.com
purchase at no cost. No other
company provides such extensive Use Code Jl_zo

support. Now that you know...why pay more? and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year
MDHearingAid® > Plus FREE Shipping

Proudly assembled in America! |-

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED




HANDBOOK

Tactics |Training | How-To

Performing a task well is important,
but equally important is having the
intestinal fortitude to face the task in
the first place.

Photos by Jesse Snyder By Steve Tarani

e all want to raise our level of skill, but why is
Wgaining confidence equally if not more important

than improving your physical skills? Having all the
skill in the world with no confidence is just as bad as your
mouth writing checks that your skill level can’t cash. So, what
does it take to increase both your level of skill and the
confidence to pull it off?

Whether it's shooting, martial arts, defensive driving or
any other physical (or mental) skill, the symbiotic bond
between skill and confidence must be clearly understood
and then fostered.

Skill is commonly defined as doing something well. “He or
she is a skilled practitioner,” means that there is a certain
level of expertise demonstrated. However, there are varying
levels of skill. Basic or intermediate skills are different from
“highly skilled.” As there are varying layers of skill, so are
there varying levels of confidence. In fact, the two—skill and
confidence—are inextricably bound. You cannot possess
one without the other if you expect to do something well in
any practical application.

1

The topic here is shooting, of
course, but the principles apply to all
forms of physical mastery. Given my
background in the martial arts, | have
something with which to compare
my current continuing education in
learning how to shoot well.

One of my master martial-arts
instructors, Guru Dan Inosanto, states
that there are four levels of compe-
tency. Unconscious Incompetence:
You don't know what you don't
know. Conscious Incompetence: You
realize how much you don’t know.
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Conscious Competence: Your skill level
is raised, but only when you think about
it (mental focus) and with great effort.
Unconscious Competence: You can
perform quite well without thought and
with minimal effort. Unconscious
competence is the earmark of a

master practitioner.

One of my master shooting instruc-
tors, Rob Leatham, states that to raise
your skill level, it is first necessary to raise
your level of understanding. If you don't
understand what you're trying to do,

then there’s little chance of you ever
raising your skill in doing it.

Your first step is to increase your level
of understanding. As your level of
understanding increases, this causes you
to know what and how to practice,
which in turn allows you to discover the
difference between “doing it right” and
“doing it wrong.” Once you've figured
out the difference between what works
(right) and what doesn’t (wrong) then
you have achieved the point in your
training where you can begin making
gainful repetitions.

One of my edged-weapons masters,
Punong Guro Edgar Sulite, once said;
“Repetition is the mother of all skills.”
However, it is also true that practice
makes permanent. If you do something
incorrectly for thousands of reps, now
you must unlearn or “break” that training
scar and do enough repetitions to undo
the damage and then run the next set of
thousands of reps to burn it in correctly.

Raising your level of understanding
increases your ability to complete
successful repetitions, which leads to
familiarization. Repetition is the pathway
to familiarization. The more reps you get,
the greater your familiarization.

Take presentations for example. Your
first day on the range, you receive
professional instruction on a four- or
five-step drawstroke, punching out to a
strong-hand-supported firing position.
On day one, working with a qualified
instructor, you put in about 80 repeti-
tions. Great, you've raised your level of
understanding from not knowing how
to present your firearm, to knowing
exactly which steps, each of the points
and nuances of those steps and in what
order to execute them.

Consequentially, you have raised your
level of familiarization. In the beginning,
you were completely unfamiliar because
you'd never done it before. After about
80 repetitions you have more familiarity.
You have taken measurable steps away
from unconscious incompetence.

Over the decades, many of my
students would pose a common
question: “How many reps does it take to
really get it?” A tough question to
answer in full, because what does it
mean “to really get it?” If that means
doing something well, then it's far more
than 80 reps. Word from experts in the
know (Master and GM level shooters)
claim it's anywhere from 5,000 to
10,000 reps based on the learning ability
of the individual shooter.

It's been my observation and personal
experience over three decades, and
across a broad spectrum of tens of
thousands of students, that the number
is closer to 10,000. Either way you look at
it, the greater the number of reps, the
greater your level of understanding and
the greater your level of familiarity.

Moving further up the skills/
confidence ladder, multiple (correct)
repetitions contribute to your

movement further away from uncon-
scious incompetence. At some point in
your training experience increased
familiarization converts to comfort. It
can be said at this level that you are
comfortable with your practice.

The road to comfort begins with
increasing your understanding which
affords you gainful repetitions, which
makes you more familiar. The greater
your familiarity, the more comfortable
you become.

It turns out that skill and confidence,
although integral, are only waypoints on
the path to consistent on-demand
performance. You can have the technical
understanding and you can even have
the skill, but converting your skill and
confidence to on-demand performance
is an entirely different matter.

Training extensively the last few years
with several respected Masters and
Grandmasters, my shooting partner
Tom Rovetuso (USMC and retired SWAT
Commander at Lake County, IL, Sherriff's
Office) and | stumbled across an
interesting discovery during our blood,
sweat and tears on the range. It's
something we call “The four C's of
on-demand performance.”

Comfort leads to Confidence which
leads to Consistency which leads to
Competence. The competence we refer
to is unconscious competence.

Once you have achieved comfort (a
four-part process), your next steps lead
you down a long and winding road
toward confidence. Although there’s no
quantifiable line of demarcation to know
when you have achieved comfort, it's
something quite discernible. You'll know
it when you feel it.

Think about the first time you got
behind the wheel of a car to drive with a
driving instructor. White-knuckled and
eyes wide open, the gas pedal, the brake
pedal, steering wheel, et al, were all new
tools sitting there with which you had
no prior experience.

As you gained greater understanding
of these tools and how they worked
together to control the vehicle, you were
able to put in some gainful repetitions
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DXT2

Night Sights

Available in Yellow or Orange!
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0

LOW LIGHT
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LOW LIGHT

For more information visit:

XSSIGHTS.COM
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Consider the Four C's of On-Demand Performance to be a flow chart that tracks
progression when learning new skills. Each step builds upon the previous one.

by turning right, slowing down, turning
left, using your directional and pumping
the brake pedal a few times. After
enough repetitions, you gained
familiarity and over time you became
comfortable driving.

Given more time driving and in
different environments such as parking
lots, streets, highways, traffic jams, etc.,
you gained a level of confidence. The
more you drive the car, the greater your
confidence. In fact, regardless of your
environment or even changes in
conditions such as day, night, rain, snow,
etc., you're able to confidently display
your ability to control the vehicle
(on-demand performance) which
demonstrates consistency.

Given even more time and now with
no new or unfamiliar environment or
driving conditions to challenge your
skills, you have become competent and
you don't even need to think about it
anymore. You have reached a stage of
unconscious competence.

Going back to the example of learning
how to present your pistol from the
holster, on day one (introduction) if
you've never done it before (other than
seeing it in the movies), you have little or
no knowledge as to what the steps are, in
what order they must be performed and
the technical details of each. At this level,
you simply don’t know what you don't
know (unconscious incompetence).

After a few days of detailed, profes-
sional instruction, you increase your
level of understanding. Armed with this
knowledge, you now can begin
accumulating legitimate and effective
repetitions. Over time, these repetitions
lead to your familiarity with the
individual steps of the presentation
(conscious incompetence).

Given more time, in continuing your
training you may enter a phase of
self-discovery. You may find certain
nuances about your presentations that
your instructor never told you about or
which he or she allowed you to discover
on your own.

You may find by continual, correct
repetitions that your comfort increases
and that you have developed this new
skill which boosts your confidence. Add
even more time and more reps and you
find that at certain times, if all your
planets align (you do everything right
and at the right time and in the right
sequence and with unerring mental
focus), you can consistently execute
good control and pretty much hit your
mark about 85 percent of the time (or
even more). At this level, you have now
reached conscious competence.

To quote lyrics from an Eagles’ song
“every form of refuge has its price,” the
same holds true for reaching conscious
competence. The price for entry at this
level is time, and it's not something that




can be rushed. You can plant a healthy tree in the most-fertile soil, water it
and nurture it daily. No matter how much effort you put into growing that
little tree, it will not bear fruit any sooner than it takes for it to do so naturally.

One of the greatest martial artists of our time, Bruce Lee, once said “I fear
not the man who has practiced 10,000 kicks at once, but | fear the man who
has practiced one kick 10,000 times.” In achieving conscious competence,
patience and perseverance become unexpected by-products of your effort
and commitment.

At this stage of increased skill and confidence, your training tends to
become frustrating, because your level of understanding will always exceed
your level of skill. What becomes even more frustrating is when you discover
that your level of skill will always exceed your level of performance.

On-Demand Performance Matrix

Introduction Little or no Knowledge | Unconscious Incompetence

Understanding
Repetitions Understanding Conscious Incompetence
Familiarity
Comfort
Confidence Skill Conscious Competence
Consistency

Competence Performance Unconscious Competence

e
&

The perpetual struggle is to try and decrease
the gap between your level of understanding
and your level of skill. The struggle becomes
even greater when you try and decrease the
gap between your level of skill and your level
of performance.

Anyone can press a trigger, so the struggle at
the upper levels is not a mechanical one. The
battle rages on in between your earmuffs as it
becomes a contest of self-mastery. You end up
fighting yourself mentally. It takes 100 percent of
your mental effort to not use 100 percent of your
mental effort. In other words, you must learn to
“let it go” rather than “make it go.” You must
allow each piece of your hard-earned skill set to
fall effortlessly into your subconscious where you
don't need to think about it or consciously focus
on it. Although a challenge in practical applica-
tion, mentally processing that “I believe” button
must become standard operating procedure.

As part of the Leatham Shooting System,
Master Instructor Rob Leatham teaches no less
than 16 recommended pre-ignition checkpoints
prior to a trigger press. It's not possible for us
common earth-walkers to keep all 16 points in
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Gaining confidence in
your ability to draw from
a holster comes from
successful repetitions of
the various sequences in
the drawstroke,
particularly in the
numerous transitions
needed for presentation.

v e
our mind at the same time. It's a miracle if we can  standards test in your pajamas all by yourself on a pleasant sunny afternoon
hold on to just one or two. The only way to do it on the range and find on a good day that you can achieve a cumulative

v ke

is to move your skills to your subconscious. You score of 20 seconds. Now place yourself in a match (competition) orin a

will never reach the breakneck speed and real-world defensive situation (tactical) where there is increased pressure,
accuracy of the masters by thinking about your performance could drop to as low as 24 seconds or more depending
anything. In a world where decisions are made upon the level of duress.

in thousandths of a second, thoughts take too The higher your skill level, the lower the variance. Certain military special-
long to process. operations personnel are said to maintain around a 10-percent variance.

It has been documented in most cases, Hence, the reason why they might hypothetically train to 110-percent
depending upon skill and experience, there standards and testing to meet such a high-pressure performance demand.
can be a decrease in performance ranging from On-demand performance; to place a round precisely where you want it
10 to 20 percent between one’s skill level and and when you w